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Anne Arundel County Public Schools Finalists

Carol Bak

Chesapeake High School | Spanish

C

arol Bak became a Spanish teacher almost a decade ago after a lucrative career in business, but she never
really left the business world behind. Instead, she brought her experiences and the lessons she learned
into the classroom. Now, her students get an experience much closer to the one they’re likely to face
after they graduate.

She is currently the department chair for World and Classical Languages, while teaching an Advanced Placement
class and serving as a College Board Reader for the AP Spanish and Language Culture exams. Her class is an
engaging immersion environment that is built upon a mutual trust between students and teacher.
Bak instills a love of learning in her students and her diverse academic background sets an example for them. She is
a two-time Fulbright-Hays award winner, having participated in programs in Peru and Mexico, as well as in Spain
as a National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Scholar.
“Mrs. Bak is an integral part of both Chesapeake’s and AACPS’ instructional leadership teams. At the school
level, she has served on the Leadership Team and mentored the younger members of her department,” says
Chesapeake High School Principal Stephen Gorski. “Lastly, she helped forge a connection between CHS and
Anne Arundel Community College (AACC) by organizing her students to participate in the AACC World
Language Day Competition.”
Bak was also a finalist for the Washington Post Teacher of the Year award.

“As a former business executive, I help students connect to global opportunities and challenges through the lens of
my content area. Spanish Mock interviews include community business leaders and are an amazing growth experience
that prepare students for real-world success.”

Anne Arundel County Public Schools Finalists

Katrina Griffin

C

North County High School | German

ome to North County High School on a Saturday in early March and you will see elementary, middle,
and high school students participating in German STEM Immersion Day – conducting science experiments, singing, dancing, and learning—all in German. This annual event is exemplary of Katrina
Griffin’s passions all coming together as her high school students teach their younger counterparts in German,
sharing cultural and science lessons alike.

“She wants to bring German to life for her students,” says North County High School Principal Julie Cares. From
organizing a reading with a German author and a workshop with a German graffiti artist, to hosting a German
rock band, students get a first-class German education.
Griffin believes that her students’ accomplishments are evidence of her teaching. Her students are a reflection
of her, and she of them. From earning awards and recognitions on the state, regional, and national level for her
teaching, her students match her accomplishments through successful abroad exchanges and earning scholarships
for their work in German. And her school is one of only nine public high schools in the country to be recognized
as a German Center of Excellence.
Griffin loves all things German, but she also loves all things teaching. Her reach extends to all educators (not just
foreign language) on a national level. Griffin has presented to various audiences about using technology to enhance
instruction, aligning AP and STEM, and creating student-centered classrooms. “She has a deep commitment
to the art of teaching,” says Cares. “She is an elite instructor and her students are consistently engaged.”

“I see my main role as a teacher as someone who creates meaningful opportunities for students to teach each other, while I act as
a guide and facilitator in the classroom  …  … my job is not to tell them what to think, but to teach them how to think.”

Anne Arundel County Public Schools Finalists

Sharon Mattoon
Solley Elementary School

A

classroom of expression and empowerment is the ideal setting for Sharon Mattoon to help students achieve.
The 17-year veteran combines empathy, cultural esteem, and encouragement to support her students – all
of whom she knows can succeed.

“Every moment of the day can, and should be, an exciting and intentional discovery of new experiences and
knowledge,” she explains. “I strive to create a safe environment where children are free to express themselves,
while maintaining a high degree of self-worth for every child.”
Mattoon is able to create this liberating learning space through the use of movement, song, and even sign language.
Spending her entire career as a kindergarten teacher, she sets a firm foundation for her students to love learning
throughout their academic careers.
“She creates an atmosphere of joy and expectation,” says Solley Elementary School Principal Jeffery Haynie. “Her
love for all people is clearly evident in all of her words, thoughts, and deeds. She is a most loving, nurturing,
patient, kind, and positive teacher. She should be emulated by other educators.”

“My teaching approach encourages student creativity, cultivates independence, and develops an intrinsic sense of wonder
about themselves, their community, and the world around us.”
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Alexis Pogonowski
Southern High School

A

lexis Pogonowski’s main objective is simple: for every student to leave high school prepared and ready
to fulfill their dreams. The notion sounds basic, but there’s plenty of action behind her sentiment. As
the AVID site coordinator at Southern High School, she supports and motivates students in the college
application process.

From deep collaboration and coordination with her colleagues, to creating high expectations to cultivating
relationships that build confidence, Pogonowski builds a framework that practically guarantees post-secondary
success.
“In her classroom, students learn study skills, writing strategies, and to become organized,” explains Southern
High School Principal Dr. Kevin Hamlin. “Beyond the academic program, she helps students find the will to
succeed in ways they never thought possible.” Last year, all of her seniors were accepted into four-year colleges/
universities.
With such drive, Pogonowski has spread her dedication to the greater Southern community. As the advisor of
the school’s Interact Club, she helps raise funds to buy school supplies and provide local elementary school
students with food over the weekend.

“Teaching is about building the best possible learning environment for your students, one that allows them to clearly see success
in their futures and one that gives them the ability to believe that success is attainable for them.”
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Kathleen Soares
Crofton Middle School | Science

C

ommunication is a critical component of Kathleen Soares’ classroom operations. It is the key to giving
her students a voice, her colleagues a vision, and her parents a view into and of the empowering learning environment she’s created.

By valuing student input through daily feedback on lessons, determining due dates, and establishing rubrics,
Soares helps her students take ownership of their learning in a way that builds confidence and camaraderie. As a
professional, however, she knows just when to insert her wisdom and guidance. “I coach students to success by
giving them personal feedback, making clear the path to improvement, praising their progress, and promoting
self-reflection,” she says.

As the science department chairperson, her colleagues trust her leadership because she uses the same approach as
in the classroom – honest conversation. Through such integrity, she’s become a strong influence on her colleagues
as they strive to make sure that they are always doing what’s best for student learning.”
Through weekly e-mails that often include photographs of students in action, parents get a first-row seat to
what is happening in the classroom. The communication also includes information about what students have
learned, the date of successes and failures on projects, and sometimes a humorous anecdote. This simple gesture
is celebrated by parents who truly feel involved in their children’s educational experience.

“I am not a sage on a stage, but a helper in the hilarious, in the sometimes, scary, muddy trenches of learning. I never pretend
to know everything, demonstrating to my students that it is acceptable to make mistakes, as failure is only the first attempt in
learning, and that learning is constant and continuous.”
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Melissa Hildt
Archbishop Spalding High School
“A great teacher is student-focused; able to foster academic growth while contributing to the social
and emotional well-being of their students; able to meet students where they are in their growth
and learning.”

M

elissa Hildt is an active teacher. Her principal, Lewis Van Wambeke, says she
is “involved in every aspect of our school community. She has served in many
leadership roles: twice as the moderator overseeing two graduating classes; as the
moderator for the Cybersecurity Camp and National Honor Society; currently as the faculty
and staff chairperson for the Annual Fund; currently as a member of our School Improvement Team; and currently as the Lead Teacher for our PBIS initiative.” She also teaches AP
Statistics and is a former Spalding Teacher of the Year.

Hildt doesn’t just teach, she engages. She calls herself a “student-focused teacher who strives
to make learning fun.”

Stephanie Lotze
St. Mary’s High School
“My teaching approach is designed to inspire students to build a strong foundation of inquiry,
gradually fostering critical strategies of thinking to engage curiosity. Teaching is a calling. Teaching
is something that I feel drawn to to feed my soul. When one teaches with passion, the students tend
to listen closer.”

S

tephanie Lotze brings her passions and ideas into the classroom and expects her students
to do the same. On a daily basis, she implements her philosophy whereby students are
challenged to actively learn and acquire skills that build from lesson to lesson.

After more than 16 years of teaching high school biology, Lotze has found many motivations
that guide her approach. Among her teaching inspirations is none other than the Pope. “Pope
Francis sheds light on the importance of teaching with passion and humility,” she explains.
“Educating is an act of love; it is like giving life.”

Gretchen Moran
St. Anne’s School of Annapolis
“I work to meet children’s individual needs, to move them forward with guidance and care, and to
challenge them to think creatively and independently.”

G

retchen Moran began the St. Anne’s portion of her career as a third-grade teacher
in 2008 and quickly graduated to fourth grade, where she began instructing the
students in a course study of Nobel Laureates. During that study, they learned to
identify common characteristics, habits, and skills of individuals who chose a life of peacemaking, which is her passion. She also teaches the children methods of mediation to resolve
their own conflicts.

In all, Moran has been a classroom instructor for 36 years in Oregon and Maryland. She
always looks for ways to “infuse an appreciation for diversity and to respect differences.”

Excellence in Education Semi-Finalists

Melissa Major
Bodkin Elementary School

“I teach students and teachers to journey on the path towards being agents of change. I help my
students to see that what makes us different makes us special, and allows us each to give a unique
gift to the world – a gift that is badly needed.”

M

elissa Major is a teacher who creates a surrounding in her classroom that allows
students’ imaginations to flourish and their potentials to thrive. Her teaching
style has helped create productive and confident students for the past ten years.

“She has a natural emotional intelligence and exceptional interpersonal skills, which enable
her to excel in many leadership rolls,” said Jennifer Mace, chair of the Bodkin Nominations
Committee. “She gently pushes and pulls students to more fully apply skills, to extend their
thinking, and to see the fun in challenge rather than in ease and speed.”
“She has given students who may not view themselves as good at school in the traditional
sense, the means to blossom,” asserts Michael Burke, a parent. “There is palpable energy in
the room as Mrs. Major’s students dedicate their minds to real-world tasks and see that school
is a place to discover talents and a greater purpose.”
Her efforts have made a world of difference. “The Changemaker Program has brought many
visitors to my classroom: an Albanian apprentice, an Indonesian businesswoman who is eager
to use us as a model for her schools, and a South Korean film crew,” explains Major. “It seems
as if the whole world has come right to the doorstep of an elementary school tucked away
on a peninsula in the Chesapeake Bay.”

Mary Ann Perret
Davidsonville Elementary School

“As a kindergarten teacher, my primary role is to instill self-confidence and a lifelong love of
learning. I have the luxury of teaching children how to “do” school. I provide the guidance and
support needed to empower each child to reach his/her potential.”

M

ary Ann Perret has the task of teaching the youngest students in the public schools,
and some of those students also have special needs. Still, her ability to relate to
all students with all kinds of learning capacities makes her a valuable asset to
her Davidsonville family and to AACPS as a whole. She has been spotlighted twice in the
AACPS Special Education newsletter for “exhibiting excellence in conducting and reporting
extensive multidisciplinary evaluations and for her superior teaming with a teacher assistant
to provide an optimal learning environment” for a student with autism.

Perret had a big year in 2005 at the Maryland Association of Environmental and Outdoor
Education Conference, where she was honored as a Chesapeake Bay Trust Teacher of the
Year finalist. In addition, she was named Educator of the Month in January and received the
Parole Rotary Teacher Volunteer Service Award.
“Ms. Perret continues her most successful teaching career positively impacting so many families
and is an outstanding representation of Davidsonville Elementary’ s Teacher of the Year,” said
her principal, Jean Marie Hofstetter.
With 19 years of teaching experience, Perret has seen a lot of different teaching trends, but
finds that keeping it fun is key. “The best way to learn to love learning is by having fun. I
often break out in my own song to get the class’ attention,” she said. “I am quick to create
my own lyrics using their names and rhymes. My opera voice has become a class favorite!”
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Melissa Quigley
Broadneck High School

“As a health and physical education teacher, I have the opportunity to teach students how to lead a
healthy lifestyle; however, it encompasses much more. It is my responsibility to provide them with
opportunities to problem solve, make responsible decisions, and advocate to find their own solutions
personally and in their community.”

M

elissa Quigley acknowledges her former high school physical education teacher as
the inspiration for the career she has chosen. Although she was shy and introverted,
Quigley’s teacher gave her leadership opportunities that allowed her to blossom.

As the commissioner for the BAYS lacrosse and field hockey program, Quigley’s altruism
and volunteerism is evident to her students. Witnessing her work outside of the classroom
is simply another way for her to teach. Many of her students help out with the program by
coaching and assisting with events.

“Providing students with volunteer opportunities builds leadership, communication, and
teaching skills that they may not have had otherwise,” she asserts. “I strive to be a better
teacher each day and hope to engage and inspire students to make a difference in their world.”

Kate Tedesco
Tracey’s Elementary School

“Teaching is a career that comes naturally. I chose this as my lifelong path because of my desire
to encourage children and watch them thrive  …  Creating a safe, warm, friendly, but firm
environment is key  …  Once a child feels that safety and connection, they want to give you their
very best and make you proud.”

K

ate Tedesco is a role model. With 12 years of teaching various elementary grades at
various schools, she had not only gained a wealth of experience, but her breadth of
influence is vast.

While she employs all of the necessary techniques for a flourishing classroom – hands-on,
relevant activities, technological resources to support learning, free dialogue – her best lessons
are taught simply by example.

“Kate is always willing to help,” asserts Tracey’s Elementary School Principal John Trumbule.
“It doesn’t matter if it is helping another teacher with a struggling student, helping understand
new curriculum, or lending a hand to prepare for an afterschool event. Kate always pitches in.”
In addition to inspiring her students to be active in their school community and genuinely kind
to others, Tedesco’s colleagues are equally moved by her mentorship and leadership. She is a
primary resource for new teachers and has hosted several professional development presentations
on technology in the classroom, including Thinking Maps, Common Core, and guided reading.

Excellence in Education Nominees

Linda Ancin
Freetown Elementary School

Grade: Pre-kindergarten
Subject: Early Childhood
Teaching Experience: 30

“Believing that all children must feel safe and nurtured, I take all the time necessary to have meaningful relationships
with my students.”

Rouyan Barill
Van Bokkelen Elementary School
Grade: Kindergarten
Subject: Early Childhood
Teaching Experience:

32

“How gratifying it is to have the capacity of continuing to learn throughout our lives, realizing that there is no limit
to the knowledge we can accumulate  …  Always in awe of the efficacy of early learners, I am obligated to maintain
the momentum of exploration and discovery … active learning must characterize their learning environment.”

Alyson Bradford
Odenton Elementary School
Grades: 2 and 5
Subject: Special Education
Teaching Experience: 19

“By providing my students with the supports and specialized instruction that they need, I get to see them at their best,
and I get to shine a light on their talents for their teachers, parents, and the students themselves to see. It is when we
all recognize the potential in children that they have the best chance of succeeding.”

Laura Casciato
Wiley H. Bates Middle School
Grade: 8
Subject: Mathematics
Teaching Experience: 5

“I feel that it is my job to make sure my students know that I will do whatever it takes to make the material
meaningful to them … If I can give them at least one year where they feel successful in math, then that will carry
throughout high school.”

Danielle Channell
Germantown Elementary School
Grade: 1
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 6

“When a child walks through my classroom door, I want them to feel a sense of community and to be comfortable
taking risks and making mistakes. Most importantly, students need to be engaged and I see my role as instilling
motivation and enthusiasm using my own passion for learning.”

Excellence in Education Nominees

Dawn Conway
Hillsmere Elementary School
Grade: 2
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 18

“My goal … is to instill a passion and love for learning in each of my students. I want them to be successful in all
that they do and always believe that they can achieve great things in the classroom and beyond … My students and
colleagues inspire me to be the best that I can be. I endeavor to do the same for them.”

Laura Dembeck

Frank Hebron-Harman Elementary School
Grade: 3
Subject: Elementary

Teaching Experience:

10

“I hope that through my teaching, students will be more compassionate and understanding of others. I have learned
so much from each class that I have taught, and I hope my teaching style reflects the compassion and understanding I
have, just as I expect it from my students.”

Casey Dunleavy
Quarterfield Elementary School
Grade: 2
Subjects: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 10

“Creating a safe learning environment, putting time and effort into creating differentiated and engaging lessons — all
of this is necessary for advancing each and every student’s progress. When all these factors come together, it creates a
student ... who will thrive.”

Terri Duswalt
Southern Middle School

Grade: 6
Subject: Special Education
Teaching Experience: 7

“I have an unwavering belief that every student can be a genius … I passionately advocate by helping to break down
barriers and build on abilities to create learning opportunities that showcase each exceptional student’s intelligence
and creativity.”

Elizabeth Entwisle
Brooklyn Park Middle School
Grades: 6-8
Subject: Social Studies
Teaching Experience: 5

“My heart and soul are dedicated to my students. I will do everything in my power to make sure they feel appreciated
and loved … to empower and challenge them, and captivate their interests to reach their fullest potentials.”

Excellence in Education Nominees

Gredel Funk
Pasadena Elementary School

Grade: 4
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 15

“I emphasize compassion and respect in the classroom, which creates an incredible learning atmosphere for every child.
This rich and caring environment also allows for students to have a greater respect for diversity and connection to
each other.”

Tonia Haislip

Mary Moss at J. Albert Adams Academy
Grades: 6-9
Subject: Reading
Teaching Experience:

14

“I believe that building strong literacy skills leads to student empowerment, which in turn provides two of the greatest
gifts we can provide to children: choice and freedom. I take great pride in facilitating student and teacher growth
through an alchemy of collaboration, dedication, research-based methodology, and creativity.”

Nicole Hughes

Windsor Farm Elementary School
Grade: 1
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 17

“My philosophy of teaching cannot be summarized into one word or phrase. It is a belief, a passion, and a
responsibility. It is dynamic, engaging, and most of all an honor.”

Karen Jones
MacArthur Middle School
Grades: 6 & 8
Subject: English/Reading
Teaching Experience: 15

“I believe I am a powerful role model to my students because I expect the best of myself and, therefore, I usually get the
best from my students. I am ever aware of the tremendous obligation I have to ’walk my talk’ with my students.”

Melissa Kelly

Lake Shore Elementary School
National Board Certified Teacher
Grade: 4
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 11

“’I believe I am an outstanding teacher because I am always willing to try new things. If a colleague is willing to
share with me how they taught something, I am willing to try it out. This benefits my students because they are
seeing that teachers are also learners and that learning never stops.”
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Amy Kreglow
Glendale Elementary School
Grade: 3
Subject: Reading
Teaching Experience:

16

“I am an outstanding teacher because I dedicate a tremendous amount of time before and after school planning
engaging lessons; carefully thinking through the sequence to connect to every student’s background knowledge...My
classroom is a warm, inviting place for all students to succeed.”

Michael Kudlawiec
Meade Middle School
Grade: 6
Subject: Language
Teaching Experience:

Arts
12

“We as teachers hold the keys to unlocking the potential of our students. We have a unique opportunity to have a
positive impact on our students, both academically and personally. My ultimate goal is to educate through the
curriculum, but also make sure that they become well-rounded, productive members of society.”

Shaila Kulkarni
South River High School

Grades: 9-12
Subject: Mathematics
Teaching Experience: 11

“My vision statement is clearly posted in my classroom. It spells out my expectations for my students as I seek to raise
independent thinkers, cooperative learners, and self-starters. In truth, the writing is on the wall and I hold myself
accountable to these standards.”

Ellen Kusterer
Meade High School
Grades: 9-12
Subject: English
Teaching Experience:

6

“Students are motivated by positive relationships. When a teacher consistently treats students with compassion,
students will trust that teacher to lead them in the right direction”

Patricia Medeiros
Monarch Global Academy
Grade: 5
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 17

I believe it is worth taking the time to create a positive environment where the sharing of ideas, the voicing of
opinions, and asking questions is both accepted and admired … My goal is to guide students to … a global stage
where any individual can share their ideas and institute change.”
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Elizabeth Parker
Chesapeake Bay Middle School
Grades: 6-8
Subject: AVID
Teaching Experience:

9

“My teaching philosophy is similar to my cooking style … Each one of my students is a recipe to unlock. I have a year,
or if I’m lucky three years, to find the ingredients that start to move their natural flavors in the path of reaching full
potential.”

William Poist
Lindale Middle School
Grade: 6
Subject: Social Studies
Teaching Experience: 5

“Being welcoming and kind does not mean that I lower my standards. Children are products of our expectations. As
such, I model and stress the importance of giving 100 percent effort each and every day.”

Michele Polk
Woodside Elementary School
Grades: Pre-K-5
Subject: Physical Education
Teaching Experience: 19

“My philosophy is to instill in students an appreciation of physical fitness while learning to also enjoy it as a lifetime
activity. I want to make a difference in all of my students’ lives by providing and modifying activities in which they
can be successful”

Patricia Price
Jones Elementary School

Grade: Kindergarten
Subject: Early Childhood
Teaching Experience: 24

“It is an honor and privilege to teach our youngest learners. My primary teaching goal is to instill a love of learning
in each and every child. Students leave my classroom as kind and caring individuals with a passion for learning.”

Victoria Reed

Brooklyn Park Elementary School
Grade: 4
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 15

“By providing access to information rather than acting as the primary source of information, I encourage my students’
search for knowledge as they learn to question and find their own answers … Given the opportunity for connectivity
and creativity, students’ ideas and final products can prove much richer than I could have imagined.”
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Christine Rosenbloom
Severna Park Middle School

Grade: 8
Subject: Special Education
Teaching Experience: 20

“I work with students who have difficulty seeing their own potential, but I challenge them to be the best they can be
by pushing them to grow more confident every day … As I help them tap into their strengths and discover ways to
overcome challenges they face, they realize that I care.”

Cheryl Slack
Belvedere Elementary School
Grade: 2
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 16

“Every child can be successful with the right encouragement. It is my job to bring out the best in all of my students.
I will not fail to achieve this goal.”

Stacey Swingle
Oakwood Elementary School
National Board Certified Teacher
Grades: Pre-K-5
Subject: Reading
Teaching Experience:

25

“With an emphasis on a safe and respectful environment built on a solid character education program, our students
see ’superhero actions’ in each other and their teachers every day. This is how we enrich their lives, promoting every
student as unique, able to learn, and destined to reach his/her maximum potential.”

Betsy Werner

George Cromwell Elementary School
National Board Certified Teacher
Grades: 1-5
Subjects: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 9

Math

“Motivation is everything. In order to be a successful learner, one has to be motivated to learn … this motivation can
only come from within, and it is an educator’s job to locate that motivation and help it grow … Hearing a student
say, ’I did it!’ with a huge smile is what motivates me as a teacher, a learner, and a leader.”

Kelli Wirdzek

Richard Henry Lee Elementary School
Grade: 2
Subject: Elementary
Teaching Experience: 8

"My number one goal is to make sure that my students feel safe and secure. Encouraging a positive attitude and an
ability to laugh at and learn from mistakes is very important. This gives students the courage to try new things and
never give up."
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Business Partnership Awards
Anne Arundel Medical Center
Ivan George
Nominated By: Severna Park High School
Ivan George, the director of the James and Sylvia Earl Simulation to Advance Innovation and Learning Center (SAIL), housed
at Anne Arundel Medical Center, has been a pioneer in developing opportunities for students in the Business, Innovation, &
Leadership Signature Program at Severna Park High School. As the first simulated medical center in the country to offer high
school internships, the SAIL Center is indeed an innovator. This unique partnership opens doors for high school students
throughout the county to internships, research, leadership, and networking opportunities with world-renowned doctors,
fellows, and corporations. Under his direction, student internships at the SAIL Center have led to publication in medical
journals, participation in international surgical conferences, development of student lecture series and live tele-surgeries, and
medical device training. Students have also won national awards for their outstanding work with the SAIL team.

Bowie Baysox
Mr. Adam Pohl
Nominated By: STEM Office, AACPS
The Bowie Baysox organization, represented by Adam Pohl, has been an incredible partner for AACPS. Pohl has worked
on behalf of not only the students, but also the teachers and staff. The goal of providing ever-increasing opportunities for
learning and advanced achievement is evident in every program the Baysox implement. The fact that all they do is available
to every student in one way or another, demonstrates a desire to support the elevation of all students and a goal of helping
AACPS to eliminate all gaps.

Dogwood Acres
Nominated By: Phoenix Academy
Phoenix Academy students and staff equally enjoy when Dogwood Acres visits the school. Through its Caring Canines program,
therapy dogs and their handlers have done amazing work by participating in the school’s reading program. The partnership
has had great success supporting, encouraging, and molding successful readers.

First Command Financial Services
John Olson
Nominated By: Old Mill High School
John Olson has been a dedicated member of the Old Mill High School Signature Integrated Community Stakeholder’s Team,
or ICST. He regularly attends meetings, contributing time and energy to the development of the International Economics and
Finance Signature. He volunteers his time during the Mock Interview Program, and recently has helped to create a scholarship
through First Command Financials Educational Foundation. The scholarship, available to seniors looking to continue their
education beyond high school, is geared toward business-minded students. Olson is a genuine, caring, and concerned member
of the Old Mill Signature team, and his efforts are greatly appreciated.

Anne Arundel County

Business Partnership Awards
Franklin Toys
Jeff Franklin
Nominated By: AACPS Central Office
Jeff Franklin and his team at Franklin Toys have been profoundly helpful and loyal to support AACPS staff and students. All
educators receive a 10 percent discount automatically, but that is just the tip of the iceberg. Since the advent of countywide
co-curricular clubs, such as the 24 Game, Franklin has been an integral component to making this work. Additionally, in the
past eight years, Franklin has supported our early literacy initiatives by helping to fund and provide books to our youngest
learners, including those just born at AAMC. He has helped to create numerous community supports for young learners
through his work as the Chair of the Anne Arundel County Early Childhood Coalition. Most recently, Jeff has worked side
by side to support our new curriculum. He has helped to identify and find games and activities that will align to and support
science and social studies standards, which guide the entire instructional day. He has invited staff to visit his store to learn about
and discover new games, play, and even borrow games to be able to help easily and fully integrate them into the curriculum.

iJET International
Bruce McIndoe
Nominated By: South River High School
Bruce McIndoe, CEO and founder of iJET International, a recognized leader in the risk management, travel, and intelligence
industries, has been the backbone of the South River High School Global Communications and Public Affairs Signature
Program. For the past nine years, McIndoe has volunteered his time to numerous organizations and initiatives throughout
the school community. His true passion is empowering youth, building their self-esteem, and providing a strong foundation
for their future through development of leadership skills. He and his employees bring his passion to life by participating
in activities such as: mock interviews, college/career/business expos, advisories, science fairs, STEM capstone projects, and
Curriculum Writing to career advisories, as well as materials and incentives donations.

Natural Resources Conservation Service of the USDA
Dean Cowherd
Nominated By: Broadneck High School/Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center
Dean Cowherd enthusiastically supports environmental literacy at both Broadneck High School and the Arlington Echo
Outdoor Education Center. His support is evident as he shares his passion for outdoor education by promoting careers in the
natural resources and science fields and bringing awareness for environmental stewardship to the students of Anne Arundel
County. Cowherd’s dedication is also unwavering. He serves as a member of the Integrated Community Stakeholder Team
at Broadneck High School, is an active participant in the county’s Envirothon, and works tirelessly to prepare interactive
presentations on soil health for our students.
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Pathways Anne Arundel Medical Center
Mandy Larkins
Nominated By: Northeast High School/AACPS Central Office
Mandy Larkins gives countless hours to support the Northeast High School Human Performance Signature Program. She
works in the classroom and with clubs, sets up interactive activities during lunch periods, sets up tables for Signature Program
fairs, and helps with running Signature events. Larkins was instrumental in getting a Students Against Destructive Decisions
(SADD) Club launched at the high school and middle school that feeds into Northeast. She attends community meetings
and reports to the Signature team and SADD chapters at the two schools. Her special relationship in the school actually goes
back to her high school days when she was a student at Northeast, then later when she taught at the middle school which
feeds into Northeast. She knows many of the high school students from her middle school teaching days, which makes it
easier for her to build relationships with the Signature students at the school.

Pasadena Business Association
Nominated By: Chesapeake High School/ Northeast High School
The Pasadena Business Association (PBA) is a group of over 300 members that reaches the people of Pasadena through
community assistance and public events. Sandi Parrish is the Executive Director and captain at the ship’s helm—a great
analogy to describe how important the PBA is to this waterway community. Parrish shows great leadership in making sure
that the education and lives of Pasadena students is a top priority to the work of the PBA. PBA members spend countless
hours and many dollars to support the students and their families. Chesapeake and Northeast feeder schools could not find
a bigger booster for the Pasadena community.

Rockwell Collins
Rolf Stefani
Nominated By: South River High School
Rolf Stefani of the Rockwell Collins aerospace company is a vital part of the STEM Magnet Program at South River High
School. His expertise, passion, dedication, guidance, and perseverance were poured into the Unmanned Aerial Systems
course from which students now benefit. Without him, this essential exposure to aeronautical science would not have been
a successful reality for STEM students.

Ruppert Landscape Management Forestville Branch
Matt Davidson
Nominated By: Southern High School
Matt Davidson and Ruppert Landscape Management Forestville Branch employees gave Southern High Design: Preservation
& Innovation Signature Program students a real-world opportunity to apply their lessons. Through a full, professional design
challenge to the students, Davidson worked with teachers to write and implement curriculum, guest teach, mentor and
project manage students as they used their new knowledge of landscape design to create and plant a state of the art garden at
the entrance to Southern High School. By donating countless hours, plant naterials, and other resources, Ruppert Landscape
Forestville Branch used the student design to bring the school garden and the Southern High School campus to life.

Anne Arundel County

Business Partnership Awards
Vuong’s Martial Arts
Nominated By: Nantucket Elementary
Vuong’s Martial Arts is an outstanding business partner to Nantucket Elementary. Many students at the school know Master
Chien by name and can articulate the important lessons he (and his staff ) have taught them during the week-long Bully
Busters program. The school staff is very familiar with the Vuong family and is appreciative of all of their hard work and
generosity. For eight years, Vuong’s Martial Arts has been unwavering in its commitment to the Nantucket Elementary School
community. For that, the school publicly says "thank you" through this nomination.
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Former AACPS Teachers of the Year
2014–15

Jennie J.L. Merrill...............................Fifth Grade | Severna Park ES
(also Maryland Finalist)

2013–14

Christina Houstian.............................Social Studies | Broadneck HS

2012–13

Jodie Hogan................................... Spanish | South River HS
(also Maryland Finalist)

2011–12

Martha Gardner............................. Elementary Teacher | Belvedere ES

2010–11

Laura Groo..................................... Language Arts | Southern MS
(also Maryland Finalist)

2009–10

Erin Sullivan.................................. ESOL | Glen Burnie HS

2008–09

Donna McCallister......................... Language Arts | George Fox MS

2007–08

Clayton Culp................................. Mathematics | Broadneck HS

2006–07

Alicia Appel................................... English | Southern HS
(also Maryland Finalist)

2005–06

Susan Casler................................... Language Arts | Crofton MS
(also Maryland Finalist)

2004–05

Walter “Skip” Lee........................... Physical Education | Chesapeake HS

2003–04

Michael Bell................................... Art | Southern HS

2000–01

Anthony Berard.............................. Social Studies | Glen Burnie HS

2001–02

Mattie Procaccini........................... English | Old Mill HS

2002–03

André Jones.................................... Social Studies | Severna Park MS

1999–00

Denise Levitine.............................. Art | Piney Orchard ES

1998–99

Diane Gerrior................................. Instrumental Music | Severn River MS
(also Maryland Finalist)

1997–98

Bruce Villwock............................... Physical Education | Broadneck HS

1996–97

Priscilla Ward................................. Pre–K | Germantown ES
(also Maryland Finalist)

1995–96

Kandace Chase............................... Special Education | Ruth Eason School

1994–95

Thomas Cordts.............................. Physical Education | Windsor Farm ES

1993–94

Linda Adamson.............................. Elementary | Mayo ES and Jessup ES
(also Maryland Teacher of the Year – 1995)

1992–93

Jane Daugherty............................... Music | Broadneck HS
(also Maryland Finalist)

1991–92

Virginia Crespo.............................. Social Studies | Broadneck HS
(also Maryland Finalist)

1990–91

Olin Yoder..................................... Art | Meade HS
(also Maryland Finalist)

1989–90

Art Smelkinson............................... Drama | Old Mill HS

1988–89

Patricia Neidhardt.......................... Science | Broadneck HS
(also Maryland Teacher of the Year – 1990)

1987–88

Penny Vahsen................................. Science | Magothy River MS

1986–87

Richard Wiles................................. Physical Education | Millersville ES
(also Maryland Finalist)

