Middle
Empower Student Voice

August

Step
1

Step
3

Have Some Fun

Listen & Read
The Recess Queen

Physical
Action

Lead a group discussion during one of your activities such as a
summer program or camp. Ask your coach or captain how you
can take a leadership role on your team during summer
practice.Ask questions, don’t be afraid to ask for clarification.

Creative
Action

Create a Podcast on a subject you are passionate about. It can
be fun, funny, serious, or mysterious. Here are some resources
to help you get started.

Written
Action

Write an acrostic poem or narrative. Write your name vertically
on the left side of a piece of paper. For each letter write
something positive about yourself.

Community
Action

Host a watch party for a movie that will empower others such
as Maria Full of Hope.You can request online access at
www.caseygrants.hope

by Alexis O’Neill

Step
2

Consider Reading
Marley Dias Gets It Done
by Marley Davis

Ban This Book
by Alan Gratz

Dress Coded
by Carrie Firestone

The Crossroads (also in Español)
by Alexandra Diaz

Book

Availability

Summary
Marley Dias, the powerhouse girl-wonder who started the #1000blackgirlbooks campaign, speaks to
kids about her passion for making our world a better place, and how to make their dreams come
true!

Amy Anne Ollinger tried to check out a book from her school library only to find out the book has
been banned. So she starts a "banned book" library from her locker, which becomes wildly popular.
She is then thrust into a battle over censorship with her school.

Middle schooler Molly Frost starts a podcast in protest of her school's unfair dress code policies,
which disproportionately aﬀect young girls, especially those with curvy bodies. When her podcast
gains notoriety, she faces not only bullying, but also the scrutiny of the local school board.

Jaime Rivera is an undocumented teen who came to the United States from Guatemala hoping for a
better life. While his cousin, Angela, seems to fit in at school quickly, Jaime struggles and wishes to be
with his family in his native country. Jaime sketches his observations in his sketchbook and finds
hope in a few unexpected allies.

