
Magnet Information Update 2
Summer 2022

Welcome Magnet Families!



Agenda

• Transportation Updates

•Magnet Parent Survey

• Frequently Asked Questions



Magnet Transportation Updates

• Magnet Bus routes/stops have been posted on https://busstops.aacps.org

• Please ensure that you have identified the bus that your child will take to and 

from school each day.

• If you have questions about specific routes or stops, please contact the 

Transportation Office.  Regional transportation specialists are listed at 

https://www.aacps.org/transportation. 

https://busstops.aacps.org/
https://www.aacps.org/transportation


Magnet Survey and Upcoming Info Sessions

If you have not done so already….

All Magnet Parents are encouraged to complete the survey linked below:

https://forms.gle/7ZL6Ycf6S5Ps4AV96

Answers to questions submitted will be discussed during the upcoming 
information session to be released on August 24th

https://forms.gle/7ZL6Ycf6S5Ps4AV96


Frequently Asked Questions
Questions for the Magnet Team Category Responses from the Magnet Team

I have two children in MacArthur's IB middle school program--
Christine, who number is listed in this form, and her twin 
brother Jonathan. They will be in 8th grade this year. We are 
looking into the various magnet high school programs for 
them. When are the deadlines for applications to those 
schools? Thank you.

Application For this coming year, we open for applications at noon on October 10 and 
close at noon on November 21.  Please go to www.aacps.org/magnet for 
the latest information.

Has a decision been made in regards to when clubs will be 
held?

Clubs Clubs will be offered during flex periods and possibly after school.  Your 
child's school should develop a schedule to be shared with students and 
families.

What supports are in place for seniors in terms of audition 
recordings and recommendations, in prep for college 
applications?

College Prep Students have the ability to create portfolios of their work.  Each high 
school provides access to a program called Naviance that will assist 
students with college applications.  School Counselors will be another 
great resource for  college applications. 

Are there any scholarships that the magnet program offers for 
students planning to attend higher education?

College Prep We do not provide scholarships to students directly.  However, students 
have access to numerous scholarships and can get support with applying 
for them.  Typically, Magnet Program students as a whole earn millions of 
dollars in scholarships annually.



Frequently Asked Questions
Questions for the Magnet Team Category Responses from the Magnet Team

1) What specific activities/field trips will the Magnet Booster 
offer
2)Will these activities be a part of a regular school hours

Field Trips Field trips and other experiences are planned at the school level. 
Members of the Magnet Booster organization may be asked to serve as 
chaperones on trips to minimize the impact to the rest of the school.  
Most field trips take place during the school day but there are exceptions.

Will field trips resume this year? I'm eager to have my PVA 
student to have access to live theater performances again 
now that the pandemic is waning.

Field Trips Field trips will be an expectation for every Magnet student this year.  
Please feel free to reach out to your school Magnet Department 
Chairperson to get more information regarding specific plans.

Will there be international travel opportunities for IB 
students?

Field Trips We will begin planning international experiences again this year for all 
Magnet students.

Do we have to go to both Orientation nights or just one? Orientation Only one orientation night is needed.  Please contact the Transportation 
Office for specific information about transportation concerns.  Their 
website is www.aacps.org/transportation.

With bussing issues, shouldn’t parking spots at high schools 
be reserved for STEM Seniors? For example, my Senior does 
not have a driver’s license yet, but will in the coming months. 
He was unable to apply for a parking spot due to the 
pandemic delaying his attendance at driver’s education. 
Shouldn’t NCHS reserve parking spots for these kids coming 
from all over the county instead of the ridiculous “first come, 
first serve, even if you live a block away” policy?

Parking Parking spaces at schools are limited and governed by school board 
policy.  Any exceptions must be approved by the building principal.



Frequently Asked Questions

Questions for the Magnet Team Category Responses from the Magnet Team

Is there any consideration being given to having extended day 
before school instead of after?  

PVA No.  Extended Day programming will continue to take place after the 
regular school day.

Could a student be excused from extended day if they 
participate in a comparable arts activity closer to home?

PVA Not likely.  Participation in Extended Day programming is a requirement of 
the program.  Exceptions may be considered for specific instances.  Please 
contact pva@aacps.org for more information.

Could the PVA program consider adding keyboard to the musical 
instruments allowed in the program?

PVA We are always examining Primes to improve the prgram experience.  Please 
contact Mr. Kauffmann, Senior Manager of PVA, at pva@aacps.org. 

if my son gets on the football team will that be a problem for 
him to thrive in the program? Also, I'm hoping he takes some 
classes at AACC and I'm afraid that football could be a problem 
also (he will start 9th grade this year)

Sports Participation in extracurricular activities should not be a problem for 
Magnet students.  In some cases, they may not be able to play a sport every 
season.  Please contact the school counselor to discuss options for AACC 
when your student becomes a Junior.  Many of the dual credit classes can 
be taken during the regular school day.

My son is involved in travel sports programs during the school 
year, will these programs continue to be acceptable alternatives 
to the "club" requirement?

Sports Sports are not substitutes for the STEM or PVA club requirements.  There 
may be limited exceptions where substitutions for specific activities can be 
considered.  Please contact your school's Magnet Lead to discuss.



Frequently Asked Questions
Questions for the Magnet Team Category Responses from the Magnet Team

Are all magnet program teaching positions filled for the 
upcoming school year?

Staffing There is a significant teacher shortage nationally and in our area.  Schools 
are continuing to interview and hire qualified candidates.  Your school's 
principal is the best poiht of contact for updates on staffing.

I hope AACPS will consider staggered start times for Bates and 
Annapolis, who share magnet buses.

Start Times School start times have been released publicly on 
https://www.aacps.org/schoolhours and are unlikely to change for the 
upcoming school year at this point.

Is there a school supply list that we need for the students in the 
magnet program?

Supplies There is no Magnet school supply list.  However, each school/teacher has a 
supply list.  Please visit the school's website for more information on school 
supplies.

Can a student switch to another Magnet program in another 
location or county?

Transfer Accepting a seat in a Magnet Program is a 3-year (middle school) or 4-year 
(high school) commitment.  If a Magnet program accepts students beyond 
grade 6 or 9, transferring is something that can be discussed with program 
leaders and would be dependent upon available space in the program.  We 
are not able to determine how another school district would accept a 
transfer from an AACPS Magnet program.

Will there be a bus picking up for Brooklyn Park Middle at Meade 
Middle?

Transportation Please contact the Transportation Office for specific information about 
transportation concerns. Their website is www.aacps.org/transportation. 
Our understanding is that the Transportation Office will publish all stops at 
www.aacps.org. 



Frequently Asked Questions

Questions for the Magnet Team Category Responses from the Magnet Team

Will there be bus service from Crofton for the South River STEM 
students?

Transportation Please contact the Transportation Office for specific information about 
transportation concerns. Their website is www.aacps.org/transportation.

Will children be penalized with absences (excused or 
otherwise) due to last minute cancellations of buses?

Transportation We will consult with the Office of Student Data concerning absences.  For 
the International Baccalaureate Programme, please contact the District 
Coordinator (maustin1@aacps.org).  At this time, there is not a work-from-
home alternative for students. 

How would transportation work for students in an after school
club or athlete?

Transportation If students remain after school for extra-curricular activites, the parent is 
responsible for transportation home from school.

If our child cannot attend school due to transportation issues, 
will that be held against her?

Transportation Lack of school transportation (i.e. no bus is provided) is an excused 
absence.  This is not the same as experiencing car trouble or missing the 
bus.

Also can my daughter ride the bus sometimes but also get 
dropped off right at her IB program other times via car rider?

Transportation Please bring this to the attention of the bus driver during the first week of 
school.  



Frequently Asked Questions

Questions for the Magnet Team Category Responses from the Magnet Team

When do the STEM uniforms that were ordered in May (maybe, 
time flies!) arrive?

Uniforms Please contact the school lead of the STEM school for information 
concerning uniforms.

Will there be a work from home alternative if buses are 
unavailable??

Virtual Teachers are suppoosed to post assignments to their Brightspace page in 
the event that students are absent for any reason.  At this time, there is not 
a plan for virtual instruction to students at home in the event of a 
transportation disruption.

Please let me know of volunteer opportunities. Volunteer/Booster Please contact your school's magnet Department Chair for volunteer 
opportunities.

I would still like information regarding the magnet booster 
program. Currently it may be difficult to be a leader, however 
this may change.

Volunteer/Booster School-based Magnet staff will reach out to all parents who indicate 
interest through the Google Form as the school year gets underway.


