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State Guidelines for Student Selection
In 2002, the Maryland Legislature enacted Senate Bill 856, Bridge to Excellence.  
This legislation established public prekindergarten programs for children with needs 
that may limit their readiness for school and requires priority placement for four 
years olds determined to be economically disadvantaged. 

Anne Arundel County residents from any attendance area may apply to any  
prekindergarten site, with the exception of Hilltop Elementary and Belle Grove 
Elementary. Children must be four years old on or before September 1 to apply. 

Principals at prekindergarten sites will assign students to categories following  
system-wide criteria. Applications will be evaluated and parents will be notified  
of acceptance or placement on the waiting list. 

Students will be selected from Category 1 before moving to Category 2, Category 2 
before Category 3, etc. until all seats at the sites are filled. When spaces become  
available during the year the same procedure will be used to maintain enrollment.

Category 1—Economically Disadvantaged
Economically disadvantaged is defined by the Maryland State Department of  
Education as eligible for free or reduced lunch. Income verification is required. 
Homeless students have the right to enroll immediately.

Category 2—Other School Readiness Needs
If seats remain after the end of August, schools will begin to offer enrollment to  
students on Category 2 waiting lists. Category 2 includes English Language  
Learners, children with a current IEP or IFSP, and students with health or  
family emergencies that impact school readiness.

Category 3—No Documented need that would impact school readiness
If seats remain after mid September, schools may offer enrollment to a limited num-
ber of students without documented needs that negatively impact school readiness.

Transportation
Transportation is provided to those students residing in the prekindergarten schools’  
attendance area and reside outside the ½ mile walk distance.


