Summer 2019 - IB Diploma Programme Rising Grade 11 Summer Assignment - The Ottoman Empire
Part 1: Your task is to go to the websites listed on this page, play with the maps, study the Ottoman Rise PPT, watch the
videos and answer the following questions. Type the answers and submit to Mr. DeManss on the first day of History. It’s
that simple! If for some reason you cannot find an answer on one of these sites, feel free to do your own research on the
Ottoman Empire. Make sure you answer each question as comprehensively as possible and write the question preceding
the answer you provide. It is strongly recommended that you view each of the resources in full first. This will provide you
the needed perspective and context essential to sound analysis and evaluation. Then craft your answers in accordance
to the Summer Assignment Rubric.
Resources:
Rise of the Ottomans overview video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMpfdpHPNDE
BBC Documentary: Ottoman Empire – The War Machine: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwJyfOIqnSk
Crash Course in History-Venice and Ottoman Empire https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UN-II_jBzzo
Encyclopedia of the Middle East: Ottoman Empire http://www.mideastweb.org/Middle-East-Encyclopedia/ottoman.htm
Cool map that demonstrates expansion and contraction of the Ottoman Empire over the centuries:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KuwanQyGKHw
• Ottoman Rise PowerPoint – See Meade Summer Assignment website
Questions
•
•
•
•
•

1. What is the geographic origin of the Turks?
2. What empire will the Ottoman’s sack in order to expand into Europe?
3. After examining the Rise and Fall of the Ottoman Empire, what part of the world did the Ottomans control? How did the
map change from 1280 to 1923? Be specific.
4. The Ottoman Empire bordered which bodies of water?
5. Analyze the geography of the Ottoman Empire throughout its reign. How was the location of the Ottoman Empire an
advantage to the Ottoman Turks? What advantages were afforded them given their location? Make sure to provide
evidence based analysis.
6. What type of government was Venice and what was the title of their rulers?
7. What were the Venetians experts at and what was their relationship to the Ottomans? Why did their relationship
work?
8. How long did the Ottoman Empire last? What time period were they the greatest?
9. How did the Ottomans become so wealthy?
10. What is a Eunuch and how/why were they used in the Ottoman Empire?
11. Who were Janissaries? How does one become a Janissary?
12. How did the Janissaries both benefit and threaten Sultan rule?
13. How did the relationship between the Venetians and the Ottomans pave the way for the Renaissance?
14. How did this relationship between the Muslim and European worlds firm up ideas that would lead to world
exploration?
15. What is the significance of the Bosporus and Dardanelles Straits?
16. How did the Ottomans use gunpowder?
17. Who was Mehmet II and why is he significant to the rise of the Ottoman Empire? Essentially, what did he do that
greatly benefitted the rise of the Ottomans?
18. What was the significance of the Hagia Sophia?
19. Define the term Sultan.
20. Describe Sultan Suleiman I (1520-1566). Why is he so legendary? What different names did he go by?
21. Provide a comprehensive list of the factors that contributed to the rise of Ottoman strength.
22. What is a harem and what does it mean? How is it the center of dynastic power?
23. Who is Roxelana? How can you describe the women of the harem?
24. Who were Shiites and who were the Sunnis?
25. Make an inference; based on what you now know about the Ottoman and the Saffavid empires, why do you think the
Shiites and the Sunnis are currently struggling for power in Iraq?
Part 2: Middle East and North Africa Geography Supplement. Follow the directions for the three maps of the geography
supplement. They are designed to better acquaint you with the geography of the region you will be studying in IB World
History 11. Geography knowledge is key to properly understanding the strengths and weaknesses of the Ottoman Empire.
Expect a geography quiz among the first classes upon your return to school.

