
   

January 22, 2018 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

As we get ready for PARCC Testing, I wanted to remind you of a few things that will affect your 7th 
grader.  In 8th grade there are two possible math options for your student.  Mathematics 8 is the on 
grade level course and Algebra 1 is the accelerated course.  With that being said, I wanted to remind you 
of the criteria that will be used now (and over the summer) to determine if your child will be taking 
Algebra next year as an 8th grader. 

Your child is currently in Math 7/8.  The following are required in order to take Algebra 1: 

a. Earn a 70% or higher for the year in their Math 7/8 class 
                                                   AND 

b. Earn a 3 or higher (raw score of 725 or higher) on PARCC in 7th grade (scores come in over 
the summer.  Please understand that we will have to look at incoming data over the summer 
for the final course recommendation. 

If your child does not meet even one of these requirements, they will be scheduled in a Math 8 
course for the 2018-2019 school year. 

It is important to understand that there is nothing wrong with a student being on grade level in Math 8.  
There is NO rush to advance students into the Algebra 1 course as it contains content from the old 
Algebra 2 course; exponential and quadratic functions.  It is more important for a student to gain a deep 
understanding of the middle school math content to be able to access higher levels of mathematics in 
high school.  If your child is enrolled in Math 8 in 8th grade, they will be enrolled in Algebra 1 in 9th grade. 

Our 7th graders will take their math PARCC test on May 24 and May 25.  If your student would like to 
practice before the upcoming PARCC test they can do so using the website 
https://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/math/.  Just click on “Grade 7” and there are three units 
where they can practice with the content and using the online tools. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 410-222-6493 or email 
bewilliams1@aacps.org.  

 

       Thank you, 

        

       Bridget Williams 
       Corkran Middle School 
       Math Department Chair 


