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|. Overview

Assessment is a continual process that includes the entire range ollearning experiences and their outcomes. Assessment allows lor the gatliering and analysis ol
information about student penformance and informs future instructional planning. It determines what students l<now, un(lerstan(l, and can do at different stages in
the learning process.

Assessment is integral to all teacliing anrl learning. ltis central to tlie lnternational Baocalaureate Primary Years Program‘s goal oFtliouglitlully an(l ellectively
guirling cl'iil(lren tlirougli tlie essential elements ol learning: tl]e unrlerstan(ling olconcepts, tlie acquisition oll<nowle<lge, tlwe mastering ol sl<ills, tlie <levelopment ol
attitucles, development oltlie learner prolile, an(l tlie opportunity to tal(e responsilale action.

All stal<el10l(lers concerne(l Witl’] assessment--cliil(lren, teacliers, parents, administrators, an(l l)oar(l memlaers--must liave a clear un(lerstan(ling oltlie reasons For
tlie assessment, wliat is l)eing assesserl, tlie criteria lCOI’ success, an(l tlie metlw(l l9y wliiclu tlie assessment is marle. Grading sliould l)e transparent an(l easily

un(lerstood. BOtl’i cliilclren an(l teacliers slioulcl liave an active role in assessment, as part oltlie clevelopment olwirler critical tliinl<ingan<l sell—evaluation sl(ills.

Assessment is crucial to teacliing and learning. Assessment focuses on the quality of student learning rluring the process olinquiry and instruction, and on the
quality of the pro<lucts of that learning. Assessment is, tlierelore, integral to the tauglut curriculum. It i the means l)y which we analyze student learning and the
effectiveness of our teacliing and acts as a foundation on which to base our future planning and practice. Assessment is a way to give students opportunities to
(levelop awide range of skills in expressing their understantling assessments should be rigorous, relevant and appropriate in assessing lmowle(lge and skill.

Our belief that it is more important for students to engage in appropriately cl]allenging learning experiences than it is for students to earn the liigluest marl<s, impacts
our assessment l)eliels. Soutli Sliore stuclents will l)e cliallengetl to strive For tlie liigliest levels ol learning engagement an(l acliievement. V\/e, asa stall at Soutli
Sliore, recognize tlie importance ol gra(les, laut we promote cliallenging students to learn an<l un(lerstan(l, not just earn a gra(le. We value tlie importance olvertical
alignment, un(lerstan(ling the expectations at the next level and the implications For moving Forwar(l.

Stallslioulrl also l)e concerne(l Witli evaluating tlie ellicacy oltlie programme.
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||. Why Do We Assess Students’ Worl(z

A Purposes of Assessment
Assessment is a continual process that includes the entire range oF]earning experiences and their outcomes; it is not aiways limited to the final

product. Some evaluations are designed to result in formal grades (in grades i-g), while others are designed to provide feedback on ]earning without

Ioeing graded.

V\/e, asa staitiC at SOUtI’l Snore, |9eiieve tiiat:

Students' deveiopment oFtne Essentia] Eiements snouid i)e assessed tiirougiiout tiie year.

All students should be Worl«ing towards mastery of ]earning outcomes, derived from the CCSS based curriculum, according to their identified
needs.

Assessment is crucial to teaciiing and iearning; tasks should be relevant and appropriate in assessing imow]edge and skill.

Assessment tasks are an important part of the |earning process and should not be distinct from iearning experiences.

Assessment allows teachers to give students many opportunities to show their understanding in a variety of ways.

Assessments are differentiated with modifications made when necessary.

Assessments are i)ased ona c]ear set oFcriteria, easi|y understood ioy a” staLeiio|ders.

With regards to assessment, considerations are made for all student groups, inc]uding students with Speciai Needs, Exceptionai Needs and
Eng]isii i_anguage Learning goais.

We, asa staiq3 at Soutii Siiore, i)eiieve tiiat student iearning is promoted tiqrougii:

Assessing prior i(nowiedge and experience

Engaging in authentic assessment tasks

Assessing taugiit content in a novel context

Persona[izing instruction to meet individual needs and interests, and a”owing for student agency, when appropriate.
Engaging learners in self and peer reflection to determine strengtiis and weaknesses and to set goais.

Providing reievant and time|y Feedloaci«

We, as a staff at South Shore, believe that information about student ieaming is provided tnrougn:

Exampies of student work or peri?ormances

Data spechfic to i)enciimad(s, rubrics, and/or test scores
Student observation

Test resuits

Portfolios

SeiiC reiqection

We, as a staff at South Siiore, believe that our program uses a variety of student assessments to:

Assess students’ prior Lnowiedge

Guide teacher pianning and presentation

Assess new/ongoing |earning

Assess student penformance reiative to nationai, state, and county standards as we” as PYP essentia| e|ements
Focus on c|osing tiie aciiievement gaps among a” students

Inform entire school community § stakeholders

V\/e, asa staitiC at SOUtI’l Snore, |9e|ieve tiiat Considerations iCOl’ students witii Specia| Needs must |9e ta|<en due to tne ito”owing reasons:

|nc|usiveness
Ai)iiity to provide accommodations in tiie context oi‘tiie units
I_egai
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B. Principles of Assessment
Soutl1 Sllore Elementary Sclmool S Essential Agreement on Assessment is a pro<luct ola collal?orative ellort l?y tl]e stall. It recognizes tlrat tlle
fundamental purposes of assessment are to aclmowledge student learning and the flevelopment of the whole child tlwrouglw the learner prolile.

We as a stall at Soutl1 Slwre pelieve tlrat el‘lective assessment sl10ulcl:

o  Provide feedback for students and teachers to revise/advance perlormance, learning, and teaclﬂng.
Be formative and summative.
Use ol sell, peer, teacl1er, an(l parent rellection as an essential an(l integral part olassessment.
Allow for personalization of learning, as appropriate.
Be l)alance(l in autlrentic tasl<s antl stan(lar(lize(l assessment.
Have criteria that are known and understood in advance.

Analyze an(l rellect on stU(lent learning processes an(l prO(lucts.

[II. What Do We Assess?

ll]rougln the [B PYP Programme of lnquiry, South Shore teachers strive to provirle the opportunity for learners to construct meaning primarily tlmrouglu
structured inquiry. This is accomplislre(l l)y emplrasizingtlre connections between sul)ject—specilic l<nowle<lge and tranS(lisciplinary skills and themes.
The transclisciplinary themes provitle a focus for inquiry, while literacy and numeracy provi<le the tools. Feedback should be given on student progress
and perlormance in each of these areas.

Aclclitionally, lee<ll9acl< slwoulrl l9e provirlecl on tl1e attriloutes liste(l in tl1e PYP Learner Prol:ile. Tlﬂs prol:ile serves to increase tl1e learnerys awareness
of, and sensitivity to, the experiences of others l)eyon(l the local or national community, tlrerel)y promoting an un(lerstamlingtlrat there is a

commonality ollmuman experience.

\Ne assess perlormance ancl progress in eacln ol tlne Following supject areas as tlney comprise tlle require(l Report to Parents ol stu(lents atten(ling
Anne Arundel County Public Schools: Englisn/Reading, l:_nglislw/\/\/riting, Math, Science, Social Studies, Art, Health, Music, leysical Fducation,
citizenslnip education, and worl«/stutly skills. At South Shore Elementary, French is l9eingtaugl1t as an authentic engagement in the language and is

not lormally assesse(l. l'lowever, students are evaluate(l on tlreir participation in language instruction.
In order to allow our students to be balanced effective communicators, we as a staff value the importance olprovirling students with multiple and
varie(l writing situations. We value tl1e importance ol legilale penmanslﬂp an(l also empl1asize tl1e role ol teclmology in promoting 21+ century sl<ills in

our writing program.

We assess accorflingtlue mandates set into place and requirecl l)y the State olMarylancl. State testing occurs in Grades 3,4, and b.
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IV When and I'IOW DO We ASSGSSZ

A Types of Assessments
Pre-Assessment: Pre-assessment occurs before embar]&ing on new Iearning to assess prior l(now|edge, skills and experiences.
Screening: Screenings are conducted to i&entiry baseline skills data: to p]an groupings, interventions, specia] p]acements, and target instruction.

Formative Assessment: Formative assessment is an integral part of the learning process. It provi(Jes feedback about the learning and nelps with the
planning of the next stage.

Summative Assessment: Summative assessment occurs at the end of a teacning and |earning cyc]e. Students are given the opportunity to demonstrate
what has been learned and prompt students towards action.

Diagnostic: These tests are used to pinpoint skill weaknesses in students who are not ma|<ing sufficient progress.
The Exhibition as Summative Assessment

Pu[pose:

The Exhibition is the culminating experience for the 1B Primary Years Programme. It requires students to syntnesize their prior |<now|edge
and to apply it in a self-directed manner. The Exhibition provides an authentic summative assessment for the PYP years. The sul?ject of the Exhibition
isa student—se]ected, rea|—world proHem wnicn warrants an extended investigation. ltisa ce]ebration wnich unites the scnool community in an

activity which represents the essence of PYP: Trans&isciphnary Skills embedded with the IB Student Profile and Attitudes.
The fifth grade Exhibition is undertaken Ey students in their final year of the PYP. The Exhibition represents a signh(‘icant event in the life of
our school encapsulating the essence of the PYP and encouraging younger students to look forward to their final year of the programme and their

Future participation in tne community at ]arge.

Essential Components:

® incorporates application or[ll(ey concepts
o usesall transdisciphnary skills

® integrates tne attitudes

®  engages in action
[}

consioers a” PYP tnemes
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State Testing
Maryland isa Governing State in tne Partnership For Assessment oF Readiness For Co”ege and Careers (PARCC), a consortium 01(‘ 24 states
Worked togetnerto develop an assessment system aligned to tne Common Core State Standards. ﬂ\e assessments Wi” lﬁe ancnored in co“ege and

career readiness; provide comparalaility across states; an(J lae a|9|e to assess and measure nigner—order sLi”s sucn as critical tninl(ing, communications,
an& pro|9|em so|ving.

Tne assessments in 3r& 4th & Eth grades are computer—based and Wi” inc[ude a mix oFconstructed and se|ected response items,
perrormance—baseci tasks and tecnnology—enhanced items.

PARCC assists educators in the classroom l)y prowdlng 1nstruct|ona| tools to support 1mp|ementat|on student achievement c{ata
proFessnona| Aeve[opment modules and educator Ied training to support peer-to- peer training. K-12 educators across tlne consortium 01[‘ PARCC
states nave been mvolved throughout tne deve|opment ortne PARCC assessments and re]ated mstructlona] and reportlngtools to ['1e|p ensure tne
assessment system provides the information and resources educators need most.

Tne PARCC assessments were Fu”y imp]emented in Maryland in the 20]4-]5 scnool year and replace& tne Mary|and Scnool Assessments.

To view tne PARCC Frameworks and a&ditiona| imCormation a[;out tne new assessments, visit tne PARCC website at vvvvw.parccon|ine.oré.

Taken from /7ttp:/ www, mary/anc/pu/a//cscnoo/s. org/ MSDE/ test/ng/ parcc/

Kindel_'garten
Countr Assessments

Schoo Assessments

IB formative and summative

Stu&ent Prome assessment reHections
Student POthCOIiOS

Grade |

County Assessments
SchoorAssessments

IB formative and summative

Stu&ent Prome assessment reHections
Student POthCOIiOS

rade 2

)

County Assessments
Scl'-oorAssessments

IB formative and summative

Student Prottile assessment re”ections
Student POYthOIiOS

rade 3

)

State Mandated Assessments

County Assessments
SclnoorAssessments

1B Formative and summative

Student Prome assessment retqections
Student Pomtolios

G

rade 4

State Mandated Assessments

County Assessments
SchoorAssessments

B Formative and summative

Stu&ent Prome assessment reHection
Student POthCOIiOS

G

rade b

State Mandated Assessments

County Assessments
SchoorAssessments

IB Exhibition

1B Formative and summative

Student ProFiIe assessment reﬂections
Student Portfolios
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B. Assessment Strategies
Assessment strategies form the basis of a comprenensive approacn and represent South Shore s answer to the question, How will we know what we

have Iearne(JZ“ ﬂnese metho&s orC assessment include a broad range oFapproacnes and Aave I?een se|eoted to provide a ba]anced view oFtne stu&ent.

Gra&ing

Observations: All students are observed regularly with a focus on the individual, the group, and/or the whole class.

Performance Assessments: Students are presented with a task that represents the kind of cna”enges that adults face in the world

beyond the classroom. It requires using a repertoire o“mow[edge and skills to accomp]ish a goa| or solve an open—ended problem.
In addition, it entails the tnougnttu] application o”mow]edge in a new context. It has an identhtied purpose or audience, invo|ves a
realistic scenario, it has an established criteria and requires Aeve]oping an authentic product or pert‘ormance with a range of
possiHe answers.

Transdlscm]marv SI< Hs Assessments (researcn tnlnlnng communication, se]1C management and socral sl< ” ) ﬂ]e Focus IS on tne

process and sl< ” app[rcatlon rathertnan on tne product These s|< Hs are regu|ar|y ot)served in real contexts usrng cneculsts

narrative notes, and inventories.

Open—Ended Assessments: Stu(ients are presented witn a cna”enge and asLed to provide an original response.

TestszQuizzes: ﬂ]ese single—occasion assessments provide a snapslnot oF stu&ents, spechtic l(now|edge.

Portfolios: An ongoing, purposeFu| collection is compose& of selected student work and is designed to demonstrate growtn,
creativity, and reﬂection. Tne stanq3 reacned an essentia] agreement tnat a digita] portFo]io wi” t;e containing stu&ent wor|< For tne
current yearys Programme of |nquiry. anougnout the year, teachers & students will up|oad the summative assessment with
student rel[‘lection For eacn Unit 0\C |nquiry, 1-3 stu&ent selected worl< samp|es per Unit Ol[\ ]nquiry into tne student,s e|ectronic
portFolio.

Adherence to the Anne Arundel County Public Schools Grading Po[icy
Teachers have the a|9i|ity to assign NG if that content area was not covered due to the nature of the Unit of the |nquiry.
The assessment task accurate]y measures what it claims to measure
Consistency o{:scoring & grading among 8 between grade levels
Common assessments among grade level
Co”aloorative]y deve]oped and administered
o Common rubric or grading criteria for items considered for mastery with a connection to the Anne Arundel County Public
Schools Grading Po]icy
Common assessments of fundamental skills (writing) carry tnougn from primary and intermediate
|mpact of differentiated ]earning due to Gifted, Advanced Learner Program, special needs, H04 p|ans, IEPs, ete.
Common writing rut)ric For K]— ? an& 3-5
An assessment may be redone, c{epending on protocol set into place Ey the teacher, to show student understanding.
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C. Assessment Tools
The previously identified assessment strategies are put into practice at South Shore E|ementary School l)y using the Fo”owing assessment tools:

o M Rubrics are established sets of criteria used for scoring or rating children's tests, pOr’thOhOS, or perrormances. The descriptors
tell the child and the assessor what characteristics or signs to look for in the work and then how to rate that work on a predetermined
scale. Rubrics can be developed by children as well as [;y teachers. Work samp|es scored with rubrics co”aboratively with students.
Students self and peer assess using common|y created rubrics.

[ ] BencnmarLs/Exemolars/Ancnor Papers These are samp]es oF ['1 Hren S worl< tnat serve as concrete standarcis agamst wnlcn otner

amples areJngeo Bencnmarl(s/Exemp|ars/Anc[nor Papers can IQG USG(J In COnJUI’lCtIOn Wlth YU]?I’ICS or continuums. Cntena snould |9e

appropnate Wltnln a partlcu|ar scnool context.
® Cnecklists: ﬂ]ese are Iists oFimCormation, data, attributes, or elements tnat snouH be present.

L] Anecc{otal records: Anecoota] records are brier, written notes Eased on observations otcnildren. Tnese recoros need to be
systematica”y compi]ed and organized.

e  Continuums: These are visual representations of deve|opmenta| stages of learning. ﬂ]ey show a progression of achievement or i(Jenti{:y

Wnere a cniH isin a process.

V. How Do We Reportz
Reporting is a means oF giving Feec“oacL al?out ]earning. Elflfective reporting snould:

involve parents, students, and teaclners as partners
reﬂect wnat tne scnoo| community va]ues
l)e comprenensive, nonest, Fair, ano credi|9|e

l)e clear and understanoaue to a” parties

( pyp Assessment)

A. Online Grade Book
Expectations set out l)y the county grading policy for quantity and Frequency of recorded grades.
®  Grades entered within a certain time of the assigned date
0 County policy = every 5-8 days
o  Atleast half have to be entered [)y the time of Interims
@  Grade books are to be upoated weeHy to facilitate open communication with parents and students for grades -b.

B. Graded Assignments

By sending home graded assignments teachers are Leeping parents informed of student progress. Teachers will c|ari{:y with parents at the Ioeginning of
the school year their expectation regarding how many/wnicn grades will be sent home. Some work will be kept to become part of the student POY’C]COIiO,
and parents must be made aware of this and this will facilitate the understanding of the nature of an inquiry—tzased program. Teachers will indicate in
assignments, when appropriate what type of graJe the work wil generate (e.g. Reading Comprenension & Science).

By sharing graded assignments with parents, there is a nope oFcreating an understanding of shared responsiloi]ity for student Iearning. This will also
assist in extending the learning |9eyond the school day.
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C. Con[:erences
Parents, students, and teachers are all valued partners in the reporting process and in snaringtne responsipi]ity both for Iearning and for accounting
student progress. Pathways For communication nee& to pe open and reciprocal to snare advancements as WeH as concerns.

Anne Arundel County Public Schools builds into the school calendar Parent/Teacher conference days. In addition, we provide many opportunities
tnrougnout the scnoo| year For comterencing. Parents, teachers, and/or students may participate, (Jepending upon the purpose. Student |ed

conferences in K-b pegan occurring c{uringtne 2015-2016 school year, with Exhibition peing a student led conFerence, of sorts, to share |earning
having l?egun in 2012-2013.

D. Written Reports

County-mandated report cards are sent home every quarter. Transdiscip]inary Skills, Student Profile, and Attitudes are reflected in the comments that
teac[ners write on the report card. Since POI units are not reﬂected on our district report card, we strive to communicate, snare, an(J reﬂect on student
|earning at the end of each unit oFinquiry.

B Protcile Reﬂections wi” pe comp]eted at every grade |eve] an(J sent home at tne Z”A and 4% mar]dng periods. Parents wi” comp|ete an assessment oF
their child at the Ioeginning of the year, in conjunction with conferences. Students complete a self-assessment loy mid-year and at the end of the year.
Tne end oFtne year one is p[aced in tneir e—port\fo[io. The reporting From Wi” (th‘er From primary (K-2) and intermediate (3—5) nowever the same
imCormation will pe reﬂected.

Stu&ents vvno meet a certain standar& oF graded acnievement vvi” pe recognized tnrougnout the scnoo] year, Forma”y and imtorma”y.



