
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“There is no better exercise for 

strengthening the heart than reaching 

down and lifting up another.” 

Teacher Emails 
Ms. Maloney 

cmaloney@aacps.org 

 

Mrs. Mackey 

vmackey@aacps.org 

 

Mr. Tuttle   

ttuttle@aacps.org 

 

Mrs. Cullers 

scullers@aacps.org 

 

 

Shady Side Elementary—Grade 3 

December Newsletter 

We want to thank all of our Military Veterans that come in and read 

to all the classes at Shady Side!  They were very informative and read 

to our students.  Thank you for all you do for our country! 

December always seems to be a fast month with several different 

events going on.  Third grade will be having the same structured 

classes all three weeks in December as much as we can to continue 

routine and expectations until the Winter Break.  During the last 

couple of days before break, we will have some fun activities and 

treats.  Stay tuned for your class’s room mom’s instructions. 

Happy Birthday to our 

December Scholars! 

 

Jackson Comer 

Liam Grigg 

Taylor Henkensiefken 

Joshua Piche 

Addisyn Swartz 

Lynzey Zeldis 

Maximus Meyers 

Jayla Bowen 

Alex Dziengeleski 

Savannah Hutcherson 



SCIENCE/SOCIAL 
STUDIES 
Science—We are starting our second unit 

on life cycles of plants and animals and 

how they survive in their environments.  

Questions we will answer include:  How 

can models help explain the unique and 

diverse life cycles of plants, insects, and 

other organisms?  How does being a part of 

a group help some animals to survive? 

Social Studies—Students have started our 

next unit on culture and immigration.  

They will be investigating 

how we borrow or share 

from other cultures.  

Students will answer how 

we honor people or groups 

of people who contribute to the common 

good of society.  Students should have 

started a Culture Project to be done at 

home.  Due date is December  14th.   

MATH 

Students will continue to 
work with fractions this 
month, including how to 
read improper fractions on 
a number line.  This will 
help us learn how to 
measure to the nearest half 
inch using a ruler. We will 
also learn how to find 
elapsed time by using a 
number line.  

 

Reading 

The goal of the Explicit 

Comprehension block is to use 

a variety of strategies that 

enable students to apply grade 

level standards to on-grade 

level texts.  Teachers model 

the strategy with a current or 

previously read Interactive 

Read Aloud text.  Then 

students engage in guided 

practice of the strategy and 

then independently apply the 

strategy to an on-grade level 

text.  There are also writing to 

source lessons that explicitly 

teach students how to use text 

evidence to respond to a 

prompt. 

Topics in the second quarter 

are main idea and key details, 

comparing and contrasting 

important points, morals with 

tall tales and fables, using 

illustrations to gain 

understanding in a text, and 

write to source lessons to 

convey ideas and information 

clearly in writing. 

 

 

Upcoming 
Events 

December 6—Two Hour Early 

Dismissal—Professional 

Development 

December 7—PTO Assembly—

Magical Math Tour 

December 10—Band/Strings 

Concert (2pm for students; 7pm 

for parents) 

December 17—Interim Progress 

Reports sent home/ Barnes and 

Noble Night 

December 21—School-wide Sing

-a-long 

December 24—Jan 1—

Christmas/Winter Break 

 

 

 

IRA/WRITING 
We are starting our information writing 

unit this month. Students will be choos-

ing a topic that they know a lot about to 

write a small chapter book of infor-

mation. As we finish 

these books, students 

will choose a topic they 

want to learn more 

about to research.  


