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Principal’s Message

September Dates/Events
4 Schools Closed for Teachers.
7 Labor Day—All Schools & Central
Offices Closed.
8 Schools Open for Grades 1–5
8–9 Conferences for Kindergarten and
Half-Day Pre-K Student
10 Conferences for Half-Day Pre-K
Students
10–14 Staggered Entrance for
Kindergarten and Full-Day
Prekindergarten.
11,14,15 Staggered Entrance for HalfDay Prekindergarten.
15 First Day for all Kindergarten
16 First Day for all Half-day
Prekindergarten.
19 Rosh Hashanah
22 Virtual Back to School Night @ 6PM
28 Yom Kippur—All Schools & Central
Offices closed.
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Greetings families,
Welcome to a new school year! I hope you enjoyed a relaxing summer filled with
fun and exciting memories with your loved ones. We are thrilled to welcome all of
you to a new school year of learning and growing. The faculty and staff at Seven
Oaks Elementary School are working hard to plan for the 2020-2021 school year.
Information regarding the fall 2020 semester can be accessed by clicking on the
following link: https://www.aacps.org/virtuallearning. There you will find content
related to internet connectivity, Chromebooks for students, backpack with supplies
for students, fall schedules, and more.
I want to personally invite you to attend our Virtual Back to School Night on
Tuesday, September 22 at 6 pm. This will be a great time to strengthen our Seven
Oaks community, connect with teachers and other families, and learn about the
upcoming school year. We will begin the evening with a message to the school
community, then you will have the opportunity to connect with teachers. There will
be 3 rotations for families who may wish to visit multiple teachers. I hope to
virtually see each of you then!
Please feel free to contact the main office at 410-222-0937 if you have any
questions. I am looking forward to virtually welcoming all our students in a few
days!!! 😊

Wishing you all the best,

Farah Springer
Principal
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Grade Level News
Pre-K
Hi Pre-K Families,
I am Mrs. Collington or Mrs. C! I am so excited to have each and every one of you in my class! This
year is going to be filled with tons of fun learning and growing! I can’t wait to have an awesome
year with you! Welcome to Seven Oaks Elementary School let’s have the most amazing year!
Signed,
Mrs. Collington

Kindergarten
Welcome to Kindergarten!
We are so excited to meet our new incoming students for the 2020-2021 school year! We hope you
had a wonderful summer and are ready to begin a virtual learning journey with us. We would like to
share some important dates with you. On September 3rd (4-5pm) there will be a virtual student
orientation for all new students as well as pre-k and kindergarten students. This will be a brief
overview; we will also have conferences for you on your selected day and time that will be mailed
out to your home. Conferences will take place on September 8th and 9th. Students will also be
assigned a staggered day for their first day of school, this will be mailed to you as well. Please
remember we are all in this together and never hesitate to ask questions or request support from
us. Some skills we will be working on:
• identifying letters and sounds in first name.
• writing first name
• letter and sound recognition
• Counting and writing numbers 1-10
• Identifying colors
• Identifying 2D shapes
• Social/emotional skills
Thank you,
Kindergarten Team
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First Grade
WELCOME TO FIRST GRADE and the 2020 - 2021 school year. Team First Grade is
VERY excited to meet all our new students! Though this school year is starting off
quite different from the past years, we still plan on having an amazing year filled
with excitement and learning! We are eager to support our students and families
through the new virtual learning platform. Together, we will learn about the new
tools and communication platforms that will be used.
School will look and feel a little different when learning virtually from home, but we
encourage you and your little learner to take some time to set up a learning space
just for them. This will help build excitement and focus. We look forward to our
partnership with you this school year and the exciting learning to come!
First Grade Team

Second Grade
Welcome to Second Grade and the 2020-2021 school year! Your teachers are very
excited to meet you. Although we will not be meeting in person right now, we will
still be able to learn and have fun until we meet in person. As this new year begins,
we will be learning the routines and rules of second grade as well as learning about
each other and making new friends.
In September second graders will continue learning about how to be creators,
leaders, and explorers in our theme of “Learning Together.” In writing, we will work
on writing personal narratives. In reading, we will use text features to find key
information in a text. We will also ask and answer questions to demonstrate our
understanding of key details. We look forward to a great year in second grade!
Second Grade Team
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Third Grade
Hello Students and Families,
Welcome back to School! We are thrilled to have you back!! We hope you were able to spend quality time
with your family during the summer, while practicing social distancing. We look forward to the opportunity
to get to know you. Our goal this school year is to ensure all our students achieve their highest potential. We
cannot do this without your support, so we anticipate a productive partnership with you. We believe that we
are stronger and better together.
Our theme for the first quarter in 3rd grade is Investigation. Our students will be investigating new ways to
engage, learn and achieve through 21st century learning skills in all subject areas. Our students will start off
their day with a community building activity to set the tone for the rest of the day. In Social Studies, our
students will be learning about the AACPS code of conduct and defining the concept of Community. In Math,
our students will be exploring equal groups as the foundation for multiplication and division. In Literacy, our
students will be actively engaged in exploring the concept of community as they learn about the code of
conduct and how to prepare for reading. In Science, our students will learn how to communicate as
scientists, as they investigate forces and interactions. In Writing, our students will be introduced to the
writer’s workshop as they explore narrative writing skills.
We will be providing you with additional information on the curriculum during the Back to School Night on
September 22, 2020. We look forward to meeting your students virtually on September 8th, 2020.
Please remember to stay connected and stay safe.
Yours Respectfully,
Third Grade Team

Fourth Grade
We are looking forward to meeting students and families at Sneak a Peak night on the 3rd. Please
email your student's teacher if you need any assistance in getting to the live link. The 4th grade
team is looking forward to working with each student and family as we embark in Virtual Learning.
Thank you in advance for your support and partnership in making this year a great year!
Fourth Grade Team

Fifth Grade
Welcome back to PRIDE of Seven Oaks, 5th graders! Ms. Baker, Ms. Sabia, Ms. Saunders, and Ms.
Whitsett are excited to meet their new group of leaders here at Seven Oaks. While we know the
beginning of the school year is starting out differently, know that we are all in this together and are
grateful to have each of you in our classes. This year, our core mission is to make sure you enjoy
your final year in elementary school while we begin to prepare you for your transition to middle
school. Get ready for an awesome year!

Fifth Grade Team
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Art
Welcome back Seven oaks students! I cannot wait to create new things in art virtually with
you. Hope you had a fun and safe summer!
Art Team

Media
Hello Families,
We welcome you back to the library! We hope you had a wonderful summer and are ready to learn more
about the resources our media center provides. We are excited to announce that our eBook collection has
grown over the summer! Please check out our many new eBooks located in MackinVia. Look below for how
to access your MackinVia account. Remember when you select the Mackin Educational Resources Icon and
sign in, our databases and electronic resources will open automatically without any additional passwords.
We look forward to an awesome school year, and always please reach out to us if you need any support
accessing our databases or electronic resources.
To Access all AACPS databases and electronic resources from home without using a password

From the ClassLink Page
Select the MackinVia Icon

Begin to type school name
(school name will auto fill)

Student Access
User ID: Type 6 digit SIF #
Password: Type Last 4 digits of SIF
Select <<Select Databases>>
Select your database
Click on <<Open Now>>

Sincerely,
Media team
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Arts & Humanities
We are super excited to begin a great school year with online learning. Triple-E allows
students to work in teams to collaboratively ask questions, creatively solve problems,
and enthusiastically learn through hands-on exploration. Through an interdisciplinary
approach and curriculum that emphasizes connections and collaboration, the Arts &
Humanities theme nurtures the qualities of intelligence and imagination necessary for
success in the 21st Century. Rigor and relevance are enhanced for all children through
the arts and humanities lines of thought, avenues of exploration, and vehicles for
showcasing student understanding. This theme explores how people process and record
the human need to respond to life through the arts and literature. There are four
different types of art forms:
Dance is kinesthetic–movement of the physical being.
Music is aural–singing, listening and/or playing an instrument.
Theatre is interdisciplinary–written text, dramatic interpretation, and multimedia
production.
Visual Arts is spatial – images, structures, and tactile works.
Looking forward to a great year,
Art and Humanities team

Special Education
Welcome Back! The Special Education Team hopes that all Seven Oaks Elementary School
families have enjoyed a safe and relaxing summer. We are excited about the 2020-2021
school year and are ready to connect with our amazing Seven Oak students during our
virtual start to the new academic year. Families of students who receive services outlined
in their 2020-2021 Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) will be contacted by their case
manager to arrange virtual learning times. We look forward to partnering with our
families and an outstanding school year.

Special Education Team
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Physical Education
Welcome back Seven Oaks Elementary School students and families! I would like to start off by saying how excited
we are to begin the school year. We are going to embrace this unique situation and have a great time with learning
and engaging in physical education. I am also extremely excited to announce our new Physical Education teacher
Peter Ludlam. He will without a doubt be a great addition to the S.O.E.S. family. Lastly, if you ever have any
questions feel free to contact us at any time.
Physical Education Team

General Music
Hello!!! I hope that you had a wonderful, fun and relaxing summer. We are so excited that the school year has
kicked off, and you are a part of it! Allow me to re-introduce myself, my name is Mr. Sellman and I am your
new music teacher for the 2020-21 school year. I cannot wait to see you all and embark with you on this
musical journey. This year promises to be filled with excitement, joy, and an engaging learning experience.
Let’s start this school year off rockin’ and rollin’ with this virtual learning sensation that is sweeping the
nation. Looking forward to an amazing year with you amazing Lions!

Instrumental Music
Welcome to Instrumental Music! Virtual Lessons for Orchestra (grades 3-5) and Band (grades 4-5) will begin in
October. In the coming weeks, I will be presenting a brief overview of instruments to all 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade
classes. More information regarding registration and instrument rental will be given at that time. I look
forward to another year of making music at Seven Oaks!
-Mr. Curran
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The Counselor’s
Corner
September 2020

Distant, but together 😊
I pray your families are well. I look forward to
connecting with you during visits to your classrooms for
guidance lessons, community building circles and the
wonderful lunch bunches. -Mrs. Elam

Online Security
Technology makes it very easy for kids to connect and share
things with friends and family no matter where they are. But
these connections can come with a huge cost if kids aren’t
careful. Learning to protect personal identity information,
creating strong passwords, and being cautious when
downloading programs and files are crucial to kids’ safety as
well as the security of the information stored on their digital
devices. Otherwise, kids can expose themselves and their
families to digital threats such as computer viruses, data and
identity theft, and hacking.
Just like in real life, kids online have to know who to trust
with information. common sense says Help your child master
the fine art of password creation. Teach them:
• Not to use passwords that are easy to guess, such
as their nickname or their pet’s name. • Not to use
any private identity information in their password.
Identity thieves can use this information to pretend to
be them.
• Not to use a word in the dictionary as a password.
Hackers use programs that will try every word in the
dictionary to guess passwords.
• To use combinations of letters, numbers, and
symbols. These are harder to crack than regular
words because there are more combinations to try.
• Teach your kids to be careful with what they
download.
For more information, please visit Common Sense Media
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/privacy-and-internetsafety

SEVEN OAKS
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
HAS A COUNSELOR WHO
CARES!
Mrs. Theresa L. Morgan-Elam
School Counselor
Office Hours
8:00 am – 3:30pm Mon. – Fri.
(Google Voice) (302) 393-5209
Tlmorgan-Elam@aacps.org

Community Resources
1. Anne Arundel County Food Bank
https://aafoodbank.org/
Attached is the most up-to-date Pantry list
provided by the food bank. Check the site for updates.
2. The Partnership for Children Youth and
Families- http://aacounty.org/Partnership
Please visit this website daily for real-time
updates to their Resources Guide and COVID-19
Bulletin. The resource guide has pop-up pantries
throughout the county and regularly running pantries.
New pantry resources are added in real-time.
The COVID-19 Bulletin is updated with information
regarding supports, resources, closures, etc. to county
3. Anne Arundel County Department of Health
https://aahealth.org/virtual-services/
While the Department of Health is closed, visit
their website to see how to access services virtually.
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Office Hours
The office is open by appointment only. Please contact the main office at 410-222-0937 between the
hours of 8am-4pm.

Internet Connectivity
It is important that all AACPS students are able to log into the Internet reliably beginning September 8, 2020, the first day of school.
Teachers will be providing daily real-time instruction where every student is expected to be present online and participate. Every
student needs to be able to engage virtually via the Internet.
We are working hard with Comcast, Verizon, Broadstripe and our many community partners to help support all families to get
connected in the next few weeks. Through the generosity of community members and organizations along with government grants we
have received, we have funding to support the remaining families to get Internet Connectivity so their students can fully engage in
virtual learning this fall.
AACPS is ready to help all families who still need to be connected to the Internet in their homes. Please follow these steps if you still
need to get Internet Access in your home:

o

Email or call your youngest student’s school or school principal to let them know you still need Internet Connectivity. A
school list with email addresses and phone numbers is available here. Please give them your name, your address, email
address, and phone number where you can be reached.

o

Please send an additional email to our AACPS Technology Staff at internet@aacps.org to let them know you still need
Internet Connectivity. Please give them your name, address, email address and phone number where you can be
reached. Tell them the school(s) where your student(s) will attend this fall.

o

An AACPS staff member will reach out to you soon after your email or call to assist you to get Internet Connectivity.

https://www.aacps.org/Page/8830

Chromebook
In the effort to fully engage students in virtual learning this fall, AACPS will be issuing Chromebooks to every student. Although there
will not be enough Chromebooks to start the school year, it is our goal to ensure that every student receives an AACPS Chromebook by
the end of the first marking period.
To help support families with the most technological needs first, please take a few minutes to complete the survey at the link below.
We will do our best to accommodate as many families as possible before the school year begins; however, we ask that any students
with devices already at home wait until later in the first marking period to receive an AACPS device. Complete Chromebook
distribution should be fulfilled by November 1st. We appreciate your compassion, understanding, and support in this initiative to
support all students across the district based on their unique needs. We need all AACPS families to fill out the Chromebook Request
Survey as soon as possible
Complete the AACPS Chromebook Request Survey below:

•

English - https://secure.aacps.org/webapps/SEFP/en-US/OSS/Device

•

Espanol - https://secure.aacps.org/webapps/SEFP/es-ES/OSS/Device

https://www.aacps.org/Page/8819
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Enrollment
Welcome to Seven Oaks Elementary School! If you need to register your child at our school, please click
on the following link: https://www.aacps.org/enrollment. There you will find helpful step-by-step
guidelines on how to enroll at AACPS. Feel free to call our main office at 410-222-0937 if you
have any questions. Phone calls will be answered between 8;00 am and 4:00 pm. We look
forward to providing your child with a superlative learning experience!

Attendance
Regular school attendance is an important factor in student success. As a parent, you can encourage
proper attendance by ensuring that your child gets adequate rest, eats a healthy breakfast, and has
adequate time to connect to virtual learning.
How will my attendance be taken this fall?
For students in kindergarten through Grade 5, attendance will be recorded based on
participation in one live class during the virtual school day.
When a student cannot attend virtual live learning, how will this impact their attendance? If
they are not in synchronous teaching, does this count against their attendance?
A family must register their student with their school as a student who cannot participate in
Virtual live-learning time on Monday and Wednesday, for example, due to the following
circumstances: (provide reasons). The request is reviewed. If approved, then the student will
be counted present, if the student watches the recorded classroom lesson videos and completes
the associated assignments in a timely fashion.

Schedule
AACPS is excited to welcome students, families, and teachers to view their Fall 2020 school
schedules. As you know, we are going back to school in the fall virtually. These school schedules are
designed to be exciting for students as they are very student-centered with all core and encore or
elective courses available for our learners. There is time for relationship building, time for socialemotional growth, morning, and afternoon blocks of real-time synchronous learning with teachers and
students live online, and time for learning support through class time and during teacher office
hours/connection blocks. We even built in Friends & Fun time at the elementary level. We want to
engage, excite, and energize students and teachers to have a wonderful fall opening to school that will
lead to a successful 2020-2021 school year.
https://www.aacps.org/Page/8844
D OW NLO AD SC H ED UL ES BE LOW
PR IM AR Y S TU DEN T SC HED UL E - GR AD ES PR E K- 2
For full-day pre-kindergarten only. Half-day pre-kindergarten schedules coming out soon.
PR IM AR Y TE ACH ER SC HED UL E - GR AD ES PR E K- 2
For full-day pre-kindergarten only. Half-day pre-kindergarten schedules coming out soon.
Intermediate Student Schedule - Grades 3-5
IN TE R M E DIA TE TEAC H ER SCH ED UL E - GR AD E S 3- 5
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Learning Backpacks
AACPS will be supplying a backpack with supplies to every PreK through 5th grade student in the
fall. Please do not feel the need to purchase school supplies as the backpack will have everything
your student will need for Virtual teaching and learning.
Students receiving special education services enrolled in early childhood intervention (ECI), K-12
specialty site programs (ACC & Autism), the three developmental centers, and students attending a
non-public school who are working towards a certificate of program completion will receive learning
materials and other resources. Items include basic school supplies, various learning visual aids and
math manipulatives.
Directions for picking up students' backpacks will be given to you by school principals in late
August/early September.

https://www.aacps.org/Page/8790

Virtual Learning
Anne Arundel County Public Schools will engage in virtual learning for the entire first semester of the
2020-2021 school year. More information about the plan can be found here: AACPS Reopening 2020
Plan.

Free and reduced Meals
All students may apply to receive free or reduced-price meals at AACPS. Online applications are now
accepted for the 2020-2021 school year. The online process has proven to be fast and accurate, is
available in English and Spanish, and can be completed on a computer or smart phone. Please click
on the following link to apply: http://aacpsschools.org/nutrition/apply-for-free-or-reduced-pricemeals/. Families of students who qualified for free or reduced-price meals last year must re-apply
and submit a new application
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Chaperone/Volunteer Background Investigation Application
Background investigations are required for all overnight chaperones, volunteers, and student teachers
who have unsupervised access to students either on or off school property. Unsupervised access is defined as an
adult having responsibility for a student or students not in the direct and continuous view of a school staff
member. A background check is required regardless of how brief the unsupervised time will be.
Background investigations forms must be submitted online* and a minimum of three weeks prior to the
event. Applicants are required to review and acknowledge the AACPS screening criteria for chaperone and
volunteer background investigations before applying for a background check.
Please consider submitting your application now so that you will be cleared for any upcoming events.

https://www.aacps.org/Page/1869
Mandatory Volunteer Video
In addition to the background check, volunteers are required to watch a short video prior to
volunteering.
You may use the link below to view the Volunteer Video:

https://md02215556.schoolwires.net/Page/2460
Please fill out the form on the next page after viewing the video and return to school.

Thank you for your assistance to keep our students safe!
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SOE Parents and Supporters!!!
Seven Oaks Elementary joins Harris Teeter's Together in Education (TIE) program to
help raise funds for our schools. It is easy and it's FREE.
Complete either of the following to link your VIC card:
•
•
•

Simply give the cashier our code, 4062, and your VIC card when you check out
and your card will be linked for the entire school year;
Go to the TIE page (https://www.harristeeter.com/together-ineducation#/app/cms) and link your card directly;
Contact Jackie Johnson (jjohnsonpta@gmail.com) to link your VIC card to our
school.

That's it!
Once your card is linked, Seven Oaks Elementary will receive a percentage of your
Harris Teeter brand (Harris teeter, H.T. Traders, Harris Teeter Organics, HT Farmers
Market, and purchases in the HT Pharmacy) purchases credited back to our
account. This program does not interfere with your VIC savings or cost you any
money!
Please contact Jackie Johnson (jjohnsonpta@gmail.com) for assistance.

Giant's A+ School Rewards

Seven Oaks Elementary is participating with Giant's A+ School Rewards! This is a great opportunity to
participate in and earn CASH from A+ School Rewards, a great fundraising program run through your local
Giant! Our school ID number: 05579
To participate, just visit www.giantfood.com/aplus and scroll down to the center of the page to select
REGISTER YOUR CARD from the red box on the right marked FOR CUSTOMERS.
To earn points, use your registered GIANT CARD each time you shop at Giant, and you will earn CASH for our
school. You can track the number of points you are earning for our school by checking your grocery
receipt.
Please encourage your family members and friends to support our school. This could result in more CASH
REWARDS!
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A little birdie told me...

Seven Oaks
Elementary
is now on Twitter!
Follow us
@SevenOaksES
Get news and updates
from our school and AACPS

Video Camera System
Seven Oaks Elementary School is equipped with a video camera system. It
covers selected interior and exterior public portions of the building and
grounds. It is not monitored constantly but is monitored during emergency
situations. During certain events, when the safety or security of students may
be in question, authorized personnel from local, state, or federal police or fire
emergency units may be given access to view images projected on the camera
system. If you have any questions about the system, you may call the office of
School Security, at (410) 222-5083.
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