
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Principal’s Message 
 

Winter is around the corner and things are 
getting busy here at Ridgeway!  Next week 
we have PTA at 6:30 p.m. on Monday and 
our Winter Chorus Concert on Tuesday, 
November 5th at 7 p.m.  Also Thursday, 

December 7th there will be a two hour early 
dismissal for students so that teachers and 

staff can have an opportunity for 
professional development. Friday, 

December 8th, School is closed for students 
for Parent Teacher Conferences. 

 

 
 

THE SHARING FOUNDATION 
 
Once again this holiday season, Ridgeway Elementary 
School is sponsoring a donation barrel for The Sharing 

Foundation. The Sharing Foundation is a local 
organization designed to help families who work but 

need some extra help.  Students may fill up the barrel 
that we have located in the main lobby with unwrapped 

gifts as they enter the building in the morning. The 
collection will continue through Friday, December 15th.  

Please contact our School Counselor, Stephanie 
Brauer, at 410-222-6524 if you have any questions. 

We greatly appreciate your support! 

 

 
 
 

Looking ahead in the month, we have our 
Winter Band Concert on Thursday, 

December 14th at 7p.m. and our Strings 
Concert on Friday, December 15th at 7:00 
p.m .  The last day of school before the 

winter break is Friday, December 22nd and 
we look forward to having students return to 

us on Tuesday, January 2nd. 
With cold weather quickly approaching, we 
ask that you remind students to bring/ wear 

their coats, hats, and gloves. While the 
morning may start off reasonably warm, 

changes may occur during the day. 
On behalf of the entire staff, we wish you a 

month filled with family and fun. 
 

Dr. Prater, Principal 
Mrs. Elliott, Assistant Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ridgeway Elementary School 
Riding High to Excellence 

FRIDAY, December 1, 2017 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Ridgeway family encourages community involvement, values learning, and promotes character. 

 

VISION STATEMENT VALUES 
Every student at Ridgeway will be productive members of our world by displaying: 

 Competence toward rigorous standards assessed through ongoing state and school-based assessments. 
 Compassion as students develop values and demonstrate a caring affect. 
 Confidence as they develop and demonstrate the ability to persevere through complex tasks and to accept 

challenges. 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Green School News 

 

Thank you to all the 3rd-5th graders that participated 
in the Fall session of Environmental Club! Students 
in the club learned about 5 awesome Chesapeake 
Bay critters: lined seahorse, oyster, Diamondback 
terrapin, horseshoe crab, and Atlantic sturgeon. A 
similar session for students in grades K-2 will be 
held in the Spring. Don’t forget to donate unwanted 
clothes and shoes to our yellow Planet Aid bins! 
Donated items are tax deductible and each pound 
helps Ridgeway earn money to support Green 
School initiatives. This holiday season, think about 
how you can be a friend to the environment. Here 
are some suggestions. Bring reusable bags when 
you go shopping and skip the plastic bags. Wrap 
presents in recycled paper, or reuse gift bags, tins, 
bows and ribbon. If you send holiday cards, try to 
choose ones that are made from recycled paper and 
recycle the cards you receive once you are done 
enjoying them. Choose LED lights to decorate trees 
and houses. This type of light saves energy! 
Consider giving gifts that are experience-driven, 
such as concert or movie tickets, gift certificates to 
dinner or a massage, or an annual pass to a 
county/state park. Have a wonderful “green” holiday 
season! 

 
 

Event Parking at Ridgeway 
 
We would like to remind all parents and visitors to 
Ridgeway Elementary to please respect the 
property of our neighbors and do not park in any 
driveway, in front of any driveway or mailbox. 
Our neighbors have been instructed by the Anne 
Arundel County Policy Department to contact them 
and they will ticket and/or tow vehicles who are in 
violation. 
 
 
ALL VEHICLES THAT PARK IN THE BUS LANE 
MUST MOVE THEIR VEHICLE  BEFORE 2:30 PM 

 

 

 
 

STUDENT DROP OFF 
 

Just a reminder that school begins daily at 8:55 AM.  
Our doors open for students at 8:35 AM. We would 
like to ask that you please be mindful of the time 
that you drop your students off at school; particularly 
during the cold winter months. Thank You! 

 

 
Background Checks 

 
Before you volunteer, you must watch the Anne 

Arundel County Sexual Harassment and Child 

Abuse powerpoint and complete the form for us to 

keep on file (not required if we have your form on 

file).   

Background checks can now be done online and 

are required for all school field trips but are not 

required to volunteer at the school.  

To begin the background check process, please go 
to the following link: 
http://www.aacps.org/chaperone/ 
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http://www.mycutegraphics.com/graphics/earth-day/earth-with-recycle-symbol.html
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http://www.aacps.org/chaperone/


 

 
What’s happening at Ridgeway? 
 
ACC I and II –   

 
ACCI: In December we will be learning about traditions. In our Leveled Book, It's Our Tradition, we will earn about 
a series of traditions that are celebrated by families. Some of the traditions are tied to familiar holidays while others 
are not. In our Easy Read Book, Traditions Day we will follow a group of students as they share their traditions as 
part of a Tradition Day in School.   We will compare and contrast how families celebrate in similar and different 
ways. We will also continue our  classroom tradition of making gingerbread cookies and start a new tradition of 
having  a Holiday Feast in which our families will be invited. What a busy and fun month! 

 
ACCII:  In ACC 2, our next unit focuses on family traditions. During this unit, students learn about these traditions 
through three leveled books. The first one is called, “It’s Our Tradition”. This book focuses the many traditions 
families of different cultures celebrate throughout the winter months. The second book is called, “Traditions Day at 
School”. This book focuses students in a class sharing their traditions with their peers. The last book is called, “Start 
a Class Tradition”. This book allows students to create a tradition of making gingerbread cookies together. We will 
continue to work on asking/answering questions about the story, learning new sight words, and mapping our letter 
sounds using pictures.  
 In math, students will continue to work on adding, subtracting, and comparing numbers using winter pictures such 
as snowmen, penguins, and presents. We will be using number lines, 100’s charts, manipulatives, and touch-points 
to add and subtract single/double-digit numbers. Students will also be sorting shapes, measuring objects, telling 
time, and identifying money.  
For our food fun Fridays, we will be working on life skills and measurement skills. Students will learn how to follow a 
recipe, use kitchen tools, and wait for their item to be made. Some of the recipes we will be making this month 
include: Hot Cocoa, Grinch Popcorn, and Candy Cane Fudge. We are excited to taste test these recipes and 
celebrate the winter season together.  
 

Kindergarten - Our upcoming unit is all about how things move.  In Math, we will be exploring 

nonstandard measurement. In Language Arts, we will continue to work on sight words, letters/sounds, blending to 
read words and reading strategies. Before break, we will explore how winter holidays are celebrated around the 
world.  We look forward to activities that will bring this calendar year to a close.  Due to the change of weather, 
please send in a temperature appropriate change of clothes to store in your child’s locker. Please be on the lookout 
for information regarding our 2nd field trip which will be in January. 

 

First – Thank you to those of you who made it to the October conference day. We will be meeting with some 

parents on Friday, December 8th as well. If you did not have an October conference or would like to have another 
conference, please contact your child’s teacher.   
We are planning our annual Gingerbread Unit right now. For a week in December, the first graders will read, listen 
to, retell, act out, etc. many different versions of The Gingerbread Man. We have shared stories like The 
Gingerbread Baby and Gingerbread Friends in the past. As our culminating activity, the students get to build a 
gingerbread house! Parents and guardians are invited to join us for this fun-filled first grade tradition. More 
information to come.  
We hope that your child has been enjoying Chessie! Please encourage your child to read and participate to earn 
their prizes. Your child should read every night, even if they are not participating in Chessie. There are always 
strategies and skills to practice, from sounding out new words to using an expressive voice. Feel free to remind your 
child about Chessie prizes and Book It coupons from Pizza Hut!  
Please encourage your child to practice addition and subtraction facts at home, as well as take time to practice 
writing complete sentences.  
Weather reminder: We will be going outside for recess as long as it is above freezing temperatures. Please send 
your child to school with a jacket or coat.  
Thank you for all of your support and happy holidays!
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Second – Second grade is excited for another month of learning, exploring and creating. In mathematics this 

month, students will expand their knowledge of place value to the hundreds place to support their work with three-
digit numbers, which is an extension from first grade where they worked with place value to the tens place. In this 
unit, students practice bundling and counting groups of ten to discover that the equivalence of a bundle of ten is 
equal to 100. Students use place value blocks and bundling straws to develop the conceptual understanding of 
making a group. Students explore the understanding that the group does not relate to a value of one but the 
composed amount within the group. As we enter Theme 2 of our curriculum, students will be exploring the industrial 
revolution and the role that technology has played. We will be closing this unit with our second grade field trip to the 
Baltimore Museum of Industry on December 15th, 2017. Thank you for all of your support and happy holidays! 

 
 

Third - In Language Arts, students will be practicing comprehension skills such as author’s purpose, point of 

view, main idea and details and making inferences.  Our math will cover multiplication, division and measurement.  
Please keep practicing multiplication facts with your child each day to help them become fluent in their basic facts.  
In Social Studies, students are studying communities and culture. In Science, students will learn about the life cycle 
of living things. 
 
 

Fourth – Fourth graders will continue to read fiction and non-fiction text closely to find appropriate and 

relevant text evidence to support their answers. Additionally, students are focusing on reading texts in order to 
gather information to write informative essays. In Math, we will be exploring metric and standard measurement, as 
well as time. In Science, students will analyze the effects of weathering and erosion. In Social Studies, we will be 
learning about the political structure of early Maryland. We hope that you have a joyful holiday season! Enjoy the 
winter break! 

 
 
Fifth – Our current unit in Language Arts is Collaboration. In this unit, students will discover how collaboration 

can help them find solutions.  We will continue to cover decimals in Math.  We will also cover multiplying fractions 
before winter break.  Earth, moon, and sun are the topics for this unit of Science.   We are getting ready to hit ‘The 
Road to The Revolution’ in Social Studies. We hope everyone has a wonderful break. As always, thank you for your 
continued support.  

 
 
Art - Fifth grade artists will draw and paint an eagle using a variety of repeated lines and designs to create the 

texture of feathers. They will also add to their painting a sentence expressing what freedom means to them.   
Fourth grade artists will do a painting with four animals that represent the four elements. They will add a sun or a 
moon in the center. They will also design a character that represents their favorite element. Third grade artists will 
create an alpaca painting and make a silver foil engraved necklace. Second grade artists will paint a turtle 
storyteller as well as make a 3D turtle storyteller out of air dry clay. They will write their own story too. First grade 
artists will make a 3D butterfly and a 2D butterfly painting. Emphasis will be on symmetry. Kindergarten artists will 
make a wax resist painting of a Native American inspired rug. They will use oil pastel and watercolor paint. All 
classes will also do a variety of observational drawings in their sketchbook as well as many drawing exercises to 
explore using their imagination. Congratulations to Christian Young, Toni Sergent, and Cienna Cimorelli for having 
their artwork selected to be a part of the Winter Wonderland exhibit at the Westfield Annapolis Mall. The exhibit runs 
from December 4th - January 4th. Artwork is on display between Lord and Taylor and Pottery Barn.     
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Media - Chessie reading club is in full swing in our Media Center. The students are doing great coming in and 

answering their questions. Our goal is for all students in grades 1-5 to participate. Grades 1, 2, and 3 have been 
using our Chromebooks to access databases to research different topics. We are also familiarizing ourselves with 
the program Wixie, so we can present to our classmates about our research topics. Our fourth graders, will be 
taking a closer look at our Black-Eyed Susan Nominees. Grade 5 will be finishing up our Cultural projects and 
creating a display in the media highlighting different countries.  
 
 

Physical Education - December will be spent playing a couple of Ridgeways favorite games. 

Students will be working on their cardiovascular endurance, throwing accuracy, muscular strength, and teamwork. 
The game of "How the Grinch Stole Christmas" has been a much anticipated activity from the children. That will lead 
us up to the holiday break. 

 

 
Music – General music students are completing form while 3rd grade students work on playing the recorder.  

They will wrap everything up before the Winter break so they can begin fresh in January. Instrumental and Choral 
students are busily preparing for their Winter concerts. Chorus students have memorized their songs and are 
eagerly anticipating performing.  Instrumental students are busily putting on the finishing touches to their pieces and 
looking forward to performing as well. The concert dates and important information are below.   
Mr. Bosch and Mr. Fisher hope to see as many of you at the student concerts who can attend. Mark your calendar! 
      
 
Band/Strings Concerts:   
Thursday, December 14, 2017               Band Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
Friday, December 15, 2017   Band and Strings Concert at 2:00 p.m. 

Strings Concert - 7:00 p.m. 
Friday, May 11, 2018    Band and Strings Concert at 2:00 p.m.  

Strings Concert - 7:00 p.m. 
Friday, May 18, 2018    Band Concert at 7:00 p.m. 

Chorus Concert:   
Tuesday, December 5, 2017   2:00 and 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 8, 2018   2:00 and 7:00 p.m. 
 
Concert Dress:  Dress white shirt, dress black pants, black shoes; girls may wear a solid black skirt or a solid black 
dress. 
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Counselor’s Corner 

Congratulations to the following students for earning Student of the 
Month by showing courtesy throughout the school.   

Kindergarten 
Mrs. Anderson – Rhyleigh H.          
Ms. Corso – Lena D.           
Ms. Schiller – Reagan L.     
Ms. Smith – Ethan B. 
Mrs. Sweitzer – Mia F.              
First Grade 
Mr. Birus – Hayden F.              
Mrs. Clark – Autumn A.             
Mrs. Quarantillo – Dominion A.          
Mrs. Webb – Molly W.        
Second Grade 
Mrs. Brown – Jemina T.           
Ms. Johnston – Ivanka D.        
Mrs. Pinckney – James B.          
Ms. Tran – Cyrene H.             
Mrs. Ward – Rhylee P.       
Third Grade 
Ms. Choo –   Owen F.          
Ms. Downie – Mariah W.    
Ms. Heisman – Autumn H.         
Ms. Ryan – Cameron C.    
Mrs. Zak – Alex A.     

Fourth Grade 
Mrs. Carrigan – Justin S.             
Ms. Moquin –  Braylon F.       
Ms. Stepien –  Damian J.       
Mrs. Sym – Lylah A.             
Fifth Grade 
Mrs. Bell – Madison R.        
Mrs. Frangioni – Kamilla H.        
Ms. Kent – Ethan W.            
Mrs. Potts – Annabel F.        
ACC 
Mrs. Mitchell -  Pearl V.      
Ms. Hallinin –Angel L.        
 
Art   (Mrs. Howard) - Jonathan A.    
Art   (Ms. Orante)  - Owen D.   
Media  (Ms. Barnes)  - Hakeemah A.    
Media (Mrs. Fox) – Zachary B. 
Instrumental Music   (Mr. Bosch)  - Jayden D.   
Music   (Mr. Fisher)  - Reisyn H.     
Music   (Mr. Loach)  - Finnegan B.    
P.E.   (Mr. Kiehle)  - Ezra B.   
P.E.   (Ms. German)  - Andrew H.    
 

 Congratulations to the following “Class of the Month” 

who showed courtesy throughout the school as an 

entire class. 

Primary – Tran 

Intermediate – Carrigan 

Please remember that next month’s focus is encouragement.  Encourage your students to demonstrate encouraging 

behavior at home and at school.  Here are some resources you may find helpful: 

Books: Have You Filled a Bucket Today? : A Guide to Daily Happiness for Kids  by Carol McCloud, Chrysanthemum 

by Kevin Henkes, The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds    

Websites: http://www.parenting.com/article/raising-a-compassionate-child 

http://www.pbs.org/wholechild/providers/getting.html  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1043218.Have_You_Filled_a_Bucket_Today_
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/519638.Carol_McCloud
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/193.Kevin_Henkes
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/825377.The_Dot
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/198837.Peter_H_Reynolds
http://www.parenting.com/article/raising-a-compassionate-child
http://www.pbs.org/wholechild/providers/getting.html


 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
Monday, December 4 December Newsletter available online   
 
Monday, December 4 PTA Meeting – Cafeteria 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
December 4-December 8 PTA Fundraiser at Five Below, Waugh Chapel Location 
 
Tuesday, December 5 Chorus Concert 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 
Thursday, December 7 Two-Hour Early Dismissal-1:05 p.m. Professional Development 
 
Friday, December 8   Schools Closed For Students – Parent/Teacher Conferences 
   
Thursday, December 14 Band Concert 7:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
 
Friday, December 15  Second Grade Field Trip to Baltimore Museum of Industry 
    Band and Strings Concert 2:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
    Strings Concert 7:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
   
Monday, December 25 – Winter Break - School Closed  
Monday, January 1   
 
Tuesday, January 2  School Reopens 

January Newsletter available online 
 
Monday, January 8  PTA Meeting – Cafeteria 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
 
Monday, January 15  Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday – Schools and offices closed 
 
Wednesday, January 17 Kindergarten Field Trip to Port Discovery 
 
Thursday, January 18 Fifth Grade Band Field Trip to Old Mill High School 
 
Wednesday, January 24 BSO Music Field Trip - Fourth & Fifth Grade Chorus - ACCI & ACCII 
 
Monday, January 29  Two-Hour Early Dismissal - 1:05 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, January 30 Two-Hour Early Dismissal - 1:05 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, January 31 End of 2nd Marking Period 

Schools Closed For Students - Teacher Workday 
 
 
 
 




