
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Principal’s Message 

 
March has a way of giving us hope just 

when we think the winter days will hold on 
forever. We have the promise of spring with 
flowers and longer days filled with sunshine. 
Students become excited for warmer recess 
days and we adults look at the arrival of spring 
as way for new beginnings.  

Along with the excitement of spring we 
are looking forward to several events in March: 
Interims go home on Friday, March 9th, the 
PTA Spring Dance will happen on Friday, 
March 16th and spring break will start on 
Thursday, March 29th.  Schools will be closed 
March 29th, 30th, and April 2nd.  Students will 
return on Tuesday, April 3rd.  

Remember with the time change on 
March 11th, safety for children must be at the 
forefront of all our thoughts. Drivers may have 
slower reflexes in the mornings so please help 
your children to remember the safety rules for 
walking or biking to school. Additionally, we 
want to thank all the families who have been 
working with us during arrival and dismissal for 
the safety of all students and adults. 
Remember, if you are delivering or picking up 
via a vehicle you must do so by participating in 
the car loop.  IF you do park across the street to 
let students out, those students must walk up to 
the crossing guard to be escorted across the  

 

 
 
 
 
 
road safely. Neither students nor adults 

should cross the road and then try and cross 
through the bus lane. Additionally, please 
remember that students may not be let out 
where the signs on side of the road closest to 
the school state NO PARKING. To do so, 
actually backs up traffic rather than hurries it 
along. Again, while it may not always seem 
convenient to follow these requests, it is often 
times the safest action to take on behalf of 
students, adults and other drivers. 

We want to take a moment to thank our 
many volunteers. Whether you are helping with 
Chessie, clubs, or within specific classrooms, 
your efforts and dedication to our students and 
school can never be replicated. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                     
 

   Dr. Prater, Principal 
Mrs. Elliott, Assistant Principal 

 
 
 

Ridgeway Elementary School 
Riding High to Excellence 

Thursday March 1, 2018 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

The Ridgeway family encourages community involvement, values learning, and promotes character. 

 

VISION STATEMENT VALUES 

Every student at Ridgeway will be productive members of our world by displaying: 

 Competence toward rigorous standards assessed through ongoing state and school-based assessments. 
 Compassion as students develop values and demonstrate a caring affect. 
 Confidence as they develop and demonstrate the ability to persevere through complex tasks and to accept 

challenges. 
 

 



 
 

 
Green School News 

 
The deadline for submitting Ridgeway’s application for 
Maryland Green School recertification is March 17, so 
the Green School Committee will be working hard in 
the coming weeks to get the finishing touches on our 
application.  It is wonderful to see all the ways the 
students and staff at Ridgeway have made “green” 
choices and learned about helping the environment 
since we were last certified in 2014.  We hope to be 
celebrating our recertification by the end of the school 
year! 
Spring Environmental Club will start in April and 
permission slips will be coming home this month with 
K-2 students. Twenty-five students will be selected by 
lottery for the spring session, so keep an eye out if 
your child is interested in signing up. Students will be 
learning about cool creatures of the Chesapeake Bay! 

 

 
 

Event Parking at Ridgeway 
 

We would like to remind all parents and visitors to 
Ridgeway Elementary to please respect the property 
of our neighbors and do not park in any driveway, 
in front of any driveway or mailbox. Our neighbors 
have been instructed by the Anne Arundel County 
Police Department to contact them and they will ticket 
and/or tow vehicles who are in violation. 
 
ALL VEHICLES THAT PARK IN THE BUS LANE 
MUST MOVE THEIR VEHICLE BEFORE 2:30 PM 
 

 

 
 

School Safety 
 

This is a reminder. When entering the building, do not 
hold the door open for the person behind you. When 
exiting the building, do not let visitors in until you are 
sure that the office has given entry approval. Thank 
you for your support in keeping our school safe. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

STUDENT DROP OFF 
 

Just a reminder that school begins daily at 8:55 AM.  
Our doors open for students at 8:35 AM. We would like 
to ask that you please be mindful of the time that you 
drop your students off at school; particularly during the 
cold winter months. Thank You! 
 

 
Background Checks 

 

Before you volunteer, you must watch the Anne 

Arundel County Sexual Harassment and Child Abuse 

PowerPoint and complete the form for us to keep on 

file (not required if we have your form on file).   

Background checks can now be done online and are 

required for all school field trips but are not required to 

volunteer at the school.  

To begin the background check process, please go to 
the following link: http://www.aacps.org/chaperone/ 

 
 

El Campo del Bosque 
 

June 25-29th 
Arlington Echo 

Grades 
1 - 5 

From the moment the student’s passport is stamped 
by immigration, they will find themselves in a thrilling 
world of Hispanic culture. Students will gain an 
introduction or enhance their existing Spanish 
language skills through the use of 
word games, skits, music, art, and outdoor activities 
such as canoeing, seining, swimming, and nature 
walks. This week long language learning experience 
is an exciting way to spend time this summer. Please 
see the attached flyer for the application and details or 
view online at World & Classical Languages Summer. 
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What’s happening at RidgeWay? 
ACC I and II –   

 
ACCI:  We've had a busy month. We are so excited to have Mrs. Kristen Rife, as a new TSA in our classroom. We said good-bye to 

Ms. Pam Williams and wished her well in her new job. She will be missed... but I'm positive she will not be a stranger. In addition to 
seasonal activities this month, we will be studying Unit 6 of the Unique Learning Systems Curriculum: Earth and Space Science, "Tell 
Me About the Weather." In our first book, we will follow Todd Turtle and read about what activities he loves doing each season. We will 
learn about different weather patterns and recognize that we can't do certain activities during certain types of weather. We will also 
discuss what we like to do during the different types of weather and explore the current season and seasonal events. In our unit's Easy 
Read Book, we will be exposed to different types of weather. We will meet Carla and join her as she looks up into the sky to see what 
the weather is like. We will learn that the weather is always changing and how we can adjust to it with our clothing or accessories such 
as an umbrella or a hat. 
 
We look forward to lots of learning, cooking, warmer weather and fun! 

 
ACCII:  In March’s unit, students will learn about the relationship between seasons and weather. The first book of the unit, Scrapbook 

of The Seasons, introduces students to the types of weather that occur during each season. The second book, Earth in Motion, teaches 

students how Earth’s movement causes daytime, nighttime, and the seasons. Students will be making their own scrapbooks of the 

different seasons. Students will also learn how to graph weather patterns, make predictions and inferences, as well as use weather 

related shapes during math. Some of the recipes for March include: Leprechaun shakes, English Muffin Pizza, and Shamrock mix. We 

will continue how to sequence, follow directions, and work together throughout the month of March. 

Kindergarten – We are very excited to celebrate Dr. Seuss this month! This month students will learn about weather, 

seasons and how weather affects us and how things around us have changed over time.  We are continuing to learn new sight words 

and identify and read words in different word families.  Continue to help your child learn their sight words and practice blending simple 

words together.  In math, we will explore number bonds and how to decompose numbers to get ready for addition and subtraction.   

Be on the lookout for information regarding our last field trip. We look forward to welcoming Spring! 

First- First off, thank you to all you donated to our 100th Day and Valentine’s Day celebrations.  Your generosity made for a fun 

day in First Grade!   As the weather seems to change day to day, please keep in mind that we do try to go out for recess whenever we 
can.  Please be sure that your child is prepared for being outside for recess.  It is also a good time to make sure that your child has 
school supplies in class that they need every day to complete class assignments. (Pencils, crayons and glue sticks)  
Chessie has started back up for the second part of the year! Congratulations to all the Chessie participants that worked so hard to meet 
their goal and attended the first celebration. We are hoping for a great turn out for the next one!  Please encourage your child to go to 
Chessie on the assigned days for his or her class!  
Our Science Unit of sound has been quite interesting and will soon be winding down. It will be followed by a unit on Light. In Writing we 
are working on opinion writing and supporting our opinions with good reasons. In Math we are about to begin a Geometry unit. 
Please continue to have your child practice math facts and read nightly.  As always, thanks for your support, it is greatly appreciated! 
 

Second – Winter is almost over and we look toward the excitement of spring! Wow! The year continues to speed along! The 

most exciting activity for this month is our Field trip to the Baltimore Zoo on March 28th! We will be able to use our recently learned 

knowledge about animals we’re researching on an animal of our choice for our Bare Book!  Second grade has just started a “Reading 

Challenge” to read 100 books at school, by March 23rd! They can be read by the teacher, with a friend, on your own, but only the books 

read at school count. Do you think we can do it?? WE DO!  In math, we will be continuing with the NBT models when adding or 

subtracting 3-digit numbers that require regrouping!  

We are also anxiously awaiting the Spring Break at the end of the month! Have a safe and happy one! 

 

Third - This month in Language Arts, students will work on identifying theme, comparing two texts and sequencing.  Students will 

also be working with poetry.  In Math, students will continue to explore multiplication and division.  Patterns will also be introduced as 
well as a review of fractions.  Equivalent fractions will be our main focus.  In Science, students will study weather and climates in 
different regions of the world.  In Social Studies, students will study Economics.  As March is Women’s History Month, we will explore 
various persons that have made major contributions to American Society.  
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Fourth – Welcome to another wonderful month of 4th Grade! This will be a busy month, with our trip to Arlington Echo on 

March 8th (Mrs. Carrigan and Ms. Moquin’s classes) or on March 9th (Ms. Stepien and Mrs. Sym’s classes). In Language Arts, students 
will continue to read short stories and novels. Students will analyze characters’ actions, thoughts, and words and how they impact the 
story and outcomes. In addition, they will work on identifying the theme of fiction texts. In Math, students will learn about measuring 
angles and multiplying fractions. In Science, students will experiment with circuits and magnets. In Social Studies, students will learn 
about Maryland’s role during the Civil War through the Emancipation Proclamation. 
We are excited to offer a fun activity this year for the school auction- bowling with the 4th grade teachers! From 4-6pm on April 26th, the 
fourth grade teachers will be bowling, eating pizza, and having a great time with some special fourth grade students at Greenway 
Bowling! Sound like fun? Make sure to come and bid on the event at the school auction on Friday, March 16th! 
 

Fifth – We know that everyone is looking forward to some wonderful spring weather. In March, fifth graders will be taking the 

new state science assessment.   Please make sure your child gets plenty of rest the nights before, and eats a good breakfast the 
morning of those days.  Before you know it, Drown-proofing will be here.  (The dates are April 30, May 1,2,3.)  If you are thinking of 
volunteering for any of the dates, please fill out an electronic background check now.  To access the form go to aacps.org.  Go to the 
‘Parents’ tab, and click on ‘Forms’.  Scroll down to ‘Miscellaneous’ on the right-hand side.  Chaperone/Volunteer Background 
Investigation Application is the first item listed.  Thank you in advance. We will continue working on poetry in Language Arts.  We are 
talking about the Revolutionary War in Social Studies.  In math, we are finishing up with decimal operations, and beginning to work on 
graphing on coordinate planes.  We are completing our study of ecosystems in science, and will start to prepare for Drown-proofing.  

 

Art – Congratulations to the following students who’s artwork will be displayed in the Odenton Library in honor of Youth Art Month. 

Cameron R., Tori M., Annabel F., Isabelle B., Noah S., Nyeema W., Haleh S., Aiyanna F., Madison S., Amy S., Marie M., Alyssa S., 
Brianna H., Eleanor H., Ethan A., Brady H., Sasha S., Alec M., Jennet D., Addison H., Emma E., Emily S., Chloe J., Lylah A., Addison 
L., Kylie H., Alyssa R., Tianna D., Lindsay J., Saoirse K., Logan Y., Matthew D., Leyla N., Lilyannah D-B., Christian M., Benjamin R., 
Katie R., Devin M., Rylee P., Cayden M., Nicholas S., Claudia G., Lilly F., Rosemary T., Isa Y., Mia F., Dorothy G. A special 
Congratulations to Liara A. her artwork was chosen to be included in the “Many Ways of Seeing” exhibit in The Walters Art Museum. 
Fifth grade artists will explore the art of graffiti and complete a composition of a brick wall painting with a word written in graffiti inspired 
style on the brick. Fourth grade artists are going to learn about a few of the artists of the surrealism period and create a surreal seal 
painting.  Third grade artists will look at various styles of architecture and draw and paint an architectural structure that they design 

using a variety of architectural structures of their choice. This will eventually lead to doing a 3D architectural structure as well.  
Second grade artists will read the story Crazy Hair Day and create a composition of a person having a crazy hair day using markers to 
create repetitive lines and designs within their hair.  First grade artists will be inspired by bubbles and the artist Peter Max and paint a 
profile of themselves blowing bubbles. They will also make their own bubble wand.  Kindergarten will draw a 2d animal and then sculpt 

a 3D animal which they will embellish. The lesson on how to make the 3D animal will be taught by a fifth grade artist, Bianca Hatch.       

 

Media – Spring is in the air!  In March, first, second, third, fourth, and fifth graders will continue to work on different research 

skills. In kindergarten, we will be working on the elements of realistic fiction. We are encouraging our third, fourth, and fifth graders to 
read at least three 2017-2018 Black-Eyed Susan nominee novels or graphic novels, so that they can participate in the voting that will be 
coming in April. 
 

Physical Education - The month of March will be spent working on Jump Rope Skills and Hockey. 

At the PTA spring auction/ Dance I will be offering extra PE time for students for $5.00 each. I will be at the dance sitting by my office 
collecting money and marking down names. This is not an auction and everyone who pays will get their extra 30 min of PE time. In the 
past this has brought in a good amount for the PTA and I would like to continue the tradition.   

 

Music- General Music students are still working on pitch recognition with both the bass and treble clefs.  They will be moving on 

to instrument families.  Second, ACC 1, and ACC 2 students will be attending a special performance of the BSO in April. 
 Instrumental and Choral students are busily to preparing for their Spring Concerts.  Please note the dates below so you are able to 
attend.  Mr. Bosch and Mr. Fisher look forward to seeing as many of you at the student concerts who can attend.  Mark your calendar! 
 
     Band/Strings Concerts:   

           Friday, May 11, 2018 - 2:00 - Band and Strings Concert at 2:00 p.m.  
                                                         7:00 -Strings Concert - 7:00 p.m. 
           Friday, May 18, 2018 -          Band Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
                                                       
 Chorus Concert:  Tuesday, May 8, 2018 at 2:00 and 7:00 p.m. 

 
 Concert Dress:  Dress white shirt, dress black pants, black shoes; girls may wear a solid black skirt or a solid black dress. 
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Counselor’s Corner 

Congratulations to the following students for earning Student of the 
Month by showing Kindness throughout the school. 

Kindergarten 
Mrs. Anderson – Veronica T.  

Ms. Corso – Cataleya D. 
Ms. Schiller –Katelyn A-A.  

Ms. Smith – Riley S. 
Mrs. Sweitzer – Dominique L.  

First Grade 
Mr. Birus – Carter H. 
Mrs. Clark – Sasha S. 

Mrs. Quarantillo – Dylan E.  
Mrs. Webb – John M. 

Second Grade 
Mrs. Brown – Olivia J. 
Ms. Johnston – Ian H.  

Mrs. Pinckney –Reisyn H. 
Ms. Tran – Raven S. 

Mrs. Ward –Emelyn V. 
Third Grade 

Ms. Choo – Jayda R. 
Ms. Downie – Chase W.  
Ms. Heisman – Peyton E. 

Ms. Ryan – Kaitlyn M.  
Mrs. Zak – Brady M. 

Fourth Grade 
Mrs. Carrigan –Aden P. 

Ms. Moquin – Jennett D. 
Ms. Stepien – Payge H. 
Mrs. Sym – Savanna S. 

Fifth Grade 
Mrs. Bell – Isabella S. 

Mrs. Frangioni – Luca B. 
Ms. Kent – Shelby M. 
Mrs. Potts – Amy S. 

ACC 
Mrs. Mitchell – Samuel V. 

Ms. Hallinin – Efe O. 
 

Art   (Mrs. Howard) – Savanna S. 
Art   (Ms. Orante) – Dominion A. 

Media (Ms. Barnes) – Ava B. 
Media (Mrs. Fox) – Sophia Y. 

Instrumental Music   (Mr. Bosch) – Jaylah J. 
Music   (Mr. Fisher) – Michael C. 

Music   (Mr. Loach) – Sasha S. 
P.E.   (Mr. Kiehle)  - Caitlyn B. 
P.E.   (Ms. German)  -  Liara A. 

 
 

Hello from the Counseling Office!   
 
As always we will begin each lesson with a mindfulness skill such as deep breathing, visualization, muscle relaxation and positive 
thinking.  We will also continue working on peer relationships and treating each other with respect.  This month’s character trait 
is perseverance so many of my classroom lessons will be directly related to teaching and applying perseverance in school and 
outside of school.  We will be discussing what it takes to persevere through a conflict with friends, difficult academic tasks and 
overcoming challenges that may appear throughout life.   
 
Here are some resources you can use a home to help continue working on the skill of perseverance.  
  
Books: 
The Little Engine that Could by Watty Piper 
Flight School by Lita Judge 
How to Catch a Star by Oliver Jeffers  
 
Websites: 
 
https://www.parents.com/parenting/better-parenting/style/how-to-teach-kids-perseverance-goal-setting/  
https://www.commonsense.org/education/blog/we-all-teach-sel-perseverance-activities-and-tools-for-students  
 
As always, please contact me with any questions or concerns. 
Stephanie Brauer

https://www.commonsense.org/education/blog/we-all-teach-sel-perseverance-activities-and-tools-for-students


 
 

 

 

 

  

 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

Thursday, March 1        Showcase Night at Old Mill Middle South Doors open - 6:00 p.m. 

 

 Friday, March 2        Parent Teacher Conference 

      Schools closed for Students 

 

Thursday, March 8        Fourth Grade Field trip to Arlington Echo (Carrigan/Moquin) 

 

 

Friday, March 9        Interims to be sent home 

          Fourth Grade Field trip to Arlington Echo (Stepien/Sym) 

 

Monday, March 12        Class Picture Day/Individual Spring Portraits 

 

 

Friday, March 16        PTA Dance/Silent Auction 

      DOORS OPEN at 6:30 P.M –$1.00 Admission 

 

 

Wednesday, March 28       Second Grade Field trip to Baltimore Zoo 

 

 

Thursday, March 29-        Easter/Spring Break 

Monday, April 2        Schools and Offices Closed 

 

 

Wednesday, April 4        Kindergarten Registration begins 

 

Wednesday, April 18-         Vision and Hearing Screening for Kindergarten,  

Thursday, April 19         First and Fourth Grade 

 

Friday, April 20         Fifth Grade Bowling Field Trip with Mr. Kiehle 

 

Friday, April 27         Kindergarten Field Trip to Maryland Zoo 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY TO THE PTA SPONSORED 

DANCE/SILENT AUCTION! 

FRIDAY, MARCH 16 - 6:30–8:30 $1.00 Admission 

* CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED AND MONITORED BY AN ADULT (18 OR OLDER) 

Pizza, Chips, Treats, Drinks, 

FACEPAINTING, BALLOONS AND PHOTO BOOTH Will All be 

Available for Purchase 

The Silent Auction has some AMAZING NEW ITEMS!! 

Payment by credit card will be accepted for Auction and Buy it Now items!! 

Cash or Checks made payable to the Ridgeway PTA will be accepted at all areas. 

Mr. KIEHLE WILL BE IN HIS OFFICE SELLING EXTRA P.E. for 

$5.00 CASH ONLY. 

Auction Closing times will be 7:45 and 8:15. 

Raffles will also be drawn at those times. 

 

 

                                      



Thank You to more of OUR AMAZING 

SPONSORS!! 

API (Athletic Performance Inc.) 

MISSION ESCAPE ROOM (ANAPPOLIS) 

MUSE PAINT BAR 

SHADOWLANDS LASER TAG 

BALTIMORE CENTER STAGE 

MEDIEVAL TIMES 

POTBELLY SANDWICH SHOP 

CASCADE LAKE 

KIDS FIRST SWIM SCHOOL 

COSTCO 

NANDO’S PERI PERI 

MASSAGE ENVY 

SEVERNA PARK RACQUETBALL & FITNESS CLUB 

THE GRILLE 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES 

ACE HARDWARE 



 

 


