
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Principal’s Message 

 
 

Happy February! Although, 
February is a short month, it is going to 
busy!  It is hard to believe we are in the 
third marking period of this school year. 
It appears that the cold weather will be 
around for a little longer.  Please make 
sure your students are dressed for the 
weather with coats, hats, and gloves.  

 

     
 
Please join us on Friday, February 

9th for Conversation with the Principals. 
A flyer will be sent home on Monday, 
February 5th with more details.  Also, this 
month, students in grades K-5 will be 
completing winter Fountas and Pinnell 
testing to determine their current reading 
levels. We can’t wait to see how much 
progress our readers have made!  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

We are continuing to build a school 
of students who exhibit positive behavior. 
The Positive Office Referral program 
continues to be a success! We are proud 
of our students, every day they show 
respect for learning, themselves, others, 
and property. It continues to brighten our 
days as we walk around and see 
students learning and helping each other 
throughout the day.  Happy Valentine’s 
Day Ridgeway Families! 
 
 

                     
 
 

   Dr. Prater, Principal 
Mrs. Elliott, Assistant Principal 

 
 

 
 

Ridgeway Elementary School 
Riding High to Excellence 

Thursday February 1, 2018 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

The Ridgeway family encourages community involvement, values learning, and promotes character. 

 

VISION STATEMENT VALUES 

Every student at Ridgeway will be productive members of our world by displaying: 

 Competence toward rigorous standards assessed through ongoing state and school-based assessments. 
 Compassion as students develop values and demonstrate a caring affect. 
 Confidence as they develop and demonstrate the ability to persevere through complex tasks and to accept 

challenges. 
 

 



 
 

 

 
Green School News 

 

February 2018 Green School News 
Ridgeway will be reinstating a Green School 
initiative called Waste-Free Wednesday. Each 
Wednesday, starting February 7th, students 
and staff will be encouraged to eat a waste-free 
lunch. Students who bring their lunch can do 
such things as pack items in reusable 
containers, use cloth napkins instead of paper 
napkins, and bring metal forks or spoons 
instead of plastic utensils. Buyers should take 
only what they will eat, so as not to waste food. 
The goal of these Waste-Free lunch days is to 
reduce the amount of trash that our school is 
creating. To show support for the Earth, wear 
green each Wednesday! 
Information about Spring Environmental Club 
for students in grades K-2 will be coming home 
in March, so keep an eye out! 
 
 

 
 

Event Parking at Ridgeway 
 

We would like to remind all parents and visitors 
to Ridgeway Elementary to please respect the 
property of our neighbors and do not park in 
any driveway, in front of any driveway or 
mailbox. Our neighbors have been instructed by 
the Anne Arundel County Police Department to 
contact them and they will ticket and/or tow 
vehicles who are in violation. 
 
 
ALL VEHICLES THAT PARK IN THE BUS 
LANE MUST MOVE THEIR VEHICLE 
BEFORE 2:30 PM 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

STUDENT DROP OFF 
 

Just a reminder that school begins daily at 8:55 
AM.  Our doors open for students at 8:35 AM. 
We would like to ask that you please be mindful 
of the time that you drop your students off at 
school; particularly during the cold winter 
months. Thank You! 

 

 
Background Checks 

 

Before you volunteer, you must watch the 

Anne Arundel County Sexual Harassment and 

Child Abuse PowerPoint and complete the form 

for us to keep on file (not required if we have 

your form on file).   

Background checks can now be done online 

and are required for all school field trips but are 

not required to volunteer at the school.  

To begin the background check process, please 
go to the following link: 
http://www.aacps.org/chaperone/ 

 
 

 
 

Chesapeake Arts Catalogs are available upon 
request; since the supply is limited, first come 
first served basis. You can also download a 
copy of this catalog at 
http://www.chesapeakearts.org.  
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What’s happening at Ridgeway? 
ACC I and II –   

 
ACCI:  Our Unit for February is Elementary History. In our first book we will meet a new character named Brody, who is going to the 

Presidents Day parade in his community. We will learn about several American symbols that Brody will see at the parade, such as a 
bald eagle, the American flag and the Statue of Liberty. We will talk about where we might see these symbols in our community or at 
school and also learn about Presidents Day. In our second book we will meet Tim as he walks a new friend named Leah through his 
community and talks about what makes his community special. Throughout the month we will bring in our own communities and how 
they are special. Additionally, we will learn about several special days in February. What a busy month! 

 
ACCII:  In February, Unit 6 focuses on cultural influence communities. This over-arching historical theme is present in all subject 

areas throughout our February unit. For reading, we will be focusing on 2 fictional stories and two non-fiction articles. Our realistic 

fiction novels include: “Culture across America” and “Family Food”. Our non-fiction articles are: “Coming to America” and “Groundhog 

Day”. In phonics, ACC 2 will be mapping letter sounds for letters a, m, t, p, n, c, and sk. Math includes using our touch-point strategies 

to add and subtract single and double-digit numbers; comparing number sets within 50 to determine which has more or less; and 

working with money, time, fractions, and measurement. For science and social studies, we will be discussing how people are different 

from one another by exploring food, appearance, and traditions. Lastly, ACC 2 will be creating various recipes to celebrate the many 

holidays and traditions February has to offer. These recipes include a Valentine Shake, Heart Mix, Super Sunday Dip, and Chocolate 

Covered Strawberries. As always, we are excited to get to make, taste, and rate our recipes to decide which ones we want to share 

with our loved ones at home! We wish everyone a February full of love and kindness <3 

 

Kindergarten – There are several exciting events coming up this month.  We will be celebrating Groundhog’s Day, the 

100th Day of School and Valentine’s Day.   We can’t wait to see all of the creative ways the students displayed 100 objects. We will be 
learning about patterns in our world and the weather.  In math, we will be working with sets to 20 and begin practice with addition and 
subtraction within 10.  Please be sure that your child has a weather appropriate change of clothes.  They should also be coming to 
school in warm winter accessories on cold days.  On February 28th we will be headed to Port Discovery.  If you have not sent back the 
updated field trip form, please do so this week.   
 

First- We will be celebrating the 100th day of school and Valentine’s Day this month! Please look for a flyer asking for donations 

for these special days.  
We will be exploring ideas in our third theme, “I Am Curious about How to Share Ideas.” In Language Arts, we will be practicing multiple 
spellings for long vowel sounds, writing opinion pieces, and responding to reading by asking questions, visualizing, making predictions, 
and retelling the main idea and details. In Math, we will be comparing, ordering, adding, and subtracting numbers to 120. We will also 
be exploring shapes in a special math project called M2. In Science and Social Studies, we will be learning about the five senses, 
communication, light, and sound. Please continue to encourage your child to make good choices, do their very best, and to read every 
night. Thank you for your continued support! 

 
Second – Welcome to the third quarter of second grade! We are excited all the new learning experiences that are coming our 

way. This month in math we will be exploring geometry. We will identify, describe, compose, compare, and more with 2-dimensional 

and 3-dimensional shapes. Our new unit in science and social studies is called We Are Environmental Stewards. The word 

“environment” can be defined as everything around us. It can also mean the natural world, specifically. A steward is a caretaker. 

Synonyms for steward include keeper or custodian. We will continue our extended research project on animals in the classroom, the 

computer lab, and Media. We hope your student will be participating in our class Valentine’s Day celebration. It’s a fun day of caring 

and friendship. Each student should return a signed permission form to eat party snacks. Please remember to send your student with a 

coat during these cold months. We hope to go outside for recess when the weather allows. Thank you!  

 

Third - This month in Language Arts, students will work on identifying theme, comparing two texts and sequencing.  Students will 

also be working with poetry.  In Math, students will continue to explore multiplication and division.  Patterns will also be introduced as 
well as a review of fractions.  Equivalent fractions will be our main focus.  In Science, students will study weather and climates in 
different regions of the world.  In Social Studies, students will study Economics.  As February is African American History Month, we will 
explore various persons that have made major contributions to American Society.  

Ridgeway Elementary School - Newsletter                                             Page 2 – Thursday February 1, 2018 



 
 

Fourth – It is hard to believe that we are already in the third marking period.  In Language Arts, we will continue to review 

main idea, inferential thinking, and analyzing character’s actions.  In Math, we will be investigating how to add and subtract fractions 
and mixed numbers.  A new marking period brings us the study of electricity and creating electrical circuits in Science.   In Social 
Studies, students will be studying Maryland’s involvement in creating our U.S. political structure and analyzing documents that 
developed our democratic ideas.  Our field trip to the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra takes place on Thursday, February 8th. Also, 
keep your eye out for information regarding Valentine’s Day celebrations. Happy February!   
 
Fifth – In Language Arts, we will continue to explore poetry and nonfiction.  Our content focus will be Black History Month and 

the Civil Rights Movement.  In Math, we will continue to work on dividing fractions.  We will then begin working on decimal operations.  
We are continuing our study of food webs in Science.  We will continue our study of the Revolutionary War in Social Studies. Before 
you know it, Drown proofing will be here.  (The dates are April 30, May 1, 2, 3.)  If you are thinking of volunteering for any of the dates, 
please fill out an electronic background check now.  To access the form go to aacps.org.  Go to the ‘Parents’ tab, and click on ‘Forms’.  
Scroll down to ‘Miscellaneous’ on the right-hand side.  Chaperone/Volunteer Background Investigation Application is the first item listed.  
Thank you in advance. 

 

Art – Fifth grade will complete a value scale using charcoal pencil. They will also draw a self-portrait using value. They will 

complete their drawing by writing what they value in life.  
Fourth grade will use gel pens to draw a mandala/dream catcher using radial symmetry. They will also make 3D Native American clay 

pots.  
Third grade will paint to the music of Stravinsky inspired by the non-representational artist Kandinsky. They will also make a collage 

using a variety of materials inspired by the artist Miro.  
Second grade will make 2D and 3D time machines.  
First grade will make a night and day composition using marker and watercolor using warm and cool color schemes. They will also 

draw a lightbulb using chalk pastel and write one of their own original ideas. First grade will also be painting wings on cats and dogs to 
portray them as flying. 
Kindergarten will draw a window and create a picture of what they see outside their window. They will also use oil pastel and 

watercolor to create a Jim Dine inspired heart. Their hearts will be displayed as a collaborative collage.   

 

Media – Wow this year is flying by. Our #AACPSReadWithMe Challenge was successful. Thank you to all who participated! 

Ridgeway’s Reading night was a lot of fun too! In February, we will be working a lot more with our Code.org curriculum throughout all 
grade levels. Our second, third, fourth, and fifth graders will continue to work on different research skills. Kindergarten and first grade 
will be working on familiarizing themselves with library organization and will learn how to use the catalog to search for books. 

 

Physical Education - February will be spent on our bowling unit. The younger students will be learning the rules 

to bowling and focused on improving their form. The older students will start learning how to keep score. 4th and 5th graders will bowl 
head to head with "class champions" competing against each other as they represent their teacher for the golden bowling pin award.  

 
 

Music- General Music students are still working on pitch recognition.  Second, Fourth, Fifth, ACC 1, and ACC 2 students will be 

attending a special performance of the BSO and the chorus will be attending a performance by the Annapolis Opera. 
Instrumental and Choral students are busily to preparing for their Spring Concerts.  Please note the dates below so you are able to 
attend.  Mr. Bosch and Mr. Fisher look forward to seeing as many of you at the student concerts who can attend.  Mark your calendar! 
     Band/Strings Concerts:   

           Friday, May 11, 2018 - 2:00 - Band and Strings Concert at 2:00 p.m.  
                                                         7:00 -Strings Concert - 7:00 p.m. 
           Friday, May 18, 2018 -          Band Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
                                                       
    Chorus Concert:  Tuesday, May 8, 2018 at 2:00 and 7:00 p.m. 

 
    Concert Dress:  Dress white shirt, dress black pants, black shoes; girls may wear a solid black skirt or a solid black dress. 
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Counselor’s Corner 

Congratulations to the following students for earning Student of the 
Month by showing Problem Solving throughout the school. 

Kindergarten 
Mrs. Anderson – Dexter C. 

Ms. Corso – Eunice L. 
Ms. Schiller –Colton A.  

Ms. Smith – Ryan S. 
Mrs. Sweitzer – Genevieve C. 

First Grade 
Mr. Birus – Aurora E. 

Mrs. Clark – Dominick M.  
Mrs. Quarantillo – Maebh K. 

Mrs. Webb – Hayden H. 
Second Grade 

Mrs. Brown – Tyler R. 
Ms. Johnston – Brian P. 

Mrs. Pinckney – Trevien B.  
Ms. Tran – Raven S. 
Mrs. Ward – Ava B. 

Third Grade 
Ms. Choo – Samantha C. 
Ms. Downie – Diego S. 

Ms. Heisman – Carleigh S. 
Ms. Ryan – Yohanus W.  

Mrs. Zak – Cori W.  

Fourth Grade 
Mrs. Carrigan – Cole O. 

Ms. Moquin – Eleanor H. 
Ms. Stepien – Mason M. 

Mrs. Sym – Elliott J. 
Fifth Grade 

Mrs. Bell – Savannah K. 
Mrs. Frangioni – Kaylee D. 

Ms. Kent – Sophia Y. 
Mrs. Potts – Allison F. 

ACC 
Mrs. Mitchell –Jordyn A.  
Ms. Hallinin – Jayden G. 

 
Art   (Mrs. Howard) – Charlie S. 
Art   (Ms. Orante) – Lilliana D. 

Media (Ms. Barnes) – Taylor M. 
Media (Mrs. Fox) – Claire C. 

Instrumental Music   (Mr. Bosch) – Tyler H. 
Music   (Mr. Fisher) – Michael C. 

Music   (Mr. Loach) – Sasha S. 
P.E.   (Mr. Kiehle)  - Gavin C. 

P.E.   (Ms. German)  - Lilyanah D-B. 
 

As the second semester starts, we continue to work on the social and emotional development of our students.  Teachers are committed 
to embedding social skills throughout the curriculum.  Planning once a month helps us brainstorm ideas and share activities that will 
allow us to focus on teaching the whole child.  School wide we are dedicated to promoting kindness through our character trait lessons 
and classroom buddy activities.  
 
This month’s counseling lessons will be focused on the following areas: 
 
Kindergarten – Treating others kindly 

Have you filled a Bucket Today? By Carol McCloud 
1st Grade – Cooperation and “I Messages” 

https://www.goodtherapy.org/blog/psychpedia/i-message  
2nd Grade – Defining and stopping bullying 

https://pacerkidsagainstbullying.org/  
3rd Grade – Communication skills, stress management (defining stress and coping skills) 

https://www.understood.org/en/friends-feelings/common-challenges/communication-issues/10-ways-to-improve-your-grade 
schoolers-communication-skills#slide-1  

4th Grade – Internet Safety, Stress management (listening to our body and coping skills) 

https://www.commonsense.org/  
5th Grade – Cyberbullying, Stress management (identifying stress and coping skills) 

https://www.commonsense.org/  
 
Coping strategies - http://www.wholistic1.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=33:teaching-childrenyouth-coping-

skills-for-stress-management&catid=4:stress-reduction-information&Itemid=3  
 
As always, please contact me with any questions or concerns. 
Stephanie Brauer



 
 

 

 

 

  

 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

Thursday, February 1-              Beginning of Third Marking period 
Friday, February 2       Newsletter available online 

    

Monday, February 5       PTA Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, February 7      Two-Hour Early Dismissal 1:20 p.m  

         Professional Development 

         Paint Nite ticket sales end 

         Chik Fil A Night Quarterfield Location 5:00-9:00 p.m. 

 

Thursday, February 8       Report Card Distribution  

             BSO Music Field Trip Fourth & Fith Grades 

 

Friday, February 9        Movie Night 6:00 p.m. -9:00 p.m. Despicable Me 3 

 

Monday, February 19       President’s Day- Schools and Central offices Closed 

 

Thursday, February 22       PTA Paint Nite Event at The Hideaway in Odenton 

 

Monday, February 26       Parent Night incoming 6th Grade at Old Mill Middle South - 6:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, February 28       Kindergarten Port Discovery Field Trip 

 

Thursday, March 1        Showcase Night at Old Mill Middle South Doors open - 6:00 p.m. 

 

 Friday, March 2        Parent Teacher Conference 

      Schools closed for Students 

 

Friday, March 9        Interims to be sent home 

 

Friday, March 16        PTA Dance/Silent Auction 

      DOORS OPEN at 6:30 P.M –$1.00 Admission 

 

Thursday, March 29-        Easter/Spring Break- Schools closed 

Monday, April 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY TO THE PTA SPONSORED DANCE/SILENT 

AUCTION! 

COME SHAKE YOUR SHAMROCK TO THE KID-FRIENDLY DJ, PROVIDED 

BY RHK MUSIC! 

FRIDAY, MARCH 16, 2018 

DOORS OPEN AT 6:30 P.M –$1.00 Admission 

Pizza, Chips, Treats, Drinks, 

Face-painting, Balloons and Photo Booth Pics 

will all be available for purchase. 

 

*For everyone’s safety and enjoyment please remind your children that 

there will be no running and/or climbing on the gym equipment.  

CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED AND MONITORED BY AN ADULT 

(18 OR OLDER) * 

**Only adults may place bids** 

 

 

 

 



SILENT AUCTION ITEMS 
 ACTIVITIES WITH TEACHERS WILL BE UP FOR AUCTION! 

 BID ON “PRINCIPAL AND ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL FOR ½ A 

DAY” 

 PARKING SPOTS & SEATS FOR CONCERTS & GRADUATION!! 

 OVER 25 THEME BASKETS 
 ….WE HAVE SOMETHING TO BID ON OR RAFFLE FROM 

EACH OF THESE AMAZING DONORS!!! 

 

                                                 

 Games and Stuff Pokemon Extravaganza 

 Wheels Skate Center 

 ifly Indoor Skydiving Center                                         

 Climbzone 

 Club Sci Kids Summer Camp    

 Go Kart Raceway 

 Zinburger 

 Whitetail Ski Resort 

 Annapolis Area Christian Summer Camp 

 Eco Adventures 

 Monster Mini Golf 

 Three Brothers Pizza 

 Washington Wizards Autographed Pic 
 

 SkyZone Columbia                                          

 Pump It Up 

 Disney World, (4) 1-day hopper 

passes 

 Sun Valley Movie Theater 

 AutoBahn Jessup 

 Launch Trampoline Park 

 Chesapeake Beach Waterpark 

 Ruth’s Chris Odenton 

 All American Steak House 

 Ledos Millersville 

 Dave and Buster’s 

 Liberty Mountain Ski Resort 

 Mani Toes Nail Bar/Mobile Spa 

 



 


