
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Principal’s Message 

 
A new month, a new year, and a fresh 
outlook on the months to come is the 
way we are starting out 2018.  We will 
continue to work to ensure that the 
students and families of Ridgeway are 
safe, happy, and having fun while 
learning for each day we have an 
opportunity to make life brighter. We 
have so much to look forward to 
including a fabulous month for reading 
opportunities. It all begins with the 
community library night on Wednesday, 
January 3rd and continues throughout 
the month with both school and county 
reading initiatives. What better time to 
grab a book and read to and with your 
children than the cold days of January. 
And as it is definitely showing signs of a 
cold month to come, we are asking that 
parents driving their children to school 
help us make the exit from the car into 
the school happy and quick. If there is a 
need for you to help a student with 
something before they leave your car- 
please wait and pull all the way up to the 
end of the line toward the back parking 
area. Also please have students exit the 
cars on the sidewalk side next to the 
building in case any cars are coming 
through the parking area. We are  

 
 
 
 
 
working with transportation to work out a 
better way for the middle school bus to 
pick- up those students so that the bus is 
not blocking the entry way into our drop 
off lane and we hope that will also 
alleviate some of the congestion. We 
have some other ideas that have been 
shared to help with this as well. We ask 
for your kind patience as work toward 
making the drop off experience as easy 
as we possibly can make it. 
We hope that the winter break was 
restful and fun for your family, but we are 
really glad to have your children back 
with us- a school building without 
laughing children is a lonely place!  
 
Have a Joyous January! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

          Dr. Prater, Principal 
Mrs. Elliott, Assistant Principal 

 

Ridgeway Elementary School 
Riding High to Excellence 

Tuesday January 2, 2018 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

The Ridgeway family encourages community involvement, values learning, and promotes character. 

 

VISION STATEMENT VALUES 

Every student at Ridgeway will be productive members of our world by displaying: 

 Competence toward rigorous standards assessed through ongoing state and school-based assessments. 
 Compassion as students develop values and demonstrate a caring affect. 
 Confidence as they develop and demonstrate the ability to persevere through complex tasks and to accept 

challenges. 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Green School News 

 

Thank you to all the 3rd-5th graders that participated 
in the Fall session of Environmental Club! Students 
in the club learned about 5 awesome Chesapeake 
Bay critters: lined seahorse, oyster, Diamondback 
terrapin, horseshoe crab, and Atlantic sturgeon. A 
similar session for students in grades K-2 will be 
held in the Spring. Don’t forget to donate unwanted 
clothes and shoes to our yellow Planet Aid bins! 
Donated items are tax deductible and each pound 
helps Ridgeway earn money to support Green 
School initiatives. This holiday season, think about 
how you can be a friend to the environment. Here 
are some suggestions. Bring reusable bags when 
you go shopping and skip the plastic bags. Wrap 
presents in recycled paper, or reuse gift bags, tins, 
bows and ribbon. If you send holiday cards, try to 
choose ones that are made from recycled paper and 
recycle the cards you receive once you are done 
enjoying them. Choose LED lights to decorate trees 
and houses. This type of light saves energy! 
Consider giving gifts that are experience-driven, 
such as concert or movie tickets, gift certificates to 
dinner or a massage, or an annual pass to a 
county/state park. Have a wonderful “green” holiday 
season! 
 

 
 

Event Parking at Ridgeway 
 
We would like to remind all parents and visitors to 
Ridgeway Elementary to please respect the 
property of our neighbors and do not park in any 
driveway, in front of any driveway or mailbox. Our 
neighbors have been instructed by the Anne Arundel 
County Policy Department to contact them and they 
will ticket and/or tow vehicles who are in violation. 
 
 
ALL VEHICLES THAT PARK IN THE BUS LANE 
MUST MOVE THEIR VEHICLE  BEFORE 2:30 PM 

 
 

 

 
 

STUDENT DROP OFF 
 

Just a reminder that school begins daily at 8:55 AM.  
Our doors open for students at 8:35 AM. We would 
like to ask that you please be mindful of the time that 
you drop your students off at school; particularly 
during the cold winter months. Thank You! 

 

 
Background Checks 

 
Before you volunteer, you must watch the Anne 

Arundel County Sexual Harassment and Child 

Abuse powerpoint and complete the form for us to 

keep on file (not required if we have your form on 

file).   

Background checks can now be done online and 

are required for all school field trips but are not 

required to volunteer at the school.  

To begin the background check process, please go 
to the following link: 
http://www.aacps.org/chaperone/ 
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What’s happening at RidgeWay? 
 
ACC I and II –   

 
ACCI:  Happy New Year!  In addition to Winter themes, January is all about being healthy. We will be following Paige who is doing 

things all by herself. In the book she will be applying health practices such as brushing her hair, brushing her teeth and washing her 
hands. Our students will be able to recognize various health habits and what resources they would need to apply them in their own daily 
routines. We will have plenty of opportunities to apply appropriate healthy habits and practices.  Then later in the month we will extend 
our concepts to include what people need to survive. We will follow the character Colin as he goes on a hike and we will earn how he 
uses his body on his hike. We will learn the function of various body parts and recognize and point to our own body parts as we read 
the story.  Finally, we will work on categorizing food. Recognizing and making healthy food choices is an important skill that helps 
people live and stay healthy. We will sort healthy and unhealthy food. We will discuss which food groups particular food belong to which 
will further teach students to select food items that will create a balanced meal when they prepare food in the future. 
 

 
ACCII:  Throughout this unit, students will explore how healthy and unhealthy choices affect their bodies. Students learn what it 

means to be fit, write about what they do for exercise, and make healthy recipes. Students will learn how to track their fitness as well. 
For Phonics, we will be working on learning consonant sounds x, v, y, z, j, q, and the blend bl. We will also be learning vowel sounds e 
and u. In math, we will be comparing number sets, adding, subtracting, measuring, and graphing. 

 
 

Kindergarten – Happy New Year!  As we return from the winter break, we will be taking some time to review rules and 

routines in our Kindergarten classes. Don’t forget our field trip to Port Discovery is on Wednesday, January 17th. Please have your child 
bring their lunch on this day! We will continue to review sight words, blending and work on reading strategies in groups. In math, we will 
explore non-standard measurement and continue to discuss attributes.  Please dress your child appropriately for we will continue to go 
outside if the weather permits.  Please update your child’s extra set of clothes kept at school to reflect the change in temperature.  Have 
fun reading with or to your child every day! 
 
 

First- Happy New Year! We hope you enjoyed spending time with friends and family over winter break. Now is a great time to 

replenish your child’s school supplies, such as crayons, glue sticks, and pencils.   In Math, we will continue to work on strategies for 
adding and subtracting to 20. Please spend some time practicing math facts with your child.  We look forward to an upcoming Social 
Studies project called Journeys. The students will gather facts about a chosen country and prepare to share new information they’ve 
learned about it with their classmates. Parents will also be invited in for the presentations.  Look for information to come home near the 
beginning of January. 
Since the weather is not always very predictable you may want to consider sending a light sweatshirt/sweater for your child to keep in 
his/her locker. Some days, especially after weekends or days off, the rooms can be a little cool. Thanks as always for your support! 

 
Second – The Second Grade Team would like to wish you and your families a Happy New Year! We will be trying to get back 

into our regular schedules. We do realize that the month of January can be a little challenging with the two early dismissal days, that will 
occur the last week of January, followed by a day off for the students, and of course, the possibility of snow!
In mathematics this month, students will wrap up their work on place value to the hundreds place by comparing 3 digit numbers, as well 
as adding and subtracting using 100’s and 10’s. This will be followed by our topic on money, which includes identifying the names and 

values of the coins. We will count same and mixed values of coins and learn to show the same amounts in various ways. Lastly, we will 

be learning how to pay for items and receive change. Money can be a tricky subject, so please allow your children the opportunity to 
handle, sort and count coins at home. 
Our first Skills Assessment for Language Arts will be on January 30th.  We will be reviewing and reinforcing understanding of the 
standards in reading such as, how a character responds to a challenge, point of view and identifying text features found in non-fiction 
books!  Thank you for your continued support and happy winter!
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Third - In Language Arts, students will be practicing comprehension skills such as author’s purpose, point of view, main idea and 

details and making inferences.  Our math will cover multiplication, division.  Please keep practicing multiplication facts with your child 
each day to help them become fluent in their basic facts.  We will also focus on solving problems involving liters, grams and kilograms.  
In Social Studies, students are continuing their study of communities and culture. In Science, students will learn about the life cycle of 
living things. 
 

Fourth – Happy New Year! Please make sure your child has all their needed supplies, including pencils, dry erase markers, 

spiral notebooks, and folders. In Language Arts, our focus is reading non-fiction stories to analyze text structure and identify main idea 
and supporting details. We will be writing informative essays to express what we've learned about a topic and integrating information on 
a single topic from multiple texts. In Math, we will be revisiting division and working with area and perimeter. Please continue to practice 
multiplication facts nightly with your child.  In Science class, we will be learning about erosion and how our actions can impact the 
Chesapeake Bay. In Social Studies, the students are continuing their exploration of Maryland history with a focus on colonial Maryland 
and the American Revolution. Now that the weather is getting colder, all students need to dress warmly for outdoor recess. Welcome 
back! 
 

Fifth – We hope everyone enjoyed the winter break.  In Language Arts, students will use literary and informational texts to solve 

conflict by thinking critically.  Students will read multiple texts that will enable them to compare and contrast stories within the same 
genre.  In Math, we will continue to work on operations with fractions.  In Science we will be beginning our study of the water cycle and 
food webs. In Social Studies, we will be moving into a study of the Revolutionary War.  Fifth graders will be taking Social Studies, Math, 
and Language Arts District Assessments in January.  Thanks for all of your support.       
 

Art - Fifth grade artists will learn about a variety of artists and within groups they will create their own rap and perform it for their 

classmates. They will also draw a still life of 3D sculptures.  
Fourth grade will create a Calder inspired work of art using a color scheme of their choice. 
Third grade will create a collaborative collage inspired by a variety of modern artists.  
 Second grade will be inspired by the Lorax and make a flip book showing how a seed becomes a tree. 
First grade will create an artwork of the Earth with a variety of kids from around the world holding hands. 
Kindergarten artists will listen to the story Tar Beach, and inspired by Faith Ringgold, they will draw a picture of themselves flying over 

a place of their choice. They will make the border look like a quilt. 

 

Media - Happy New Year! January is National Book Month, Maryland Reading Month and National Reading Day (January 23rd)! 

We are kicking off the #AACPSReadWithMe Challenge this month. It will run from January 2nd until February 2nd. Students will be 
encouraged to participate in the “At-Home” and the “In-School” Bingo. Please participate! Students will learn about this challenge during 
their media time the first week back from break. We will be working on the “In-School” Bingo during our media classes. 
 

Physical Education - We will be starting off the New Year with a variety of different skills. The 4th and 5th graders 

will be participating in a basketball skills unit. 2nd and 3rd grades will be working with hula-hoops as the 1st and kindergartners will be 
playing with parachutes. 
 

Music- Mr. Bosch and Mr. Fisher congratulate their students for their wonderful winter concert performances.  They would also 

like to thank all of the parents and friends who came out to hear them.  Finally, they would like to thank everyone who thought of them 
during the holiday season and brought them gifts.  They both really appreciate everyone's thoughtfulness and generosity. 
 General music students will begin looking at melodic movement as well as note recognition.  2nd, 4th, and 5th grade students will be 
attending a special performance of the BSO and the chorus will be attending a performance by the Annapolis Opera. 
Instrumental and Choral students are beginning to prepare for their Spring concerts.  Please note the dates below so you are able to 
attend.  Mr. Bosch and Mr. Fisher look forward to seeing as many of you at the student concerts who can attend.  Mark your calendar! 
      
Band/Strings Concerts:   
 

          Friday, May 11, 2018 -   Band and Strings Concert at 2:00 p.m.  
                                                 Strings Concert - 7:00 p.m. 
          Friday, May 18, 2018 -   Band Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
                                                       
Chorus Concert:  Tuesday, May 8, 2018 at 2:00 and 7:00 p.m. 

 
Concert Dress:  Dress white shirt, dress black pants, black shoes; girls may wear a solid black skirt or a solid black dress.
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Counselor’s Corner 

Congratulations to the following students for earning Student of the 
Month by showing Encouragement throughout the school.   

Kindergarten 
Mrs. Anderson – Cienna C. 
Ms. Corso – Eunice L. 
Ms. Schiller – Hailey C.E. 
Ms. Smith – Lexi L. 
Mrs. Sweitzer – Samuel B. 
First Grade 
Mr. Birus – Zoe E. 
Mrs. Clark – Noah H. 
Mrs. Quarantillo – Allyson M. 
Mrs. Webb – Madison O. 
Second Grade 
Mrs. Brown – Abigail V. 
Ms. Johnston – Jacob K. 
Mrs. Pinckney – Christian Y. 
Ms. Tran – Jacob P. 
Mrs. Ward – Angel M. 
Third Grade 
Ms. Choo – Dylan S.   
Ms. Downie – Chanel S. 
Ms. Heisman – Finnegan B. 
Ms. Ryan – Jaylah J. 
Mrs. Zak – Lilly S. 

Fourth Grade 
Mrs. Carrigan – Meah M. 
Ms. Moquin – Emanuel H.  
Ms. Stepien –  Zachary B. 
Mrs. Sym – Chloe J. 
Fifth Grade 
Mrs. Bell – Alexander C. 
Mrs. Frangioni – Adam C. 
Ms. Kent – Ayanna S. 
Mrs. Potts – Kamal P. 
ACC 
Mrs. Mitchell – Molly V. 
Ms. Hallinin – Grace C. 
 
Art   (Mrs. Howard) – Caleb N. 
Art   (Ms. Orante) - Peyton E. 
Media (Ms. Barnes) - Joseph B. 
Media (Mrs. Fox) – Immanuel D. 
Instrumental Music   (Mr. Bosch) - Addison H. 
Music   (Mr. Fisher) - Dean G. 
Music   (Mr. Loach) - Benjamin R. 
P.E.   (Mr. Kiehle)  - Ryan W. 
P.E.   (Ms. German)  - Quincy P. 
 

 Congratulations to the following “Class of the Month” who showed 

encouragement throughout the school as an entire class. 

This month we are focusing on problem solving.  Lessons, activities and discussion will utilize problem solving strategies like:  

Stop, Think, Do – 3 steps to take to solve a problem 
Tucker the Turtle – for younger grades to calm down before reacting 
Little or Big Deal – determining if students should try to solve the problem or get adult help 
 
We encourage our students to try to solve little deals using “I Messages” to communicate feelings and multiple solutions like sharing, 
taking turns, ignoring, and walking away. Please encourage your students to demonstrate problem solving behavior at home and at 
school.  
 
Here are some resources you may find helpful: 
Books: 

Ladybug Girl and Bumblebee Boy by David Samon and Jacky Davis 
Prudy's Problem and How She Solved It by Carey Armstrong-Ellis  
Websites: 

https://www.verywell.com/teach-kids-problem-solving-skills-1095015  
https://www.noodle.com/articles/teaching-problem-solving-skills-to-your-young-kids 



 

 

 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

Monday, January 1  Winter Break - Schools offices closed  

 

Tuesday, January 2  School Reopens 
    January Newsletter available online 
 

Friday, January 5  PTA Movie Night 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m 

 

Monday, January 8  PTA Meeting  Cafeteria 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, January 10  Chik Fil A Spirit Night Quarterfield location 

 

Monday, January 15  Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday – Schools and offices closed 

 

Wednesday, January 17 Kindergarten Field Trip to Port Discovery 

 

Thursday, January 18  Fifth Grade Band Field Trip to Old Mill High School 

 

Wednesday, January 24   Annapolis Opera Field Trip - Fourth & Fifth Grade Chorus - ACCI & ACCII 
      Chipolte Waugh Chapel PTA Fundraiser 5:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m 
 
Monday, January 29 -    End of 2nd Marking Period 
Tuesday, January 30    Two-Hour Early Dismissal - 1:20 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, January 31   Schools Closed For Students - Teacher Workday 

 

Wednesday, February 7   Two-Hour Early Dismissal 1:20 p.m  
      Professional Development 
 
Thursday, February 8   Report Card Distribution – BSO Music Field Trip Fourth & Fith Grades 

 

 

 





 


