
1 
 

RICHARD HENRY LEE ELEMENTARY 
SOARING  TO  EXCELLENCE:  TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 3,  2019 

  

  

September 

2    Labor Day; All 

Schools and 

Central Offices 

Closed 

3 Schools open for 

grades 1-5 

9      Back to School 

Night 6:00 p.m. 

27 Fall Picture Day 

30   Rosh Hashanah; 

All Schools and 

Central Offices 

Closed 

  

 October 

7 Interims sent home 

8 Professional 

Development- 2hr 

Early Dismissal for 

all students 

9 Yom Kippur- 

Schools and 

Central Offices 

Closed 

15 Parent/Teacher 

Conferences- 

Schools Closed for 

Students 

16 Parent/Teacher 

Conferences- 

Schools Closed for 

Students 

  

Mission: Richard Henry Lee provides a safe and challenging environment in which all children can learn.  We strive to have 

our school community actively involved in empowering students to become lifelong learners and productive members of 

society. 
Vision: We have a safe and open environment for learning that encourages risk-taking among all students and staff.  We 

provide a rigorous environment that fosters diversity while encouraging students to be critical thinkers, communicators and 

problem solvers.  We collaborate to learn from each other and to strengthen relationships  

between families and school.  We are all engaged in learning, staff and students alike, finding joy in its constant pursuit. 

 

From the Principal:  Welcome back! We hope that you and your family had a 
wonderful summer break and your children are excited to return to school ready to 
learn! Secretaries and custodians have been hard at work all summer to make sure 
students return to an organized, clean building. 
Our school family welcomed the following new staff members to our building this 
year:  
 
Caitlin Dudginski (Kindergarten @ Oakwood)  Danielle Anderson (1st grade) 
Cesia Flores (1st grade)     Katie Barnosky (2nd grade) 
Emily Lemanski (4th grade)    Olivia Devine (4th grade) 
Tracy Kent (5th grade)     Catherine Gates (Strings) 
Richard VonHagen (School Psychologist)   Dan Keyser (social worker) 
Autumn Leidy (School nurse)            Kathryn Trim (special education) 
 
We also welcome back Anya Andrews (ESOL teacher) part time. 
  

Teachers have worked hard all summer planning for increasing student 
attendance and positive attitudes toward school. A new approach to student 
ownership and accountability will be revealed the first week of school.  WhICH HOUSE 
will you be in? Get ready to hear this question from your student! Richard Henry Lee 
staff have all been sorted and are ready to welcome student and family members of 
their HOUSE! 

 Stay tuned for more information about construction on the new building is 
on schedule! We will keep families updated on the progress throughout the year. 
Don’t be surprised if you see myself or Mrs. Curley in a hard hat at work!  
We hope you are able to join us for back to school night on September 9th at 6:00 PM. 

 This is a good night to join our PTA and sign up to volunteer in our school. 
Parent support is crucial, and we value all parents as part of our community. We 
appreciate the time you spend getting your students ready for school and your 
continued partnership in the commitment to meeting the needs of all students. Keep 
in mind that this year’s school calendar includes two parent teacher conference 
dates: October 15th & 16th.  Thank you in advance for all that you will do this year to 
support your child’s education. Please know that we appreciate you and are looking 
forward to an awesome school year.                                                

                                  Sincerely, 

                    Lisa Koennel 
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School Counselor’s Corner 

Back to School Program 
Through the generosity of community organizations, our Back to School Program 
was able to provide 68 backpacks filled to the brim with supplies to help students 
in need succeed this school year! 
 

Introducing:  Ron Clark’s House System 

Sharing Circles 
RHLee will continue to work with students to build 
community and cohesiveness within our classrooms and 
school-wide this year with the use of our “Sharing 
Circles”.  Teachers will be facilitating sharing circles in 
each classroom.  These circles will provide students with 
the opportunity to learn more about their classmates 
and teachers throughout the school year.  We’re excited 
about how sharing circles are helping to foster a positive 
school culture here at RHLee!  
 

Hello Families!  My name is Mrs. Horn.  I am the School Counselor at Richard Henry Lee 
Elementary School.  I am extremely excited about the new school year!  I will be meeting with 
your child’s class throughout the year, providing classroom guidance lessons on varying topics, 
including: 
 

o Personal Space o Friendship 
o Bullying o Problem-Solving 
o Growth Mindset o Academic Planning (4th and 5th grade students) 
o Teamwork o Safety 

 
In addition to classroom guidance lessons, I also am available to meet with children 
individually and in groups, as needed, to discuss any academic or personal/social issues that 
might arise throughout the school year.  I am a resource for the students, but for parents as 
well, so please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.  I look forward to 
working with you and your student at Richard Henry Lee Elementary School! 
 

 

Please feel free to contact me with 

any questions or concerns 

throughout the school year at:  

(410) 222-6435 or dhorn@aacps.org 

 

 This year, RHLee is introducing an exciting new way to engage students and build communities among 

our staff and students.  Each student, in first through fifth grades, will be sorted into one of four 

“Houses”:  

• Reveur- The House of Dreamers- Blue House (French Word) 

• Amistad- The House of Friendship- Red House (Spanish Word) 

• Isibindi- The House of Courage- Green House (Zulu, South African Word) 

• Altruismo- The House of Givers- Black House (Portuguese Word) 
Students will earn “House Points” throughout the school year which will encourage friendly competition 

among the “Houses”, as well as mentor/friendship opportunities for older students and younger students 

within the “Houses”.  “House” celebrations will occur quarterly.   

 

We are SO excited about this new initiative!  Students are going to work hard and play hard this year at 

RHLee!!!     

mailto:dhorn@aacps.org
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FEDERAL IMPACT SURVEY  
On Tuesday, October 1, 2019, your child will bring home a Federal Impact Aid Survey form.  Please assist us by filling out 
the information requested on the form and return it to Richard Henry Lee ES.  The U.S. Department of Education allows 
a multiple child form. AACPS has designed a form that will allow two children’s names for your convenience.  Should you 
have more than two children, please utilize a second form that you can either obtain from the school or download from the 
AACPS website at www.aacps.org. Also, please note that the complete address of the Parent/Guardian’s Employer if they 
work on Federal Property, the complete address of the Federal Property on which they work, and each survey form must 
be signed and dated by the Parent/Guardian.  The Federal Impact Aid Survey form for 2019-2020 will be available to 
download on October 1, 2019.  We will also be using our Connect-Ed Automated Telephone Notification System to remind 
everyone about the significance of completing and returning this survey.  The school system receives approximately $2 
million in funding from the Federal government in support of our children after the forms are processed.   

 
 
ATTENDANCE 

 Regular attendance is important for school success.  Legal absences include illness, death in the family, observance of a 

religious holiday, state emergencies and court summons.  

Notes to excuse Absence or Tardy are required.  

• Days Absent- A student is counted present for a 1/2 day if in attendance for at least 2 hours.  A student in 

attendance for more than 1/2 the school day is counted for a full day. 

• Tardy-  A student is tardy if arriving after the school day has begun but before the school day is one-half completed.  

If the student arrives at half day or later than one-half day, the student is absent one-half day. 

• Early Dismissal - A student is considered to be an early dismissal if the student is dismissed for less than one-

half of the school day.  If the student is dismissed for one-half or more of the school day, the student is absent one-

half day. 

• For each absence, a note stating the reason for the absence must be written by the parent/guardian and sent to 

the child’s teacher upon returning to school.  AN ABSENCE OF 5 OR MORE DAYS REQUIRES A DOCTOR’S 

NOTE UPON RETURN TO SCHOOL.  When these procedures are not followed, the absence code is assumed to 

be unlawful. 

• Attendance is part of the criteria monitored by the Maryland State Department of Education for each school’s 

performance report card.  Excessive absences are reported to the Pupil Personnel Worker for investigation.  

Excessive absences are defined as more than 12 days absent each school year or 3 days each marking 

period. 

 

 

CONNECT ED MESSAGES  
We use the Connect Ed system to communicate with parents about important events throughout the year.  

Most of our messages are sent via email.  Please make sure that the office has at least two email addresses on 

file so that you don’t miss out on being informed.  

 

DELAYED OPENINGS  
When there is a two-hour delayed opening, children should arrive at school by 10:30 a.m.  If your child rides 

the bus, the route will begin two hours later than the normally scheduled times.  

 

 

 



4 
 

2019-20 Richard Henry Lee Arrival & Dismissal Procedures 

Arrival begins at 8:30 am. We ask that students arrive at 8:30 a.m. and not before that time. Instruction will 

begin at 9:00 a.m. Any student that arrives after 9:00 a.m. is considered tardy. 

Dismissal begins at 3:25 p.m. We strongly encourage for all students to arrive to school on the first day using 

the transportation method that they will use for the school year.  If your child will be a bus rider, please have 

him/her ride the bus on the first day so he/she can quickly learn the proper arrival and dismissal procedures.   

Please see the map below for further reference.  

 

For the safety of everyone, car riders must cross at designated walkways.  Please exercise patience during dismissal so 

that all students may exit school in a safe and orderly manner.  Students will have to cross without the aid of a crossing 

guard, so please do not double park and watch for students crossing.  

Please do not leave your car unattended in the bus lane or a restricted parking area during arrival and dismissal as it 

prohibits the buses from entering/exiting safely. Please see the following page for the car rider identification sign. 

 

EARLY DISMISSALS (Scheduled and Unscheduled) 

 When children are dismissed on or two hours early, it is important for them to know what they are to do.  Please tell 

your child where s/he is to go if you will not be home (neighbor’s house, etc.).  You should also practice this plan with 

your child, as it will ensure their safety when s/he returns home earlier than usual.  

You may call 410-222-5000 regarding school closings or log onto www.aacps.org or register at www.schoolsout.com for 

instant email on school closings. 
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NEWSLETTER 
 Our school newsletter is distributed to parents on the first weekday of each month via email.  A calendar of events and 
other important information is included.  Please visit our school webpage for additional information at: 
http://aacps.org/rhles/index.asp 
 

CAMERAS 
Richard Henry Lee Elementary School is equipped with a video camera system. It covers selected interior and 
exterior public portions of the building and grounds. It is NOT monitored constantly, but it is monitored 
during emergency situations. During certain events, when the safety or security of students may be in 
question, authorized personnel from local, state, or federal police or fire emergency units may be given 
access to view images projected on the camera system. If you have any questions about the system, you 
should call the Supervisor of School Security at 410-222-5083. 
 

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL ITEMS AT SCHOOL  
Students are to keep non-instructional belongings at home.  Examples of these items include:  Toys, games, electronics 
and extra money.  These items could be lost, stolen or damaged during school hours.  Non-instructional items may be 
taken away from students.  Students may bring basketballs, soccer balls or jump ropes to play with during recess.  
Richard Henry Lee is unable to assume responsibility for any lost items or money. 

 

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS  
It is essential that the school health staff be notified of current phone numbers for health or injury emergencies.  Please 
be sure to notify the school throughout the year if your phone number changes.  On the first day of school, you will 
receive an Emergency Verification card that has names, phone numbers and addresses that are currently on file. It is 
critical that this form is updated and sent back to the school as soon as possible. You may also send a note with your 
child or call the school office at (410) 222-6435.  These changes will be noted.  
 
 

FIELD TRIPS  
Field trips are planned by the teachers as part of the instructional program.  Notices are sent home in advance 
outlining the details and cost of the trip.  All reservations are made in advance, so we are obligated to pay for 
our reservations.  We are not able to refund money should your child miss the trip.  Parents are often asked to 
help supervise/chaperone field trips and are asked not to bring other children with them.  Children are not 
denied a field trip experience because they cannot afford the price of the trip.  Please call the school office if 
you need help or have any concerns regarding a field trip. 
 
 
 

 

http://aacps.org/rhles/index.asp
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BREAKFAST TIMES  
Breakfast is held in the classrooms daily for all students starting at 8:30 a.m.  There is no cost for students. On late 

arrival and early dismissal days breakfast will not be served but will be offered to students upon request. 

LUNCH PRICES  
   Regular  Reduced 
Breakfast  No cost    No cost    
Lunch  $2.75     $0.40 

 

FORGOTTEN LUNCHES  
The school office will attempt to call a parent for lunch money if the student comes to the office before the 
morning announcements.  Parents are strongly encouraged to prepay lunches via a check or through 
MyPaymentsPlus. 
 

CELEBRATION POLICY 
Food items are not allowed to be brought into the school. This includes cupcakes and any other special food 

treats. If parents would like to give all students in their child’s classroom a special treat, it is recommended that 

the treat be something small. Students can always use a fresh pencil, eraser or bookmark. 

All students are required to enter their six-digit student identification number to purchase school meals 
and/or a la carte items.  This is required for cash sales as well. 
 
This is the same number you use for:                               

• School Lunch     

• School Breakfast                                                                     

• School Technology    

• School Testing    

• Media Center  

                                                                                                        

 
 
If you would like to sign up for MyPaymentsPlus, you can do so by visiting www.aacps.org and clicking on 
the School Meals icon in the top right corner.

                                                       
 

http://www.aacps.org/


7 
 

Nurse’s Notes       

School Health Staff— Our Nurse Autumn Leidy is available most days per week and is the person who has the most 
direct contact with your child when there is an illness or injury at school.  Our Health Assistant Tammy Hupfl is trained in 
First Aid and CPR.  
 If your child has a medical condition that may affect their time at school, please contact the school nurse to discuss the 
student’s condition.  
 
The State of Maryland Immunization Regulation requires students enrolled in school to show proof of immunizations.  
PLEASE NOTE—If the school has not received proof of immunizations by the beginning of the school year, YOUR CHILD 
WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ENTER SCHOOL.  
  
Students entering kindergarten should present proof of lead poisoning testing.  Foreign-born students and those 
students who have lived out of the U.S.A. for a year or more must present proof of current PPD testing.  (See School 
Nurse for any questions.) 
 
We want your child to be healthy and successful at school.  The following tips will help keep your child in class and 
learning to their full potential. 
 

• Keep an extra set of clothes (especially bottoms) in a bag in their locker.  The bathrooms are further away this 
year.  Accidents can happen at any age.  Keeping extra clothes in their locker will allow them to quickly change 
and get back to learning.  The health room does not supply clothes.  

• If your child has a fever of 100° (or higher) keep them home.  Over the counter medicine may bring the 
temperature down but won’t stop the germs from spreading to other students.  

• If your child gets sent home from the health room with a temperature of 100° they must be fever free for 24 
hours without the help of medicine before returning to school.   

• If your child has red, draining eyes, diarrhea or an unusual rash, keep them home.  They may need to see a 
doctor for further evaluation.  

• Any medication (prescription, inhalers, over-the-counter) that your child needs at school must be  

• accompanied with a doctor’s order. An adult must deliver the medicine to the health room. Prescription 
medication must be in a pharmacy-labeled container with the student’s name.  Non-prescription medications 
must be in a new SEALED package. 

• Keep your child’s immunizations up to date.  If you need assistance getting vaccines call the school nurse, Sue 
Wingard RN at 410-222-6435. 

• Make sure that your child gets a good night’s sleep.  Turn off all screens (TV, phone, video games) at least one 
hour before bed time.  

• Send your child to school with a snack.   
 

If you have questions or would like to share pertinent health information with the school nurse call Richard Henry Lee 
Elementary School at 410-222-6435.  Ask for the school nurse, Autumn Leidy RN or Tammy Hupfl CNA.  
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Welcome back students!  We are so excited for the 2019-2020 school year.  We have 

many fun learning, centered around reading and writing this year.  Please remember to 

turn in  your summer reading challenge to your classroom teacher.  Remember to put 

your name and current teacher when you turn it in.  Information will be sent home in a 

few weeks about a summer reading celebration.  Let’s make this year the BEST 

reading and writing year at Richard Henry Lee! 
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Richard Henry Lee Elementary School   

Title I Quick Facts 

 

Richard Henry Lee Elementary is a Targeted Title I school.   

What does that mean? 

• Our school receives federal funding to support our students based on the percentage of 

students who qualify for the free lunch program. 

• Students are identified for Title I support based on academic need. 

• Multiple data points are used to identify students who will receive Title I services. 

• Title I funds are used to support student achievement, provide teacher professional 

development, and provide opportunities for parents to grow as partners in education. 

• Title I personnel providing math and literacy instruction to targeted Title I students at 

our school are: 

o Tina DeVleeschouwer – Title I Math Teacher 

o Brandi Miller – Title I Literacy Teacher 

o Jaime Drenning – Title I Literacy Teacher 

o Kaitlyn Helwich – Title I Instructional Assistant 

• If your child will be receiving Title I support this school year you will notified in October.   
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OUR MISSION:  To make every child’s potential a reality by engaging 

and empowering families and communities to advocate for all children. 

We value collaboration, commitment, diversity, respect and 

accountability.  
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD:  Missy Phillips President, Jamie Causey Vice 

President, Rob Nicholas Treasurer, Jenn Mitchell Secretary, Tanisha Poole 

Membership 

NEXT PTA MEETING: 
Tuesday, September 10th, 2019 

 
Welcome Back! 

The PTA has already started planning 
a great 2019-2020 school year full of 

events to bring our school community 
together, support our teachers and 

raise necessary funds to help us meet 
our budget goals. 

 
 
 

Box Tops 
There are BIG changes to the Box Top 
program, please review the attached 
flyer to see how you can continue to 

support our school through this 
generous program.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World’s Finest Chocolate 
World’s Finest Chocolate will kick off 

at Back to School Night and run 
through September26th.   Additional 
information and details will be sent 

home regarding this fundraiser. 

 

 

PTA Meeting 
Our first meeting will be held on 

Tuesday, September 10th at 6pm.  
We hope you will join us to hear 

about and learn how you can help 
with all the things we have planned 

for the year. 

 

 

 

Spirit Night 
Our first spirit night dinner out is 

scheduled for September 16th from 
4pm – 10pm at Texas Roadhouse.  We 

hope you’ll consider joining us for a 
yummy dinner!  Proceeds will be used 

to purchase new playground 
equipment for all grade levels. 

 

Contact 
Email: RHLEEPTA@gmail.com 

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/rhleepta 

 

 

 

 

 

WE DID IT! 
NEW SCHOOL! 

2020 

mailto:RHLEEPTA@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/rhleepta
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