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Dear Millersville Families, 

Just like that it is December already. We are heading toward a winter break and 

the start of a brand-new calendar year! 

Speaking of the calendar… Our winter concert is also coming up quickly. The 

holiday concert is scheduled for Thursday, December 20th at 6:00 PM. Join us 

to hear all our musicians and performers. We hope to see you there! 

Please note our winter break begins at the end of the school day on Dec. 21, 

2018. Our students have off from Dec. 22, 2018 through Jan 1, 2019. Students 

return to school on Jan.2, 2019. 

Winter has arrived and so has colder temperatures. Please check that your child 

is dressed appropriately for the temperature. They really do need to wear a 

jacket/coat when the temperatures are cold and remember that our area often 

has a wind chill factor on top of it. As long as it is not precipitating, our students 

go outside for recess to allow time for movement and socialization. If you have 

a need for a coat for your child, please let someone at the school know. 

If there are any changes to your contact information, please make sure to 

inform the main office at Millersville Elementary. We need to have up to date 

information in case of emergencies and to assure that school information 

makes it home to you. 

All of us at MES wish all of you a safe and joy filled winter break. Stay safe and 

warm and we will see you in the new year. 

Respectfully, 

Linda Toth, principal 

• Vision Statement of Millersville Elementary School  

“Millersville Elementary School is an inclusive community where all students are 
empowered to reach their greatest potential, take risks, and have fun in  a safe and 
engaging environment." 

 

 

 

 

Our School Wide 

Motto 

“Tell me and I forget. 

Teach me and I 

remember. Involve 

me and I learn.” 

Linda Toth, Principal 
ltoth@aacps.org 

 

Amy Worrall, Assistant Principal 
aworrall@aacps.org 

 

Office 410-222-3800 

Anne Arundel Website 
www.aacps.org 

 

  

mailto:ltoth@aacps.org
mailto:aworrall@aacps.org
http://www.aacps.org/
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Information 

Over Winter Break 
Over the winter break take a few moments to read with 
your child, or play a math facts game. 
Some ideas to practice math facts: 
1. Play with dice. Really. Toss the flash cards and practice 
adding, subtracting, 
multiplying, and dividing using the numbers you roll on 
dice. 
2. Flashlight math. Use the flashcards and flip two cards 
at a time. Kids shine a 
flashlight on the one they know and answer that one. 
Simple. Don’t have a flashlight? Make a 
math wand. Bumblebee wand, perhaps? Use a stick or a 
light saber. Anything that works for 
your kid. 
3. Use electronics. We love My Math Flash Cards App on 
the iPad and Math Practice 
Flashcards on my android phone. There are a gazillion 
flash card apps out there. I’m sure any 
would do the trick, and if you have five minutes and your 
kid says, ‘Can I play a game on your 

phoooooone?’ Say ‘Why yes you may! I’m so very 

glad you asked. . . ‘ A great free website is: 

https://www.ixl.com/promo?partner=bing&adGrou

p=middle+school+math+activities&campaign=1672

&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_camp

aign=Search%20-%20Grade%20Levels%20-%20Math

%20-%20Broad%20-%20US&utm_term=middle%20s

chool%20math%20activities&utm_content=middle

%20school%20math%20activities 

4. Write the answer. Or paint the answer. Water on 
cement or chalk on sidewalk or 
window crayon on window. One person flashes the 
cards and the other guy writes. 
5. Math Match. On a set of index cards – write a math 
fact, and on another the answer. 
One card can be 7 + 3, and on another write 10. During 
the game these are shuffled together 
and laid out in a grid pattern. Students flip two cards 
over and try to make a match for the fact 
and answer. 
The greatest gift we give our children is our time and 
attention. “There is no app that replaces 
your lap!” 

 

 

STORE EXTRA CLOTHES IN 
LOCKER 

 
Just a reminder: The Health Room does 
not supply clothes to students.  Waiting 

while a parent is located results in 
discomfort, embarrassment and lost 

class time for your child.  This can easily 
be avoided by keeping a change of 
clothing in his or her backpack or 

locker.  Accidents are not just for the 
younger children and are not just 

bathroom related.  Anyone can slip in 
the mud, spill milk, vomit, rip pants, etc. 

Victoria Guenther, RN  
School Health Nurse 

 

https://www.ixl.com/promo?partner=bing&adGroup=middle+school+math+activities&campaign=1672&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Search%20-%20Grade%20Levels%20-%20Math%20-%20Broad%20-%20US&utm_term=middle%20school%20math%20activities&utm_content=middle%20school%20math%20activities
https://www.ixl.com/promo?partner=bing&adGroup=middle+school+math+activities&campaign=1672&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Search%20-%20Grade%20Levels%20-%20Math%20-%20Broad%20-%20US&utm_term=middle%20school%20math%20activities&utm_content=middle%20school%20math%20activities
https://www.ixl.com/promo?partner=bing&adGroup=middle+school+math+activities&campaign=1672&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Search%20-%20Grade%20Levels%20-%20Math%20-%20Broad%20-%20US&utm_term=middle%20school%20math%20activities&utm_content=middle%20school%20math%20activities
https://www.ixl.com/promo?partner=bing&adGroup=middle+school+math+activities&campaign=1672&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Search%20-%20Grade%20Levels%20-%20Math%20-%20Broad%20-%20US&utm_term=middle%20school%20math%20activities&utm_content=middle%20school%20math%20activities
https://www.ixl.com/promo?partner=bing&adGroup=middle+school+math+activities&campaign=1672&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Search%20-%20Grade%20Levels%20-%20Math%20-%20Broad%20-%20US&utm_term=middle%20school%20math%20activities&utm_content=middle%20school%20math%20activities
https://www.ixl.com/promo?partner=bing&adGroup=middle+school+math+activities&campaign=1672&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Search%20-%20Grade%20Levels%20-%20Math%20-%20Broad%20-%20US&utm_term=middle%20school%20math%20activities&utm_content=middle%20school%20math%20activities
https://www.ixl.com/promo?partner=bing&adGroup=middle+school+math+activities&campaign=1672&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Search%20-%20Grade%20Levels%20-%20Math%20-%20Broad%20-%20US&utm_term=middle%20school%20math%20activities&utm_content=middle%20school%20math%20activities
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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

This year MES will be partnering with The 

Sharing foundation of Anne Arundel County.   

The Sharing Foundation is a Nonprofit 501(c)(3) 

Organization whose purpose is to assist the 

working needy and special situation families in 

Anne Arundel County. These are working 

families, so they do not qualify for government 

assistance. Despite their best efforts, many of 

these families are barely able to supply the 

basics for their children. Money is often hard to 

come by for the extras, such as children’s 

books, school supplies, nice presents to open on 

Christmas morning, and other small things that 

most of us take for granted. With your 

assistance we can provide some of these extra 

items for these families that are trying so hard 

to help themselves. 

     MES will be hosting a collection bin from 

November 13-December 7.  The bin will be 

placed in the front foyer for easy drop-off of 

items.  The foundation has requested donations 

of games, balls, craft items, science kits or 

board games.   

     Thank you for your support. 

~ Pam Hudgins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Children are made readers on the 

laps of their parents.” 

-Emilie Buchwald 

Questions to Ask After Reading:  

Grades 2-5 

Fiction 

 
• Summarize the important events in the 

book. 

• What is the genre of the book?  How do 
you know? 

• How do you think the character feels at 
the beginning of the story?  At the end of 
the story?  What causes the characters 
feelings to change?  Have you ever felt 
like the character? 

• What lesson does the character learn?  
How does this lesson make you think 
about what you do in your own life? 

• What was the problem?  Solution?  Have 
you ever had a problem like the 
character? 

• How do the illustrations better help you 
as a reader?   

• Is the title a good one?  Why or why not? 

• Why does the author use figurative 
language (similes, metaphors Etc.)?  Find 
examples 

 
Continued on next page! 

 

 



 pg. 4 

 

Non-Fiction 

 
• Summarize the important 

information in the book. 

• What is the genre of the book?  How 
do you know? 

• How does the author of the book 
want people to change after reading 
this book? 

• How does the writer organize the 
information in the book? 

• How does the writer keep you 
interested in the book? 

• How do the illustrations, graphics or 
diagrams help?   

• Is the title a good one?  Why or why 
not? 

• Why do you think the author wrote 
this book? 

• Why was the character’s life 
important? 

• What are the big ideas or messages 
in the book?  What does that mean 
to you in your own life? 

• Is the title a good one?  Why or why 
not? 

• What is the writer’s point of view 
about the topic? 
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Volunteers! 

We love our volunteers here at 
MES!  Information regarding our volunteer 
program will be coming home shortly!  In 
the meantime, please review the following 
links to make sure you are prepared for all 
volunteer opportunities! 
Please view the Sexual Harassment/Child 
Abuse video (left hand side).  You will need 
to print the verification form and send it in 
to 
school:  http://aacpsschools.org/family/fam
ily/ 
Please carefully read the updated 
information regarding Fingerprint 
Supported Background Checks and 
Commercial Background Checks can be 
found 
here:https://www.aacps.org/Page/1869 
Please contact Mrs. Abell or Mrs. Hudgins 
with any questions! 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates For November 

Dec. 3 PTA Meeting  

Dec. 6 Two-hour early dismissal 

Dec. 13 Fall Picture Retake day 

Dec. 17 Interims 

Dec. 20  Winter Concerts 6:00 – 7:10(ish) PM 

Dec. 22, 2018 - Jan.1, 2019 Winter Break 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture Order Retake Forms on 

pages 10-13!!!!!! 

 

http://aacpsschools.org/family/family/
http://aacpsschools.org/family/family/
https://www.aacps.org/Page/1869
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Just so you can plan…. 

If you plan your vacations early, please check 

out the tentative calendar on the AACPS.org 

website. The link is near the top of the page and 

then look for the 2019-2020 calendar.  

Please remember that your child’s attendance is 

important for their academic success, so please 

try to schedule your vacations during school 

vacations. 

 

In January the school is closed on the 21st in 

honor of Martin Luther King. 

There are also two early dismissal days: 

Jan 29 and 30th so please make the necessary 

arrangements for your child(ren). 

Also students do not have school on the 31st of 

January. 

 

 

The Role of the Parent 

From PBS Parent 

 

Although a parent’s role in their children’s learning 

evolves as kids grow, one thing remains constant: we 

are our children’s learning models. Our attitudes 

about education can inspire theirs and show them 

how to take charge of their own educational journey. 

Be a role model for learning. In the early years, 

parents are their children’s first teachers — exploring 

nature, reading together, cooking together, and 

counting together. When a young child begins formal 

school, the parent’s job is to show him how school can 

extend the learning you began together at home, and 

how exciting and meaningful this learning can be. As 

preschoolers grow into school age kids, parents 

become their children’s learning coaches. Through 

guidance and reminders, parents help their kids 

organize their time and support their desires to learn 

new things in and out of school. 

 

Pay attention to what your child loves. “One of the 

most important things a parent can do is notice her 

child. Is he a talker or is he shy? Find out what 

interests him and help him explore it. Let your child 

show you the way he likes to learn,” recommends 

Dalton Miller-Jones, Ph.D. 

 

Tune into how your child learns. Many children 

use a combination of modalities to study and learn. 

Some learn visually through making and seeing 

pictures, others through tactile experiences, like 

building block towers and working with clay. Still 

others are auditory learners who pay most attention 

to what they hear. And they may not learn the same 

way their siblings (or you) do. By paying attention to 

how your child learns, you may be able to pique his 

interest and explain tough topics by drawing pictures 
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together, creating charts, building models, singing 

songs and even making up rhymes. 

Practice what your child learns at school. Many 

teachers encourage parents to go over what their 

young children are learning in a non-pressured way 

and to practice what they may need extra help with. 

This doesn’t mean drilling them for success, but it 

may mean going over basic counting skills, 

multiplication tables or letter recognition, depending 

on the needs and learning level of your child. “There 

may be times to review, but don’t take on the role of 

drill master,” adds Diane Levin, Ph.D. ” And when 

you do review it should feel as if your child wants to 

be a part of the practice.” 

Set aside time to read together. Read aloud 

regularly, even to older kids. If your child is a 

reluctant reader, reading aloud will expose her to the 

structure and vocabulary of good literature and get 

her interested in reading more. “Reading the first two 

chapters of a book together can help, because these 

are often the toughest in terms of plot,” notes Susan 

Becker, M. Ed. “Also try alternating: you read one 

chapter aloud, she reads another to herself. And let 

kids pick the books they like. Book series are great for 

reluctant readers. It’s OK to read easy, interesting 

books instead of harder novels.” 

 
Connect what your child learns to everyday 
life. Make learning part of your child’s everyday 

experience, especially when it comes out of your 

child’s natural questions. When you cook together, do 

measuring math. When you drive in the car, count 

license plates and talk about the states. When you 

turn on the blender, explore how it works together. 

When your child studies the weather, talk about why 

it was so hot at the beach. Have give-and-take 

conversations, listening to your child’s ideas instead of 

pouring information into their heads. 

 

Connect what your child learns to the world. Find 

age-appropriate ways to help your older child connect 

his school learning to world events. Start by asking 

questions. For example, ask a second-grader if she 

knows about a recent event, and what’s she heard. 

Then ask what she could do to help (such as sending 

supplies to hurricane victims). You might ask a 

younger child if he’s heard about anything the news, 

and find out what he knows. This will help your child 

become a caring learner. 

 

Help your child take charge of his learning. “We 

want to keep children in charge of their learning and 

become responsible for it,” says Dalton Miller-Jones, 

Ph.D. “We want them to be responsible for their 

successes and failures, show them how engaging 

learning is, and that the motivations for learning 

should be the child’s intrinsic interests, not an 

external reward.” 

 

Don’t over-schedule your child. While you may 

want to supplement school with outside activities, be 

judicious about how much you let or urge your child 

to do. Kids need downtime as much as they may need 

to pursue extra-curricular activities. “If a child has 

homework and organized sports and a music lesson 

and is part of a youth group in church or synagogue, it 

can quickly become a joyless race from one thing to 

another. Therefore, monitor your child to see that he 

is truly enjoying what he is doing. If he isn’t, cut 

something off the schedule,” advises Michael 

Thompson, Ph.D. 

 

Keep TV to a minimum. “Watching lots of TV does 

not give children the chance to develop their own 

interests and explore on their own, because it controls 

the agenda,” advises Diane Levin, Ph.D. “However, 

unstructured time with books, toys, crafts and friends 

allows children to learn how to be in charge of their 

agenda, and to develop their own interests, skills, 

solutions and expertise.” 

 

Learn something new yourself. Learning 

something new yourself is a great way to model the 

learning process for your child. Take up a new 

language or craft or read about an unfamiliar topic. 

Show your child what you are learning and how you 

may be struggling. You’ll gain a better understanding 

of what your child is going through and your child 

may learn study skills by watching you study. You 

might even establish a joint study time. 
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Video Games and Children: Playing with 

Violence 

No. 91; June 2015 
 

Playing video games has become a popular 
activity for people of all ages. Video gaming is a 
multibillion-dollar industry bringing in more 
money than movies and DVDs. On average, girls 
spend more than an hour per day playing video 
games and boys spend more than two hours. 
Teens often spend even more time than 
younger children. Video games have become 
very sophisticated and realistic. Some games 
connect to the internet, which can allow 
children and adolescents to play games and 
have discussions with unknown adults and 
peers. 

While some games have educational content, 
many of the most popular games emphasize 
negative themes and promote: 

• The killing of people or animals 
• The use and abuse of drugs and alcohol 
• Criminal behavior, disrespect for 

authority and the law 
• Sexual exploitation and violence toward 

women 
• Racial, sexual, and gender stereotypes 
• Foul language and obscene gestures 

Store-bought video games are evaluated by the 
Electronic Software Ratings Board (ESRB) and 
rated for their appropriateness for children and 
teens. The ratings are featured prominently on 
the game packaging. 

Studies of children exposed to violent media 
have shown that they may become numb to 
violence, imitate the violence, and show more 
aggressive behavior. Younger children and 

those with emotional, behavioral or learning 
problems may be more influenced by violent 
images. 

In moderation, playing age-appropriate games 
can be enjoyable and healthy. Some video 
games may promote learning, problem solving 
and help with the development of fine motor 
skills and coordination. However, there are 
concerns about the effect of video games on 
young people who play videogames excessively. 

Children and adolescents can become overly 
involved with videogames. They may have 
difficulty controlling the amount of time they 
play. They may resist their parents’ attempts to 
limit their time playing video games. Spending 
excessive time playing these games can lead to: 

• Less time socializing with friends and 
family 

• Poor social skills 
• Time away from family time, school 

work, and other hobbies 
• Lower grades 
• Less reading 
• Less exercise and becoming overweight 
• Decreased sleep and poor quality sleep 
• Aggressive thoughts and behaviors 

Tips for Parents  
Parents can help their children enjoy these 
video games appropriately and avoid problems 
by: 

• Avoiding video games in preschool-aged 
children 

• Checking the ESRB ratings to select 
appropriate games—both in content 
and level of development 

• Playing videogames with their children 
to share the experience and discuss the 
game’s content 

• Setting clear rules about game content 
and playing time, both in and outside 
the home 

• Monitoring online interactions and 
warning children about potential 
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dangers of Internet contacts while 
playing games online 

• Allowing video game playing 
only in public areas of the 
home, not in the child’s 
bedroom 

• Remembering that you are a 
role model for your children 
including which video games 
you play and how long you 
play them 

• Enforcing total screen time 
limits 

• Ensuring video games are 
only played after homework 
and chores are done 

• Encouraging participation in 
other activities, particularly 
physical activities 

If you continue to have concerns 
about your child’s gaming habits or 
if your child is having difficulty with 
mood or behavior, ask your child’s 
pediatrician, family physician or 
school counselor to help arrange a 
referral to a trained and qualified 
mental health professional.   

https://www.aacap.org/aacap/famili
es_and_youth/facts_for_families/fff-
guide/Children-and-Video-Games-
Playing-with-Violence-091.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aacap.org/aacap/families_and_youth/facts_for_families/fff-guide/Children-and-Video-Games-Playing-with-Violence-091.aspx
https://www.aacap.org/aacap/families_and_youth/facts_for_families/fff-guide/Children-and-Video-Games-Playing-with-Violence-091.aspx
https://www.aacap.org/aacap/families_and_youth/facts_for_families/fff-guide/Children-and-Video-Games-Playing-with-Violence-091.aspx
https://www.aacap.org/aacap/families_and_youth/facts_for_families/fff-guide/Children-and-Video-Games-Playing-with-Violence-091.aspx
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