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Mayo Elementary School is equipped with a video camera system.  It covers selected interior and exterior public portions of the building and grounds.  It is 

NOT monitored constantly, but it is monitored during emergency situations.  During certain events, when the safety or security of students may be in ques-

tion, authorized personnel from local, state, or federal police or fire emergency units may be given  access to view images projected on the camera system.  If 

you have any questions about the system, you should call the Supervisor of School Security at 410-222-5083. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

      

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Mayo Families,  

  I would like to take this opportunity to introduce 

myself as the acting Principal of Mayo during Mrs. 

Fitzgerald’s absence. 

  I am a retired AACPS Principal and often substitute 

for Principals and Assistant Principals.  Additionally, I 

teach administrative classes through McDaniel College.  

  Having heard such wonderful things about Mayo 

Elementary School and the community that it serves, I 

am excited to be here.  

  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free 

to contact me.  Have a wonderful holiday season. 

 Donna Usewick 

 Acting Principal  

    

 

 

 

   

 

Virtual Holiday Celebration 

Wednesday, December 23rd                                                             

at 9:15 am 

 

 

 

The greatest gift you can give your child is 
time to read. Reading aloud to your child is a 

great way to develop the love of reading.  

 

 

 

 

Please make sure your child is reading on I-
Ready or Literacy Pro for at least 45 minutes 

weekly.   

The Mallard Flyer                    
Mrs. Donna Usewick, Acting Principal 

    December 2020 



2 

 
 
 

 

 

We are excited for students to have the 
opportunity to visit any teacher for Friends 

and Fun Time on Tuesday, December 22 from 
11:05-11:35.  

 
Your child’s teacher will post links to each 
teacher’s Friends and Fun Time. Pop in to 
say hello and chat to as many teachers as 

you want. 

 
 

We can’t wait to see you! 
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On Wednesday, December 23rd at 9:15am Mayo 
Elementary will have a virtual holiday 

celebration.  Please join us by wearing your pajamas 
and watching our virtual program together as a 
family.  There will be artwork on display, musical 

performances, a holiday story, and even a craft for 
you to create! We look forward to celebrating 

together on December 23rd at 9:15am.   
We wish you all a very Happy Holiday 

 

• Friday, December 18th - Ugly Sweater Day 
Wear your tackiest holiday sweater!  

• Monday, December 21st - Festive Hat Day 
Wear a holiday hat or headband! 

• Tuesday, December 22nd - Holiday Colors Day 
Wear the colors of the holiday you celebrate! 

• Wednesday, December 23rd - PJ Day 
Wear your holiday pajamas to school! 
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Our Second Step theme has shifted to empathy. We will work on this theme through January! The 
length of this unit demonstrates how important it is! In our morning announcements we’ll be remind-
ing students to have empathy, identify their own and others’ feelings, notice and respect same and dif-
ferent feelings, and show compassion. Compassion involves saying kind words or doing something 
helpful to show you care how another person feels. When students can identify, understand, and re-
spond in a caring way to how someone else is feeling, it helps create a positive and accepting school 
climate. 
 Second Step lessons specifically teach about empathy. You’ll see Home Links in Google 
Classroom describing why empathy is important and including fun activities to do with your child to 
help him or her identify feelings and practice showing empathy and compassion. We hope you find 
them helpful.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grades 3-5 will have lessons on Substance Abuse Prevention in December 

 

You can preview the lessons on the Anne Arundel County Public Schools website.  Go 
to aacps.org>Students>Find a School Counselor>Elementary Core Curriculum. Click “View All” 
and scroll down to see “Start Talking Maryland” for your child’s grade level, and the “Start 
Talking Maryland FAQ.” If you have questions about these lessons, please reach out to me.  

Third grade:  Recognizing prescription vs. non-prescription drugs – safe use, choices and 
problem-solving, and an introduction to what opioid drugs are.  They will be using a book: Charlie and 
the Curious Club: Candy or Medicine. 

Fourth grade:  Learning about the physical effects of drugs, understanding why substance abuse 
is a problem and what addiction is, and identifying how they can contribute to solving the problem of 
substance abuse on a community level.  They will be working with materials from KidsHealth.com. 

Fifth grade:  Learning and practicing strategies to deal with peer pressure, using refusal skills to 
build confidence to deal with situations when they might be asked to do drugs, recognizing the effects 
opioids can have on the brain.   

These lessons are important because school provides a safe place where children can learn what 
to do in unfamiliar or uncomfortable situations.  Trusted adults provide students with an opportunity to 
practice handling situations related to substance abuse, so that the first time a young person is faced with 
an unsafe situation, he or she knows what to do and has practiced doing it.  Students will identify trusted 
adults, both inside and outside of the school, who they can go for help. If you prefer to opt your student 
out of this lesson, please notify me by emailing twboone@aacps.org directly by December 4th. 

 

*Continuar a la página siguiente para español  

 Mrs. Boone  

 

can be reached at (301) 684-8738 E-learning Number 
during school hours 8am-4pm Monday through Friday. 
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
CRISIS WARMLINE: 410-768-5522 
CRISIS TEXT LINE: 741-741 
AACPS Student Safety Hotline: 1-877-676-9854 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aacps.org%2FPage%2F5481&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS.org%7Cdec551e8c73e4f42844008d8908ad0ab%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C637418273160796802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoi
mailto:twboone@aacps.org
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Los grados 3-5 tendrán lecciones sobre la prevención del abuso de sustancias en 
diciembre  

 

 

En diciembre, los grados 3-5 tendrán lecciones sobre prevención del abuso de sustancias. Puede obtener 
una vista previa de las lecciones en el sitio web de las Escuelas Públicas del Condado de Anne Arundel. 
Vaya a aacps.org>Students>Find a School Counselor>Elementary Core Curriculum. Haga clic en 
"Ver todo" y desplácese hacia abajo para ver "Comenzar a hablar Maryland" para el nivel de grado de su 
hijo y las "Preguntas frecuentes de Comenzar a hablar Maryland". Si tiene preguntas sobre estas 
lecciones, comuníquese conmigo. 

 
Tercer grado: Reconocimiento de medicamentos recetados versus no recetados: uso seguro, opciones y 
resolución de problemas, y una introducción a lo que son los medicamentos opioides. Usarán un libro: 
Charlie y el Club Curioso: Dulces o Medicina. 

 
Cuarto grado: aprender sobre los efectos físicos de las drogas, comprender por qué el abuso de 
sustancias es un problema y qué es la adicción, e identificar cómo pueden contribuir a resolver el 
problema del abuso de sustancias a nivel comunitario. Trabajarán con materiales de KidsHealth.com. 

 
Quinto grado: Aprender y practicar estrategias para lidiar con la presión de grupo, usar habilidades de 
rechazo para generar confianza para lidiar con situaciones en las que se les puede pedir que consuman 
drogas, reconociendo los efectos que los opioides pueden tener en el cerebro. Los estudiantes 
desarrollan estrategias y reciben una tarjeta de bolsillo con estrategias y recursos. 

 
Estas lecciones son importantes porque la escuela brinda un lugar seguro donde los niños pueden 
aprender qué hacer en situaciones desconocidas o incómodas. Los adultos de confianza brindan a los 
estudiantes la oportunidad de practicar cómo manejar situaciones relacionadas con el abuso de 
sustancias, de modo que la primera vez que un joven se enfrenta a una situación insegura, sepa qué 
hacer y lo haya practicado. Los estudiantes identificarán adultos de confianza, tanto dentro como fuera 
de la escuela, a quienes pueden acudir en busca de ayuda. Si prefiere excluir a su estudiante de esta 
lección, por favor notifíqueme enviando un correo electrónico a twboone@aacps.org directamente 
antes del 4 de diciembre. 
 
 

Sra. Boone 
se puede llamar al (301) 684-8738 Número de aprendizaje electrónico 
durante el horario  
escolar de 8 am a 4 pm de lunes a viernes. 
SERVICIOS DE EMERGENCIA 
CRISIS WARMLINE: 410-768-5522 
LÍNEA DE TEXTO DE CRISIS: 741-741 
Línea directa de seguridad estudiantil de AACPS: 1-877-676-9854 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aacps.org%2FPage%2F5481&data=04%7C01%7Csparis%40AACPS.org%7Cdec551e8c73e4f42844008d8908ad0ab%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C637418273160806791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoi
mailto:twboone@aacps.org
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Upcoming events 

Mark your calendar! 

December 15 at 7pm - PTO Meeting 

December 7 – Last day for Holiday Shop 

December 24 – First Day of Winter Break 

January 4 – Schools reopen from Break 

 
Playground Update 

The playground is currently being installed and will be 

ready for action when school returns. Thank you, 

Mallards, for making this possible! More information 

about a ribbon cutting ceremony will be shared once 

we have clearance to gather and play!  

 

Join PTO! 

Even though our PTO membership drive has ended, 

you can still join the PTO using this Google Form and 

by making a PayPal donation at our website. 

Memberships are good for one year and the minimum 

donation is only $10/family.  

 

PTO Meetings on Zoom! 

All PTO meetings will be on Zoom for the foreseeable 

future. Look for Zoom links to these meetings on our 

Facebook Page and Website. The PTO meets on the 

third Tuesday of every month. December’s meeting 

will be our annual Happy Hour! Enjoy a short meeting 

and then stay online for some fun and conversation! 

BYOB 

Mayo Spirit Wear 

https://www.snowprotees.com/mayo-mallards-gear  

Did you know that we have a Spirit Wear shop you 

can shop ANY time? Snow Pro Tees offers a variety 

of Mayo Mallard clothing at a reasonable price! They 

also send a portion of all sales back to the PTO! It is 

getting to be sweatshirt weather, and we have some 

fun holiday wear, so click the link and check out the 

different spirit wear options today! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Penguin Patch Holiday Shop is Back 

We had such a great time with our holiday shop last year 

that we had to bring it back--online. From November 25 to 

December 7, Penguin Patch Holiday Shop will be running 

an online store for Mayo families, so your kids can select 

gifts for everyone in the family, ranging from 50 cents to 

$12. Items will be shipped right to your door! This was 

such a fun experience and fundraiser last year, and we 

hope everyone can participate again this year, but 

virtually.  

 

 
 

Box Tops 
No more clipping. No more sending Box Tops to school. 

All you need is your phone!  

 

Download the ALL-NEW Box Tops app, shop as you 

normally would, then simply scan your store receipts to 

find participating products. The app will automatically 

credit your school's Box Tops earnings online. 

 

Let your extended family know they can select Mayo 

Elementary on the app so they can help us grow our 

funding too!  

 

*Squeamish about sharing your purchase info with 

General Mills? You could consider checking out the box 

top items separately. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc3v28JvlAycJ7CjpmRI2xBLw6Z6DMK9DHjUsMltiBBQLGCog/viewform
https://www.myvlink.org/MayoPTO/products.php?CatID=1272
https://www.snowprotees.com/mayo-mallards-gear
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Unity Day– 

wear your 

orange 

2 Hour Early 

Dismissal  

Christmas/Winter Break  

Christmas/Winter Break  

Wear your 
holiday colors 

Friends and Fun 
time, see flyer 

for details 

Wear your 
Holiday PJ’s 

Virtual Holiday 
Celebration, see 
flyer for details 

Wear your ugly 

sweater 

Wear your 

Holiday hat 
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Merry Christmas 

and Happy 

Holidays from all 

of us at Mayo 

Elementary 

School…  
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