
 

Lothian Elementary School’s Mission and Vision 

From the Principal’s Pen 

     Hello to all of our families, and happy fall!  The cooler temperatures have been a 
welcome change, although I will miss the long hours of daylight. 

     I want to thank our families, teachers, and staff for the partnership in getting 
this year off and running.  It certainly has been an opening like no other, and I am 
sure we will look back on this school year with pride in how we adapted to meet the 
needs of our children.  

     Over the last 4 weeks, Mr. Tvedt and I have been working diligently to ensure 
that students have backpacks, math books and math manipulatives (tools for problem 
solving).  If you have not received these for your students, please call the school 
between 8-4 at 410-222-1697 to arrange a pick up.  I realize that we have many 
families waiting for a Chromebook, and we will let you know when the next shipment 
arrives.  For internet connectivity issues, please contact Internet@aacps.org.  

     This year, our PBIS team has worked to align our school rules: Be Respectful, 
Responsible, Safe and Prepared to the virtual learning environment.  Here are the 
expected behaviors for our students; 

Be Respectful 

 Use respectful language on Meets and in chat box 

 Take turns talking and listening on Meet and in chat 

 Mute yourself when you are not speaking 
 

Be Responsible 

 Be on time for class 

 Stay on task and topic, avoid distractions (toys, texting, etc) during instruction 

 Participate in lessons 

 Do your best work 

 Ask questions when you need help 
 

Be Safe 

 Use the Chromebook correctly 

 Stay on county-approved, teacher-assigned websites  

 Participate in teacher-directed movement breaks 
 

Be Prepared 

 Find a work space that is comfortable and consistent  

 Have materials and device ready 

 Complete assignments on time 
 
Thank you for your support, please reach out if we can be of assistance!  
~Mrs. Mary Beth Gormley   

 
Mission Statement 

At Lothian Elementary School, we are committed to creating a safe, respectful, and nur-
turing environment through strong relationships and open communication. All students will 
be engaged in learning to become  responsible citizens, creative      thinkers, and life-long  
learners. 

Vision Statement 
At Lothian Elementary School, we envision a learning community in which stakeholders 
work collaboratively to nurture and develop the whole child and prepare them for  their 
future in a global society. 
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September 28-School Closed-Yom 
Kippur 

September 30: Spirit Day: Sports 
Day! 

 

October 12-13-School Closed for 
Students-Parent/Teacher Confer-
ences 

 

October 21-2-Hour Early Dismissal-
No PM ECI 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

School Counseling Corner   Newsletter Sept.\Oct. 2020 

The School Counseling Program at Lothian Elementary School: 

As a professional school counselor, I deliver a comprehensive school counseling program aligned with the National 
Standards for School Counseling. The program includes classroom, group, and individual counseling processes that 
develop student competencies in the academic, career, and personal/social domains. The program is developed using 
data that support and link the counseling program to students’ academic success. Services are delivered through 
classroom guidance, group, individual counseling and student planning, as well as consultation, collaboration, and 
coordination. It is driven by my mission that aligns with both the AACPS mission and our school mission. It is as fol-
lows: 
“My mission is to promote and enhance student learning through academic, career, and personal/social develop-
ment and provide support for all students so that they can maximize their student potential and feel safe, nur-
tured, and respected. My hope is that by advocating for students, providing them with skills they need, and work-
ing in a partnership with educators, parents, and the community, all students will have the knowledge and skills 
they need to be responsible citizens, creative thinkers, and life-long learners.” 
Classroom guidance is provided for all students (Pre-K - 5) across the educational, career, and personal/social domain. 
I am in every classroom every other week throughout the entire year. Please ask your child(ren) regularly what they 
have been learning in Guidance. You can also go to the Lothian Elementary School website and click on “Guidance 
Corner” to see strategies I teach to students to help them be successful in school. 
Small group guidance and counseling is provided for some students throughout the year. Topics vary based on the 
needs of the students at the different grade levels. 
I also provide school-related individual counseling and student planning. Students can self-refer and parents, teach-
ers, and administrators can request that I see students. The counseling is brief-solution focused, and does not consti-
tute therapy. I have information available to parents seek- ing outside therapy for their child listing psychologists, 
social workers, and therapists in the area. 
In addition to counseling, I provide consultation and coordination services. I work with the school staff and parents, as 
part of a team, to assist students so they can do their best in school. I also have resources on a variety of different 
topics that parents may find helpful. 
I look forward to working with you and your students.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if I can be of assis-
tance to you or your children. I can be reached at: 
E-mail: kpletcher@aacps.org 

Google Voice/Text: 302-464-0804 

School Phone: 410-222-1697 
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Student resources are on my google classroom: Code dikb5n4 

Navigate to the Google Classroom website https://classroom.google.com/ . Click the + in the topic right of the 
screen. Click join classroom and enter my code.  Students have been invited to join so if your student has not please 
encourage him/her to do so. 

Parent Resources including food/mental health resources can be found on my google site: 

https://sites.google.com/aacps.org/lothiancounseling/home (Please sign into Google to ac-
cess it). 
 
 
5th grade parents: 

 
     It is already time to start thinking about Middle School options for your child.  Magnet programs, part of Anne 
Arundel County’s Programs of Choice, offer motivated students who reside in Anne Arundel County the opportunity 
to engage in a specialized course of study that differs from the traditional curriculum offered in AACPS. Eligible 
Magnet students will engage in rigorous and relevant learning experiences in subject areas in which they have a 
great interest. The 3 options for students that will be in 6th grade in the Fall of 2021 include the STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Math) program at Central Middle School, the Performing Visual Arts Program at Bates 
Middle School, and the IB (International Baccalaureate) program at Annapolis Middle School.  

     Specific Magnet Program Virtual Information Nights are being scheduled for this Fall and dates and times will 
be shared when available.  The application process for the Magnet Programs will open at noon on October 12, 2020 
and will close at noon, November 24, 2020.   

      For additional information about the Magnet Programs offered in AACPS and information about the online appli-
cation process, you can also visit their website: www.aacps.org/magnet.  If I can assist you in any way, please do not 
hesitate to call me at 410-222-1697 or my google voice number 302-464-0804. 
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