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Anne Arundel County Public Schools

Jones Elementary
Mission Statement
As a community of students,
staff and parents, we:
⬧ Promote a positive and safe
learning environment;
⬧ Recognize the individual
needs of each person to
achieve his or her personal
best; and
⬧ Nurture each individual to
be a life-long learner.

From the Principal’s desk...

May
1

Barnes & Noble Reading Night/Chevy’s

1-2
7-9

5th grade PARCC testing

3

Kindergarten Trip to MD Zoo
Muffins with Mom
Parent//Principal Chat 8:55 am

8

Bike/Walk to School Day
PTA Meeting 7pm

9

PTA Froyo Night
Spring Garden Clean Up
Spring Concert 6:30pm

13-17

BOGO Book Fair

14

Interims to be sent home

14-22

3rd/4th grade PARCC testing

15-16

5th Grade trip to Williamsburg

20-21

Spring Conferences for KindergartenNo school for K students

21

Kindergarten Orientation 2-3pm

23

3rd Grade to Camden Yards 9:05-3:15

27

Memorial Day-All schools closed

29

4th Grade to Biz Town 8:20-2:45
June

6

Kindergarten trip to Downs Park
9:30-2pm

7

Field Day

12

Fourth Grade Bike Hike

13-14

2-hr early dismissal
End of fourth marking period

14

Last Day for students
5th Grade Promotion

Dear Jones Parents and Families,
Finally, spring has arrived…we think!
I want to start with a huge thank-you to Mrs. Bailey and her team for
the very successful Race for Education event on Thursday, April 25.
Due to their detailed planning and organizing, this event raised
$13,577.00! The students had a great time running/walking around
the course, jumping over haybales, running through tires, sprinting
among the streamers, and just having a wonderful time with their
friends. Thank you for all of your donations and support of everything
that is good about Jones!
May is here and that means PARCC state testing for students in
grades three through five. If you have a child in these grades, please
help him/her find the balance between wanting to do their very best
and not stressing about the test. The results of the test are used as
one data point when determining classes for next year and to see their
strengths and areas of need. There is nothing for them to study, just
make sure they are getting enough sleep and having a healthy breakfast. Fifth grade is testing April 29 – May 9, and third and fourth graders will be taking the tests May 14 – 22.
We wish our fifth grade students who are participating in SeaPerch
good luck on Friday, May 3 when they test their underwater robots
against other fifth grade teams in the county. The winners from the
Jones Science Expo competed in the AACPS Science Expo on Saturday, April 27. The winners will be announced Thursday, May 9. Regardless of who takes home the ribbons, you are all winners because
you tried something new, made mistakes that taught you something,
and worked through many problems and situations. You are smarter
because of your hard work and we are all very proud of you!

Just as Mrs. Rogers and Mrs. Kaulius have returned from leave, we
now have two other valued staff members leaving. Mrs. Mindy Hand
has been an indispensable force at Jones for the past three years. As
a teaching assistant, she has done everything…teaching reading and
math interventions, leading small group instruction, providing one-onone instruction, substituting, covering lunch/recess duties, covering
the office, making copies, helping set up field trips, etc., etc., and etc!
Thursday, May 2 is her last day with us as she has accepted an administrative assistant position. We will all miss her and the many,
many tasks she has done to support all learners, teachers, and our
community!!! Additionally, Mrs. Price will be out for the rest of the
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year, but she will be back in the fall!!! As many of
you know, she had surgery earlier in the year and
will now go back for some follow-up care. Mrs. Jodi
Simpkins will once again step in to teach the children for the rest of the year. Mrs. Simpkins has
previously substituted for Mrs. Price and the children know her and she knows them and their routines. As a former teacher, Mrs. Simpkins is skilled
and caring for our youngest learners! We are very
fortunate to have her as part of Team Jones!!
Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any
questions or concerns.

As a reminder, kindergarten orientation will be held
Tuesday, May 21 from 2:00 – 3:00. During this
event we will share with parents the workings of
Jones and what they can expect for their child for
their first year of kindergarten. The children will
have an opportunity to meet Mrs. Smith and Mrs.
Simpkins and to do some fun activities. If you
know of any incoming kindergarteners, please
share this information and encourage them to register as we prepare staffing for the next year.
Spring is a busy time with many schedule changes
due to testing, field trips, assemblies, and class
events. Please discuss these changes with your
child to help them be prepared and ready to accept
the changes. Before you know it, summer vacation
will be here. As summer draws closer, please remind your children that school is still in session!
Instruction will continue right up to the last day and
students are expected to maintain positive, respectful learning behaviors to the very end. It’s
never too late in the year to learn and we don’t
give up!
I do hope you will join me for the final Parent/
Principal Chat of the year following Muffins with
Moms on Friday, May 3 at 8:55 in the cafeteria.
This is a time for questions about the happenings
at Jones and understanding the whys behind what
we do. It’s more than a email, but not as personal
as a private conversation. Please do not hesitate
to contact me with any questions or concerns. We
are a great team when we reach out and work together!
Appreciatively,
Patricia Keffer

Birthday Celebrations
Birthdays are fun to celebrate and they are announced
during the morning program. If you would like to
acknowledge your child’s birthday with a treat for the
class you may send in non-edible treats such as pencils or other small trinkets. Please do not send in any
type of food or drink. Another fun way to celebrate is to
have a “Birthday Singing Telegram” delivered to your
child by other students on the morning of the birthday.
For a small fee, several students will appear at your
child’s classroom door and sing happy birthday to him/
her. The proceeds from this support the 5th grade field
trip to Williamsburg. Thank you for your support!

Ways to Contact Jones Elementary
Community Blackboard: blackboard.aacps.org/
Username: joneselem
Password: foxes
Jones Website:
www.aacps.org/aacps/jones/index.asp
Jones PTA Website: www.jonespta.com/
Twitter: twitter.com/jonesesaacps/
ParentCONNECTxp: parentconnect.aacps.org/
School Phone Number: 410-222-6565
For information on setting up a ParentSquare account
please contact the PTA.

Printer Cartridge Recycling Program
You can help! Any inkjet cartridge with a print head can
be recycled, regardless of brand or type. Do you have an
HP, Lexmark, Canon, Dell, Xerox, etc. printer? Bring in
your empty OEM inkjet cartridges (placed in the original
box that you would have thrown away or a Ziploc bag to
keep it safe from spills and damages, ) to the school.
Note: Epson cartridges cannot be recycled—they don’t
have a print head.).
Thank you for your support!

Camera System
Jones Elementary is equipped with a video camera system. It covers selected interior and exterior public portions of the building and grounds. It is NOT monitored
constantly, but it is monitored during emergency situations. During certain events, when the safety or security
of students may be in question, authorized personnel
from local, state, or federal police or fire emergency units
may be given access to view images projected on the
camera system. If you have any questions about the system, you should call the Supervisor of School Security at
410-222-5083.

What’s Happening in the Classroom?
Kindergarten

1st Grade Cont.

We have just started the final unit in our e-curriculum!
The Power of Possibilities covers the themes Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow, and How We Can
Change the World. Our reading, science, and social
studies lessons will focus on recycling, reducing, and
reusing. We will compare how technology has
changed the way we play, travel and communicate.
We planted a tree on our school grounds in the Fall as
part of the environmental literacy lessons in this unit.
Children will work together to complete a STEM recycling project!

Problem solving and subtraction with 2-digit numbers will also be practiced.

Guided Reading lessons will continue to focus on
comprehension strategies. Children will be practicing
proper letter formation and adding detail to their drawings and sentences. We are teaching students opinion writing in our Writers’ Workshop lessons!
Children are solving addition and subtraction word
problems and composing and decomposing numbers
in math. They are strengthening their skills in graphing, comparing numbers, problem solving, counting,
and using math vocabulary.
Thank you for your continued support as we prepare
our youngest learners to become future first graders!

Mrs. Price
Ms. Smith

pmprice@aacps.org
ebsmith1@aacps.org
1st Grade

Wow! Where has the year gone?! As beautiful spring
weather continues, remember that getting outside for
fresh air and free play is important to your child’s overall well-being! Eating healthy and getting enough sleep
helps our bodies recharge.
This month in writing we will continue to work to make
sure we include good descriptive words, write neatly,
and use punctuation and capitalization correctly too.
We will write poems, personal narratives, and realistic
fiction writing pieces.
We will end our economics unit with a Career Dress
Up Day on May 9. Your child can dress up as the job
they want to be or are interested in . Your child can get
creative to plan what to wear. No need to buy costumes! A note came home this past Monday.
We will then focus on inventors and inventions. Our
goal is to create objects to help keep our Monarch gardens safe and ready for Monarchs.
In math, we will continue to work with our M2 measurement unit learning about measuring in standard
and non-standard units of measurement for length.

Thank you for all the support of the Race for Education. Thank you to the many parents who helped
with this also.
Mrs. Insley akostelnik-insley@aacps.org
Mrs. Fitzpatrick klfitzpatrick1@aacps.org
Ms. Tinsman atinsman@aacps.org
2nd Grade
It is finally May and while the school year is beginning to wind down we aren’t in second grade! This
month we will expand our learning about what it
means to be a researcher. We will be conducting
research through hands-on investigations. We will
also begin our final unit of the school year, “We Are
Change Makers”. In this unit students will explore
the four key attributes of empathy, leadership, problem solving and teamwork.
In writing, we will wrap up opinion writing, and we
will begin getting creative with poetry! In this unit,
students will have the opportunity to read and write
many different types of poems. We’ll continue working on other genres of writing at our writing center
as well.
In math, students will continue to interpret data and
display their findings on a variety of graphs. We will
also use our knowledge of place value to add threedigit numbers, as well as break apart addends to
evaluate an addition problem.
Ms. Ryan dlryan@aacps.org
Mrs. Titus smtitus@aacps.org
3rd Grade

We are in the home stretch! May will be a very busy
month as we continue to prepare for the PARCC
assessments and enjoy all the fun of the upcoming
Jones events. Later in the month we will celebrate
all of the student’s hard work with a trip to Camden
Yards to see the Orioles play the Yankees!
In math, students will examine plane figures and
use their attributes to classify shapes into different
categories. Students will really be looking closely at
the different ways to categorize quadrilaterals. They
will also solve problems using their understanding of
perimeter and area.

3rd Grade Cont.

In reading, students will enjoy fairy tales and fractured fairy tales as they compare themes. They will
even write their own fractured fairy tales during writing.
In science, students will use the engineering process to design a parachute. They will also define
what it means to be civic-minded and create their
own action plan to solve an environmental problem
in their community during Social Studies.
Please continue to look for the weekly newsletter in
your child’s take home folder for the latest news,
important dates, and more specific information
about our learning from week to week. As always,
please reach out with any questions or concerns.
Mrs. Baker cnbaker@aacps.org
Mrs. Thompson jethompson1@aacps.org
Ms. Gallena rgallena@aacps.org
4th Grade
With this beautiful spring weather and positive attitudes, we are jumping into 4th quarter with good
energy! Thank you to the 30+ parents and cousins
that helped chaperone and lead activities on our
Arlington Echo overnight field trip! We hope many of
you can also help with our Biztown field trip quickly
approaching on May 29th!
Reading
We will be showing all that we know on our PARCC
ELA assessments on May 20, 21, and 22 first thing
in the morning. We hope that all students will get a
good night’s sleep and eat a good breakfast so that
they will be ready to do their best, especially on
those days! Within our reading curriculum, students
will summarize, compare and contrast accounts of
events and poetry and prose, identify themes, and
continue to grow as independent readers. We will
be celebrating those who are tackling the 40 book
challenge!
Writing
This month we will work on a variety of genres, including fiction and poetry. We will also continue to
work on our essay writing skills in response to text.
Please check your child’s writing in Google Classroom and have conversations about their strengths
and areas for growth, as we continue to set focused
goals in the classroom.

4th Grade Cont.

Math
The month of May will have us working on Hands on
Equations, a math program that has student solving
algebraic equations and word problems using manipulatives. If only we had all learned this way! We
will be showing all that we know on our PARCC
math assessments on May 14, 15, 16, and 17th first
thing in the morning. We hope that all students will
get a good night’s sleep and eat a good breakfast
so that they will be ready to do their best, especially
on those days! Homework will involve PARCC review so that students practice switching from one
topic to another easily.
Science/Social Studies
In Science, we will be exploring different renewable
resources. Students will then present their findings
for which renewable resource is the most effective.
In our follow up unit, students will work in engineering teams to design, build, test, and revise a structure that can withstand the damaging effects of tsunami waves. Students will learn about the damage
caused by tsunamis and some of the design solutions engineers have proposed. Students will then
work in groups to design a blueprint for a tsunami
proof house.
In Social Studies, we will be learning about the different industries that started around Baltimore. Part
of gathering information about these industries
means also learning about the different people that
came to our country during the Industrial Revolution.
To help students relate to this experience, students
will have a homework assignment where they will
learn about their own family history by interviewing
their parents or other family members.
Mrs. Fickinger cfickinger@aacps.org
Mrs. LeBlanc mleblanc@aacps.org
Mr. Deitemyer adeitemyer@aacps.org
5th Grade
We have a very exciting May coming up for 5th
grade:
* PARCC is April 29 – May 2 (Math), May 7 – 9
(ELA): Please make sure your child gets a good
night’s sleep, eats a healthy breakfast, and is at
school on time these days!
* Williamsburg May 15th – 16th
* Spring Concert May 9th
Science: This month in science, we will be asking
the questions “How can we design a water filter?”
and “How can we desalinate water?” We will explore

5th Grade

PE

these questions through hands on learning as we
create our own water filter in the classroom and
learn from how it operates.

In the Month of May, students in 3rd grade, 4th
grade, and 5th grade will complete their Fitnessgram
testing (curl-ups, push-ups, pacer running test, and
“sit-and-reach” flexibility test). These assessments
are testing our student’s muscular strength, muscular endurance, flexibility, and also cardio-respiratory
endurance.

Social Studies: We will have a busy month beginning preparations for our Simulated Congressional
Hearings, to be held on June 5th. More information
on this exciting event to follow! In class, we will
identify examples of conflicts and compromises
among differing groups of people during the Constitutional Convention. We will describe the three
branches of government and their individual powers and responsibilities, such as separation of
powers
and
checks
and
balances.
Math: This month, students will continue to build
on their knowledge of numerical patterns to discover that when two rules are used to create two numerical patterns, a relationship exists between corresponding terms. Students will also represent relationships on the coordinate plane. We will then
focus on reinforcing multiplication and division of
multi-digit numbers, applying efficient strategies.
Language Arts: We will continue to use novels,
Treasures, and other non-fiction texts this month.
We will be looking at the themes, events, and characters in various stories. Students will be looking at
how a setting impacts these characters. Many students are completing choice board activities independently for their guided reading books; this
learning extension includes practice with research
and presentation skills. We are also writing sequels
to stories students have previously read. As the
end of the year nears, we will look at how to write a
memoir of our time here at Jones. Hopefully students will share those memories with you!
If you have any questions about any of these topics, we encourage you to contact your child’s
teacher for that subject. Have a wonderful May!
Mrs. Bytella mbytella@aacps.org
Mrs. Bigelow sebigelow@aacps.org

PARCC TESTING
5TH GRADE–
APRIL 29-MAY 2
May 7-9
3RD/4TH GRADE–
MAY 14-MAY 22

We will revisit throwing and catching through a short
football unit. Students will focus on throwing a football the proper way, catching a ball properly with
their hands, and moving to an open space to receive the ball from a teammate.
Following football, students will be moving on to
baseball. We will continue working on throwing and
catching with a baseball, but will also work on striking the ball off of a tee. We will focus on proper grip
of the bat, proper stance, and the proper cues of
swinging the bat.
Following our baseball/striking off of a tee unit, students will begin lacrosse. 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades will
be focusing on scooping, cradling, passing, catching, moving to an open space to receive a pass, and
even shooting. Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd graders
will be focusing on proper grip of a lacrosse stick,
scooping a ball, cradling a ball, and even passing
the pall to a partner or a target.
Toward the end of the month and the beginning of
June, each class will practice a few of our Field Day
activities that are planned. This allows students to
become familiar and comfortable with an activity or
game they might not have done in a PE class, review all safety rules and expectations, and allows all
of the students to be prepared when they get to
each station during Field Day.
Just a reminder that National Bike and Walk to
School Day is coming up on Wednesday, May 8th!
Last Spring we had nearly 200 riders and walkers
participate at Jones Elementary. We will have bike
chains being formed from different neighborhoods to
ride together to Jones, and their will also be Anne
Arundel County police officers and volunteers helping provide coverage at intersections to make sure
students are crossing safely. Students will be reminded during each PE class leading up to this
event.
Jones Elementary Field Day will be held on Friday,
June 7th this year. More information about the activities, lunch, volunteering, and exact times of the
event will be shared with families at some time in
May. Please let me know if you have any questions

or concerns.

P.E. Cont.

Music Cont.

Our Kindergarten, First Grade and Second Grade
students are continuing to read music using solfege
syllables throughout the fourth quarter. We will also
Art
review rhythms and melodies learned throughout the
school year. Students in Third Grade will focus on
A Super Big Thank You to JW, Allison & Carter creating harmonies in the fourth quarter. Fourth and
Simmons for cutting out the wood for the second- Fifth Grade students are performing chord progresgrade bottle cap sculptures! And, to all who collected sions to prepare for learning the ukulele.
bottle caps!! Just wait to see what transpires this
spring
in
our
school
gardens!
:) Are you considering summer camp for your child?
There are many summer programs where students
All classes are working with clay, so please have your can continue to develop their musical skills and learn
children, “Dress for Mess”!! This is a favorite time to with fellow musicians. Anne Arundel Community Colget muddy while connecting to Geometric forms and lege offers summer camps (https://www.aacc.edu/
concepts in Art. **Please continue to bring in bub- programs-and-courses/personal-enrichment/kids-inble wrap and bubble envelopes so the clay pro- college/) , as well as Anne Arundel County Recreajects
can
come
home
safely! tion
and
Parks
(https://www.aacounty.org/
departments/recreation-parks/recreation/programMany students have artwork displayed at the All guide/index.html). You can also consider Naptown
County Art Exhibit at Annapolis Mall Exhibit, May 1- Sings (https://naptownsings.com/) or any local theatre
13. Stop by anytime to view this awesome art exhibit studio with camps for children.
located by Z Gallery and Pottery Barn.
Charlene Beyerlein NBCT
Amy Degenhard adegenhard@aacps.org
cbeyerlein@aacps.org
http://www.donorschoose.org/Jonesmusicfoxes
https://twitter.com/jonesmusicfoxes
Media
Bobby Bates rebates@aacps.org

Mrs. Rogers is back and delighted to see all the
Jones staff and students and parents!
Please join us on May 1st for our Barnes and Noble
Bookfair. Some staff will be reading from 4:15-6:30.
Please remember to tell the cashier you are part of
the Jones Bookfair at both the front checkout and in
the Café.
Our Jones Chevys night is also happening that night
– a portion of the proceeds from both events will support the media center programs.
Remember to ask your children about the books they
are reading in class and from their media class too!
Mrs. Rogers ksrogers@aacps.org
Ms. Hamlett chamlett@aacps.org
Music
May is filled with Music here at Jones!
The Spring Concert for Band, Strings, and Chorus
students is on Thursday, May 9th at 6:30pm. Students in third grade, fourth grade and fifth grade who
participate in Band, Strings, and Chorus are performing in this Concert. Younger students and siblings are
welcome to attend with an adult. Please be aware
that doors do not open until 6:00pm. Students may
not arrive for the concert until after 6:00pm.

Band/Strings

Spring Concert is coming up on
Thursday, May 9th at 6:30 pm.

If your child is unable to go
outside for recess due to allergies we will need a doctor’s
note stating this to honor the
request.

Upcoming Events for Kids & Their Families at the Severna Park Library
Registration is required for some programs and will be indicated. Registration begins two weeks
before the program date. Please call the library at 410-222-6290 to register unless other registration information is provided.
Please see our website, www.aacpl.net/events for updates and for programs at other libraries. We
have a lot of wonderful things going on!

Spanish for kids//Española para Niño's

Learn basic Spanish words and phrases through fun activities. / Aprende palabras y frases sencillas en español con actividades divertidas.
Date/Time: Wednesday, May 8 - 6:00pm

Minecraft Club

Experienced builders and first-time players are welcome to come play in the world of Minecraft. Registration
required.
Date/Time: Monday, May 13 - 6:30pm

Free Comic Book Day

Drop in for crafts, activities, and take home a free comic book! (while supplies last)
Date/Time: Saturday, May 4 – beginning at 9:00am

Stress Busters Through the Ages and Stages:
How to Help Kids Cope with Worries and Concerns (for parents)

Learn how to help your children cope with worries and concerns using simple, effective strategies. Presenters
from Annapolis Pediatrics will discuss a holistic approach to decreasing stress during early childhood, tweens,
and adolescence. Parents, educators, grandparents, and individuals/professionals working with children are all
welcome to attend. Registration recommended at https://annapolispediatrics.com/event/stress-busters-aacpl-sp/
Date/Time: Tuesday, May 7 - 6:30pm

Make a Gift: Recycled Paper Necklaces

Turn old magazine pages into a bead necklace for someone special. Registration required.
Date/Time: Wednesday, May 8 - 3:00pm

Book Buddies: Out of Remote Control (Data Set 7) by Ada Hopper

Read the book, then come to the program for a discussion and activity. Out of Remote Control (Data Set 7) by
Ada Hopper.
Date/Time: Monday, May 20 - 6:30pm

