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Anne Arundel County Public Schools

Jones Elementary
Mission Statement
As a community of students,
staff and parents, we:
⬧ Promote a positive and safe
learning environment;
⬧ Recognize the individual
needs of each person to
achieve his or her personal
best; and
⬧ Nurture each individual to
be a life-long learner.

From the Principal’s desk...

June
3

Rita’s Night 6-8:30pm

5

Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast 9am
ASO Music Van for 2nd Grade 12:502:50pm

6

Kindergarten trip to Downs Park
9:30-2pm

7

Field Day

12

Fourth Grade Bike Hike 11:45am2:45pm

13-14

2-hr early dismissal
End of fourth marking period

14

Last Day for students
Promotion Breakfast 8:30am
5th Grade Promotion 9:15-10:30 am
August

20

New Family Orientation 2-3pm

29

Peek-At-Your-Seat 3-3:30pm

Dear Jones Parents and Families,
And in the blink of an eye, the school year is almost over! Although we
only have two weeks left of the school year, we are not done providing
engaging and enriching instruction to the students. Please remind your
children that we continue to have high expectations for behaviors and
learning…you never know when a spark will ignite!
As we close out this school year and prepare for the 2019-20 school
year, please keep our office informed of any changes to next year. If
you are moving, please contact the office so that Mrs. Care can prepare the appropriate forms. If you have neighbors who will be attending Jones in the fall, please encourage them to enroll as soon as possible so that we have the most accurate data for staffing purposes.
With the closing of the school year, we have some farewells to offer to
several of our staff. Mrs. Fincher, as she shared in last month’s newsletter, is taking a leave of absence to stay home with her children. Mr.
Deitemyer and Ms. Tinsman are both going to be exploring many new
opportunities. Mrs. Bytella and her family are moving closer to family
and her husband’s new job. Mr. Bates has accepted a position as the
assistant men’s basketball coach at Salisbury University, a most
amazing opportunity for him! We wish them all well as they embark on
new journeys and adventures. We are appreciative of all that they
have done for the students, staff and community of Jones! Remember,
once a fox, always a fox! New staffing will be announced in the August
newsletter.
I would like to thank Ms. Rachel Gallena and Mrs. Jodi Simpkins for
their dedication and commitment to their long-term substitute positions. Since the first of March, Ms. Gallena has been a great addition
to the third-grade team and Ms. Simpkins has been providing great
instruction to our youngest learners. We all appreciate your caring and
compassionate ways with the children. Thank you!!!
There are several reminders as we prepare for the new school year.
As in the past, school supplies can be ordered online and then delivered to your home. More information about how to order will be sent
out via Parent Square. Peek-at-your-Seat will be held on Thursday,
August 29 from 3:00 – 3:30 so that you can stop by the classroom,
drop off your materials, and say hello to the teacher and classmates.
Like last year, you will receive an email from your child’s teacher welcoming you to the new school year.

Jones Elementary School—2003 Blue Ribbon School
2010, 2014, 2018 Maryland Green School, 2013 Character
Education School, 2018 Wellness School of Distinction
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Over the summer the building will be painted inside and out, so you may see many trucks and
some scaffolding around the building. They will
begin as soon as school is out with the expectation
of being finished before the start of the new school
year.
It has been a great year and a busy year. We are
appreciative of your support throughout the school
year, whether it was chaperoning a field trip, helping with the evening events, supporting the PTA
through your donations, or very importantly, instilling the value of education in your children. Our
partnership is vital to the success of the children
and I want to make sure that you know we recognize and value all that you do to make Jones Elementary a special place for all students.
On a very final note, I respectfully share with you
that I will be retiring this year. This was not an
easy decision because of the amazing opportunities that Jones provides each and every day. As I
close out my sixth year at Jones, I am thankful for
all the children I have loved watching grow and
learn, giggle and laugh, fall and get right back up!
They have brought me joy beyond anything I have
ever imagined.
Thank you for sharing your very best with me! I am
also fortunate to have worked with a fabulously
talented, compassionate, and caring faculty and
staff. I have learned something new from them
each day and I have great respect for all they do
for the children and the community. They are passionate and care deeply about each child individually and about their classes as communities of
learners. You are so fortunate to have them in your
lives! Parents, thank you for your never-ending
support of our learning community. Your involvement and dedication to Jones is integral to what
makes Jones a truly unique learning environment.
From the bottom of my heart, I thank each one of
you for sharing your children with me and for entrusting them in our care. I am a better person after
having been at Jones. Thank you all!
I hope you all have a wonderfully relaxing and joyful summer!
Appreciatively,
Patricia Keffer

Birthday Celebrations
Birthdays are fun to celebrate and they are announced
during the morning program. If you would like to
acknowledge your child’s birthday with a treat for the
class you may send in non-edible treats such as pencils or other small trinkets. Please do not send in any
type of food or drink. Another fun way to celebrate is to
have a “Birthday Singing Telegram” delivered to your
child by other students on the morning of the birthday.
For a small fee, several students will appear at your
child’s classroom door and sing happy birthday to him/
her. The proceeds from this support the 5th grade field
trip to Williamsburg. Thank you for your support!

Ways to Contact Jones Elementary
Community Blackboard: blackboard.aacps.org/
Username: joneselem
Password: foxes
Jones Website:
www.aacps.org/aacps/jones/index.asp
Jones PTA Website: www.jonespta.com/
Twitter: twitter.com/jonesesaacps/
ParentCONNECTxp: parentconnect.aacps.org/
School Phone Number: 410-222-6565
For information on setting up a ParentSquare account
please contact the PTA.

Printer Cartridge Recycling Program
You can help! Any inkjet cartridge with a print head can
be recycled, regardless of brand or type. Do you have an
HP, Lexmark, Canon, Dell, Xerox, etc. printer? Bring in
your empty OEM inkjet cartridges (placed in the original
box that you would have thrown away or a Ziploc bag to
keep it safe from spills and damages, ) to the school.
Note: Epson cartridges cannot be recycled—they don’t
have a print head.).
Thank you for your support!

Camera System
Jones Elementary is equipped with a video camera system. It covers selected interior and exterior public portions of the building and grounds. It is NOT monitored
constantly, but it is monitored during emergency situations. During certain events, when the safety or security
of students may be in question, authorized personnel
from local, state, or federal police or fire emergency units
may be given access to view images projected on the
camera system. If you have any questions about the system, you should call the Supervisor of School Security at
410-222-5083.

What’s Happening in the Classroom?
Kindergarten
We have almost completed the final unit in our ecurriculum! The Power of Possibilities covered the
themes of Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow, and
How We Can Change the World. Our reading, science, and social studies lessons focused on recycling,
reducing, and reusing. We compared how technology
has changed the way we play, travel and communicate. We explored solving problems in our community
and discussed loss of habitats, restoring habitats, pollution, and making the world a better place. We planted a tree on our school grounds earlier in the year as
part of our Environmental Literacy Lessons.
Guided Reading lessons focused on comprehension
and using strategies to read unknown words. Children
continued to practice proper letter formation, writing
and drawing with detail, and remembering to use writing conventions. Please be sure to have your child
continue to read and write for enjoyment over the summer.
Children solved addition and subtraction word problems in math, composed and decomposed numbers,
worked on fluency with addition and subtraction up to
5. They practiced counting forward, backward, by 10s,
and counting on from any given number. Students
strengthened their skills in graphing, geometry, comparing numbers, problem solving, and using math vocabulary.
We loved teaching your children and appreciate all
you did to support us this year. We are prepared to
transition our youngest learners to first grade! Have a
wonderful summer!
Mrs. Simpkins jsimpkins@aacps.org
Ms. Smith
ebsmith1@aacps.org
1st Grade
First Grade is winding down, but the learning will continue! We spent time learning about inventors. We also
learned about cactus and flowering plants and insects.
Butterflies need flowering plants for the nectar. We
also learned so much about the importance of ladybugs and bees to our gardens and environment! Ants
sure are interesting creatures! They are very strong for
their size!

1st Grade Cont.
Upcoming Events:
Field Day is June 7.
June 11 is our End of Year Learning Celebration.
Please return the RSVP form that came home this
week. We will share our favorite first grade memories and present our music show “The Three Pig
Opera!” for you.
Thank you for helping to make this a wonderful year
of learning in first grade! We have loved sharing
such a special year with you!
Mrs. Insley akostelnik-insley@aacps.org
Mrs. Fitzpatrick klfitzpatrick1@aacps.org
Ms. Tinsman atinsman@aacps.org
2nd Grade
Second graders are still working hard as the school
year draws to a close! We will complete our final
Theme/Unit: By taking action, Change makers
change the world. In math, we will use skip counting and repeated addition to find the total number of
objects in an array. We will also apply our understanding of equal rows and columns by extending
our knowledge of arrays in the world. We will wrap
up our poetry unit in writing, and we will finish our
last guided reading group novels for the year as
well!
Over the summer, please continue to reinforce the
skills your child has learned this year. It is crucial to
continue to foster your child’s love of math, writing,
and reading during the summer months! You can
connect these skills to everyday life while spending
time with family over the summer. We will send
home a “Summer Fun” activity book with your child
the last week of school. This will include many engaging ideas to reinforce skills over the break. It has
truly been a pleasure working with you and your
child this year, and we are grateful for all of your
time and support. Have a wonderful summer!
Ms. Ryan dlryan@aacps.org
Mrs. Titus smtitus@aacps.org

We will be spending the rest of the year learning about
ocean animal life and other interesting topics.

3rd Grade

In math, we will work on 2-digit subtraction using place
value models and mental math strategies. We will also
work on solving word problems and work to improve
our subtraction fast facts.

Is it June already?! This year flew by! It has been
our pleasure to watch your children learn and grow.
Thank you all for your support this year! Here are a
few ideas for helping your child over the summer.

3rd Grade Cont.

4th Grade Cont.

Language Arts - Please continue to encourage and
talk to your child about what they are reading, and
what YOU are reading. Encourage them to use context clues to understand new words. Ask them to
describe the characters’ traits. Ask them what point
of view their stories are written from. Have them determine the theme of the books they are reading
(the big message the author wants to convey to the
reader). Visit the library!

Math
Our math curriculum circles back to reinforce real
world use of our four operations in interesting ways
(i.e. planning a mission to Mars with a range in
weight allowance for three astronauts). Hope you
can find fun ways to reinforce the four operations
also! And FYI, First in Math accounts stay active
until July 31, 2019 so please encourage your child
to keep those math facts fluent by using this program.

Math - Find those real-life uses for math where you
can. Host a lemonade stand. Plan a picnic for a
group. Plan a trip. Our First in Math accounts work
through July so use them! Add, subtract, multiply
and divide as much as possible!
Science - Observe. Take walks. Look at the night
sky. Go on a nature scavenger hunt. Read about
topics that interest your family!
Social Studies - Have your child create a budget.
Make a plan to solve an environmental issue and
implement it together. Find ways to volunteer in
your community!
We hope you and your family have a wonderful
and safe summer!
Mrs. Baker cnbaker@aacps.org
Mrs. Thompson jethompson1@aacps.org
Ms. Gallena rgallena@aacps.org
4th Grade
4th grade is awesome! We are not done YET, we
still have a lot of fun and learning going on!
Reading
Our readers have grown so much this year! As we
head into a fun-filled summer, there are so many
awesome opportunities to make real world connections with literature! Visiting a museum this summer? Determine the main idea/theme of an exhibit!
Passionate about a topic or curious about how
something works? Research from multiple sources!
Of course, our favorite, cozy up with a good book before bed, on a road trip, at the beach!
Writing
This year has been filled with rich writing experiences! Have your child carry this passion into the summer by writing stories or poems about their adventures! Make a summer journal to have a keepsake
of all their wonderful memories!

Thank you so much for all of the parent support for
our field trips! One more to go--- our Bike Hike on
June 12th 11:45-2:45 p.m. We hope you can sign
up to volunteer to ride with a group of kids that day,
picnic with us at the SP Gazebo, and eat Froyo to
celebrate our year!
Have a very happy summer exploring outside, reading for pleasure, finding real world ways to use
mathematics daily, playing and creating!
Mrs. Fickinger cfickinger@aacps.org
Mrs. LeBlanc mleblanc@aacps.org
Mr. Deitemyer adeitemyer@aacps.org
5th Grade

Promotion is just around the corner! The promotion
breakfast will be at 8:30 am and the promotion ceremony will begin at 9:15 am. We are sad to see our
fifth graders leave but we are so excited to see them
grow and move on. We feel confident that they are
ready for middle school and will be successful there.
Over the summer, keep those skills sharp with reading every day! Read anything- newspapers, sports
statistics, cereal boxes, magazines, ANYTHING! Sit
by the pool and figure out the volume of the pool
after you measure it in your steps. Design a locker
buddy to keep yourself organized next year. Determine how many seconds you watch TV then reduce
it by 1/4 or 1/3 or even better, 1/2! Observe the sky
and find a new star! Enjoy summer and keep working hard!
We have truly enjoyed our time with your children
this year! We are sad to see them go but know their
futures are bright!
Mrs. Bytella mbytella@aacps.org
Mrs. Bigelow sebigelow@aacps.org

P.E.

Art Cont.

In June, all grades will be looking forward to enjoying Check out the summer sketching handout for drawing
our Field Day on Friday, June 7th. All grades will be ideas.
participating in field day at the same time on the
morning of the 7th. Students will enjoy a picnic pizza Amy Degenhard adegenhard@aacps.org
lunch together as well as a snowball and will get to
watch and cheer the 5th grade vs teachers Alienball
Media
game at the end of the day.
I want to thank all the parents for supporting our stuThe week prior to Field Day, students in all grades dents summer reading and fun by buying from our
will practice various station activities that they will get BOGO Bookfair. The students enjoy this, and it supto do on Field Day. These activities include frisbee ports our literacy goals.
throwing,
three-legged
race,
sack
race,
“Quidditch” (handball), Hungry Hippos (scooter I also need to shout out to Mrs. Weinreich for her
game), and many more.
amazing support of these scholastic book fairs. She
has given her time for many years and deserves acParents may come and watch field day, but younger colades! I would also like to thank Mrs. Rom for her
children will not be permitted on the field and can only time spent volunteering on a very busy day.
watch from the outside perimeter. All visitors must
sign in at the office. Thank you to all of the volunteers Another option for your children this summer is to
and the PTA for all of their help in making sure field sign them up for the Capstone free interactive readday is fun and safe for all of the students!
ing site. See the link below. They have an amazing
collection of fiction and non-fiction as well as graphic
For the last week of school, students in each grade and longer chapter books. Ebooks are in their future!
will be able to choose from a variety of fitness-related
games and activities to play during class. More infor- Link to free Capstone ebook reading
mation on field day and volunteer sign ups will be
available as soon as possible. If you have any ques- Additionally, teachers shared their favorite books with
tions about field day, please contact me.
students and we are linking you to that google document so you can share this information with them.
Bobby Bates rebates@aacps.org
Summer Reading Teacher Picks
Art
There is an excellent opportunity to sign up for sumWhat a fun year in art it’s been!! Our second graders
mer reading at the public library also.
are so excited to install their bottle cap sculptures of
lollipop flowers and insects in our garden this week!!
HAVE A WONDERFUL SUMMER WITH YOUR FAMA HUGE THANK YOU to the Simmons’s and Cone ILIES!
families for their talents and time to complete this pro- Mrs. Rogers ksrogers@aacps.org
ject!! And, to Cindy Brunt and Ashley Harrison and Ms. Hamlett chamlett@aacps.org
the PTA!! Jones is the BEST!
Music
This was an amazing group-based project that connected to the curriculum by learning & working together, being environmental stewards as artists, re- Hello Parents,
searching & collecting date plus integrating math &
It has been a privilege to see your children in music
SEL skills.
this year!
The last week of school students will be experimenting with origami. All students will experience strategic In the month of June we will be reviewing concepts
paper folding techniques that integrate math and lan- learned throughout the school year. Fourth and Fifth
grade students will continue to play ukuleles. Third
guage arts and can be easily continued at home.
and Fourth grade students who purchased a recorder
Students will be bringing home their sketchbooks to will bring it home for the summer with music to play
continue creating in their room, car, and on vacation. for fun. Please keep the recorder in a safe dry place
so they can bring it back to school in the fall. If your
child began or continued to play an instrument this

Music Cont.

Health Room Cont.

year please encourage them to keep practicing
over the summer so they maintain their skills.

on or before the last day of school June 14th at
3:00pm. Any medications not picked up by
this time will be discarded. If you think your
child will need a medication to be administered
at school next year, we will need a new doctor’s
order for the 19-20 school year. Please stop by
the health room and pick up a P.R.A.M. to be
filled out by your doctor over the summer (even
over the counter medications will need these).
Hope you have a great summer!

To encourage your young musician in the summer
consider taking them to a concert or signing up for
a performing arts summer camp. Anne Arundel
County
Recreation and Parks has a free concert series
https://www.aacounty.org/services-andprograms/concerts-in-the-parks.
Happy
Music
Making!
Charlene Beyerlein NBCT
cbeyerlein@aacps.org
http://www.donorschoose.org/Jonesmusicfoxes
https://twitter.com/jonesmusicfoxes
Band/Strings
All instrumental music forms are due ASAP in order to secure a spot in the program.
From the Reading Team
Jones Elementary is pleased to continue to expand
our collaboration with the Anne Arundel Public Library- specifically the Severna Park Library. The
county and Jones is collaborating with the 2019
Summer @ Your Library program. Registration for
this year’s program: A Universe of Stories will
begin June 1. As part of this collaboration the library and school system have a few exciting things
planned.
• All students will receive an AACPS Summer
Reading brochure. This brochure now includes
directions on registering for the Summer @
Your Library program.
• All students will receive the Summer @ Your
Library Log.
• Jones will receive a report of all students that
participated in the AACPL Summer @ Your
Library Challenge in September. Let's get the
most students registered at Jones!
• For more information visit: https://
www.aacpl.net/summer/challenge
Thanks for all you do to support reading and literacy at home!
Health Room
It’s almost the end of the year!!! Parents, if

your child has any medication stored in the
health room, it must be picked up by an adult

Nurse Banks and Ms. Vickie
School Nurse and Health Assistant

Volunteers:
In appreciation of your efforts to assist
our teachers, staff, and students,
you are cordially invited to enjoy
breakfast
at Jones
Wednesday June 5
9:00 am

Moving this summer, changing schools, or NOT
GOING to Severna Park Middle School?

Dear Parents/Guardians,

If you will be moving over the summer but staying in
the Jones attendance area, please provide us with
your new address along with 2 proofs of residency
upon your move.
If you are moving outside of the Jones attendance
area, or your child is not returning to Jones next
year, or your 5th grader is not going to SPMS, then
please complete the form on the following page and
return it to Mrs. Care by June, 7th. Transfer packets
will be prepared prior to the last day of school and will
be available for pick-up beginning June 14th. Parents
are responsible for filling out the request for transfer/withdrawal form and for picking up the transfer
packet and bringing it to the new school.

Thank you,
Angela Care

Schools open for grades 1-5 on
September 3rd. Kindergarten
conferences take place on 09/03
and 09/04 and kindergarten staggered entrance days are 9/05, 906, and 9/09. K families will
receive a letter in mid August
with the day/time of their conference and staggered day.

New Family Orientation will
be on 08/20 from 2-3pm.
Peek-At-Your-Seat will be on
08/29 from 3-3:30pm.

All school offices are closed on
Fridays from July 5th to August
9th. Monday thru Thursday, office hours at Jones will be 8am4pm. Any changes to these hours
will be posted on our office
doors as needed. Please call
ahead to confirm our hours for a
specific day.

Upcoming Events for Kids & Their
Families at the Severna Park Library
June

Registration is required for some programs and will be indicated. Registration begins two weeks before the program date. Please call the library at 410-222-6290 to register unless other registration
information is provided.
Please see our website, www.aacpl.net/events for updates and for programs at other libraries. We
have a lot of wonderful things going on!

Minecraft Club
Experienced builders and first-time players are welcome to come play in the world of Minecraft.
Registration required.
Date/Time:
Monday, June 10 – 6:30pm

Book Buddies: Too Much Space!
Read the book, then come to the program for a discussion and activity. Too Much Space! by Jonathan Roth.
Date/Time:
Monday, June 17 - 6:30pm

Joe Romano’s “Take Me To Your Readers!”
Popular book magician Joe Romano returns with the most amazing show on the planet. “Take Me
To Your Readers” will transport your children to a world of aliens, magic, comedy and lots of
books!
Date/Time:
Monday, June 24 - 11:00am, 1:30pm, & 3:30pm

Children’s Author Visit: Jonathan Roth
Meet Jonathan Roth, the author-illustrator of the humorous sci-fi chapter book series for children, Beep and Bob (Simon & Schuster/Aladdin). Though Jonathan has never left Earth himself,
he has met four of the astronauts who have gone to the moon.
Date/Time:
Tuesday, June 25 - 2:00pm

SUMMER @ YOUR LIBRARY
The program runs from Jun. 1 – Aug. 31. Sign up at any library or online at aacpl.net.
T-shirts are on sale ($7 plus tax for kid & adult sizes) from May 13 - Aug. 31

What’s Happening at the Severna Park Library?
Jun. 1 - Aug. 31

Scavenger Hunt (do the Hunt and win a prize!)

Jun. 24 Monday

11:00 “Take Me to Your Reader” Magic Show - Joe Romano
1:30
“Take Me to Your Reader” Magic Show - Joe Romano
3:30
“Take Me to Your Reader” Magic Show - Joe Romano

Jul. 2 Tuesday

1:00
3:00

Sky is NOT the Limit - Arianna Ross, Storyteller
Sky is NOT the Limit - Arianna Ross, Storyteller

Jul. 9 Tuesday

1:00
2:30

*Lunar Landing Challenge Island - for elementary age (registration required)
* Rocket Heights Challenge Island - for preschoolers (registration required)

Jul. 17 Wednesday

10:30 Musical Journey Through Africa - Performing Arts Center for African Cultures
1:00
Musical Journey Through Africa - Performing Arts Center for African Cultures

Jul. 22 Monday

6:00

Jul. 30 Tuesday

2:00

*The Physics of Space Lasers

Aug. 7 Wednesday

2:00

The Out-of-this-World End-Of-Summer Extravaganza

The Violin - Annapolis Symphony Orchestra

* All programs are for all ages except for the “Challenge Island” programs and “The Physics of Space Lasers”.
Please see the website (www.aacpl.net) or call the library (410.222.6290) for more information.

Jake Austin & Henry Marriner—Amphibious Car
Honorable Mention Fifth Grade Engineering
Sally Bodkin—Do Different Soda’s Heat at Different Rates?
Third Place Third Grade Chemistry
Destiny Felder—Flippy Robot
Honorable Mention Fourth Grade Engineering

Olivia Heskett and Addison Scott
First Place Scientific Argumentation

