Small Talk
A Fort Smallwood Elementary Community Newsletter

Dear Fort Smallwood Community,
Dear Fort Smallwood Families,
The calendar has turned to March and hopefully the end of winter
weather. I am very ready for Spring. Students are going outside
for recess on days when the weather cooperates. Please be sure
your student is dressed for the weather. It is still breezy and cool.
We had a fantastic PTA meeting on Monday night. Springtime IN-PERSON events were
outlined. We also had a great presentation from the Anne Arundel County Public Library. I
strongly encourage any and all to participate in PTA meetings and become actively involved. It
truly takes a village and any support for this wonderful organization and group of parents is
greatly appreciated.
SUMMER CAMP information will be coming very soon. I do not have an exact release date but
was informed that it will be in early March. Locations and dates have yet to be shared. AACPS
summer camps fill up quickly, so I strongly encourage you to sign up early to ensure a spot.
Be on the lookout!
Change is constant this time of year and this year, it is especially so. However, the expectation
to consistently show and follow Rocky's Rs has not changed. Unfortunately, we have seen
some changes in behavior since masks were removed. I ask that you please talk to your
student about always showing Rocky's Rs. It's important for students to know that while
things have changed in a lot of ways, expectations for showing Rocky's Rs has not.
We are getting into a very busy time of year. Below is a long list of events in March (subject to
change). April and May promise to be just as busy. Please check your e-mails for updates
throughout the month.
Thank you for your continued support of the Fort Smallwood Elementary School community.
In Partnership,
Mrs. Bobbie Kesecker, Principal
bkesecker@aacps.org

Important Upcoming Dates
March 2 - Vision and Hearing Screening for Pre-K, K and those
new to AACPS
March 2 - Winter Band and Strings Concert
March 7 - Conferences - 2 Hour Late Arrival
March 8 - Conferences - 2 Hour Early Dismissal
March 9 - MISA Testing - 5th Grade - AM and PM
March 9 - Kindness Celebration Grades Pre-K to 4
March 10 - MISA Testing - 5th Grade - AM and PM
March 11 - Kindness Celebration Grade 5
March 22 - Vision and Hearing Re-screening
March 30 - Unity Day - 2 Hour Early Dismissal

Conferences
Spring Conferences will take place on Monday, March 7 from 8:05
to 10:25 and on Tuesday, March 8 from 1:40 to 3:40. If you have
not yet received a conference invitation and would like to meet,
please contact your student's teacher for a date and time.
As a reminder, Monday is a two-hour delay and Tuesday is a two-hour early dismissal.

MCAP MISA Testing - Grade 5
only
Students in 5th grade will participate in MCAP MISA testing on
March 9 and 10. Please kindly refrain from making
appointments on these days. Testing will begin at 9:30 in the
morning and resume in the afternoon at 2:00. Students who are
late will not be admitted to the testing session and will be
placed in a make-up group. We encourage you to please ensure
your student is on time those days.

All students in Grades 3 to 5 will participate in the Math and
English Language Arts MCAP testing in May.

ON-LINE CLUB OPPORTUNITIES GRADES 3 TO 5

Families with students in Grades 3-5 are invited to request
enrollment in the next session of a Future Makers STEM Club and
the spring 2022 Online Book Club.
Each of these synchronous virtual clubs will be led by an AACPS instructor recruited by the
Office of Advanced Co-Curricular Programs. Space is limited, thus, if requests exceed the
grade-level limit for either club, a lottery will be initiated to determine enrollment.
Please see the letters below detailing more information about each club.

pdf

Parent Letter Online Book Club.pdf

Download
187.6 KB

Spirit Wear
Orders for Spirit Wear are now being taken. You can access the
order form on our website.
https://www.aacps.org/Page/4345
The flyer may also be accessed below.
Hurry, the time to order is coming to close.
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From The Health Room
The goal of the School Health Services team is to return
students to class as quickly as possible so the students can
continue their education. The purpose of the Health Room is to
provide care for acutely ill and injured students, provide
emergency services and administer medications required
during school hours. According to CDC guidelines, a “well”
student should not sit in the Health Room, risking exposure to
communicable disease from and “ill” child. To decrease the
amount of class time that is missed due to unnecessary visits,
it is important to encourage self-care when possible. I just
wanted to clarify what to send/not to send to the Health Room.

Teachers will not send students to the Health Room for:
Minor cuts and scrapes can be washed by the student and
a band-aid applied in the classroom. Simple injuries
(papercut, scrape knee, scratch…etc.) can be easily cared
for in the classroom using self-care. Minor nosebleeds
can be cared for in the classroom.
Minor bumps that are not bothering the student do not
need to come to the Health Room—our main goal is to
minimize classroom disruptions for all students.
Students that have had a bathroom accident or need a
change of clothes—non health-related issues should be
handled in the classroom.
Red eyes without drainage-- we don’t send home red eyes
unless they are draining.
Sneezing, running or stuffy noses without other
complaints
Chapped lips and dry skin—students are allowed to bring
unmedicated lip balm and lotion to school.
Teachers will always send students to the Health Room for:
Brain-jarring head injuries when they happen
Cuts that are particularly deep or will not stop bleeding
with minor pressure
Chest pain or trouble breathing IMMEDIATELY .
Only send headaches and stomachaches AFTER they have
tried eating, drinking water, using the restroom, and resting
for 30 minutes.
Itchy eyes AFTER they wipe their face and eyes with cool
water without relief
Students with diabetes that are not feeling will, with an
escort
Some Other Things to Note:
Any student or staff who accesses the Health Room is
required to wear a mask.

School Health Positions
Just like all other health care facilities, school health is in need. The Anne Arundel County
Department of Health is seeking RN’s, LPN’s and health assistants to provide health services
for students in Anne Arundel County Public Schools for the upcoming school year. See the
flyer below for more information.
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Out of Area Transfers
The Out of Area transfer process begins March 1. Requests for
out of area are sent to the Principal of the requested school. All
requests must be submitted by May 1. For more information
about the Out of Area transfer process please use this link:
https://www.aacps.org/outofarea

Need to Pick up Early?
Please email your teacher and the office at
lmcpheron@aacps.org if your student will be dismissing early.
This makes an appointment with the office for you to access
the school. You can reach the office at (410) 222-6450.

Building Access
We continue to limit access to the building, including the front
office. The office will be open from 8 to 4 Monday through Friday.
Prior to coming to the building, please make an appointment by
calling the office at 410-222-6450.
If you need to drop something off, such as a forgotten lunch bag
or instrument, we will continue to ask you to use the basket placed outside the front door.
Simply ring the bell to let us know that you have left an item.
Because access to the building is limited for the time being, our need for volunteers will also
be greatly reduced. We thank you in advance for your understanding.

PTA
Fort Smallwood is fortunate to have a supportive, active, and
robust PTA. Please consider joining the PTA. The application
link can be found here:

https://2021-2022-pta-membership.cheddarup.com
The PTA is limiting their cash transactions. Please consider
paying by credit card or check whenever possible.

Vision and Mission
Our vision, to have each and every student achieve his or her
individual potential in a safe, positive, and nurturing environment;
and our mission to create a rich educational environment where
every student will succeed and become a responsible, caring
citizen will only be achieved by creating thoughtful, studentcentered, standards-based, learning experiences that are facilitated by a group of caring
teachers.

NON-DISCRIMINATION NOTICE - NOTICE OF POLICY @
AACPS
Anne Arundel County Public Schools NON-DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICE:
Anne Arundel County Public Schools prohibits discrimination in its educational programs, and
in employment, on the basis of actual or perceived race, color, religion, national origin, sex,
age, marital status, sexual orientation, genetic information, gender identity, or disability. This
prohibition pertains to enrollment in courses and program offerings, participation in schoolsponsored activities, hiring, promotion, compensation, job classification, assignment, and all
other functions and activities of the school system affecting either its student population or
its employees.
For inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies, please contact:
2644 Riva Rd., Annapolis, MD 21401
410-222-5286 or 410-222-5279 (fax)
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