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Eastport Halloween Celebration
On, Wednesday, October 31st, students and staff
here at Eastport Elementary celebrated Halloween!
Students dressed up as their favorite Storybook
Character. The Halloween Parade was a huge
success later in the afternoon. We ended the day
with classroom parties.

Principal’s Perspective
Greetings!
November is an important month. Students will receive their first
report card on Tuesday, November 20. Please review your child’s report
card with them. This is a wonderful time to provide positive feedback to
your student or to set goals for improvement. Please contact your child’s
teacher if you need ideas for providing support at home.
Eastport has been enjoying a reduction in discipline referrals this year.
Please continue to support this trend with your student by discussing safe,
respectful and responsible behavior. We have also instituted a new
character education program that aligns with the attributes of the IB
Learner Profile. During September our focus was on teaching “The Big
Three” (Safe, Respectful, and responsible). In October we focused on
being a good communicator and in November we are going to focus on being
open-minded.
Each week, each class chooses the student that consistently
demonstrated the focus behavior. These students have their picture on the
hallway board, are honored with a sash to wear for the week, and appear
on our closed circuit TV. All of the students that earned star status are
invited to a breakfast at the end of the month. Please ask your student
each week to identify the focus behavior and discuss ways in which they can
demonstrate the behavior trait of the month.
Best wishes for a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday.
Sincerely,
Susan Gallagher
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Welcome to our World & Culture Language Class- French!
We have started our new EEE program here at Eastport and we’re all very excited! I will be seeing your
child once a week for an hour. Here are some of the elements that will be addressed in our classroom.
Our focus is on Project Based Learning (PBL), a teaching method in which students gain knowledge
and skills by working for an extended period to investigate and respond to an authentic, engaging and
complex question, problem, or challenge. We will be doing this as we also learn about different cultures and
the French language. In the PBL model, Essential Project Design Elements include the following:
Key Knowledge, Understanding, and Success Skills - The project is focused on student learning goals, including
standards-based content and skills such as critical thinking/problem solving, collaboration, and
self-management.
Challenging Problem or Question - The project is framed by a meaningful problem to solve or a question to
answer, at the appropriate level of challenge.
Sustained Inquiry - Students engage in a rigorous, extended process of asking questions, finding resources,
and applying information.
Authenticity - The project features real-world context, tasks and tools, quality standards, or impact – or speaks
to students’ personal concerns, interests, and issues in their lives.
Student Voice & Choice - Students make some decisions about the project, including how they work and what
they create.
Reflection - Students and teachers reflect on learning, the effectiveness of their inquiry and project activities,
the quality of student work, obstacles and how to overcome them.
Critique & Revision - Students give, receive, and use feedback to improve their process and products.
Public Product - Students make their project work public by explaining, displaying and/or presenting it to
people beyond the classroom.
Our kick-off units for PreK-2 is Hats Off, where the students learn about different types of hats and their
parts and purposes. Students in grades Pre-K will then design a hat that represents themselves, and students in
grades 1 and 2 will work together to design a hat to serve a purpose or solve a problem.
The theme for students in grades 3-5 is What Do You Do With an Idea? where we will be answering the
question “What big ideas do I have that would improve our world?”
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. Looking forward to a great year!
- Lauren Rakvic

Join us for the Mighty Milers track meet on Tuesday,
November 13th at 4:00 p.m. at Annapolis High School. More
than 330 3rd through 5th graders from 11 Annapolis area
elementary schools will run a mile along side USNA
Marathon Team guest coaches to wrap up their six week
running program.
Eastport Elementary has a Mighty Miler team. Come cheer them on!

