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“On February 7, 2018, the Board of Education adopted A A CPS’ 

new Strategic Plan, which charts the course of the school system 

through 2023. The goal of this strategic plan is to ensure that 

every student meets or exceeds standards as achievement gaps 

are eliminated. This new Strategic Plan acknowledges and builds 

upon our past successes and challenges and looks forward to 

consider a future where our students will live, work, and lead - a 

future that can only be imagined at the present time.”  
 

As Visual Arts Educators, we will need to use the Strategic Plan as a dynamic 
blueprint to guide our work to meet the needs of our students through a 
deeper, wider, more inclusive, and more diverse education in art. We will need 
to break out in exciting new directions. Break away from the comfortable. 
Break through to meet the real needs, 
interests, and challenges of our students.  

 

If you have not already, please take some 
time to review the new Strategic Plan which 
identifies our driving values over the next five 
years, and sets the stage for achieving student 
success.  Go to:  https://www.aacps.org/
Page/5547 

 

I thank you for your passion and your creative 
leadership! 

 

Relationships. Rigor. Readiness. 
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Many students participated in Deale 
Elementary' s annual Art Show "Meet 
the Masters", a showcase of famous 
artists. 
All students, K-5th, created 2 pieces of 
art work (total- 520 pieces) which were 
displayed in the Media Center on 
December 13th, 2017. 
 
Julie Braithwait, Art Teacher collaborates with our Media 
teacher, Mrs. Bischoff, each year. The students researched an 
artist and wrote a report which was then translated into a 
200+ photo power point display that families could view at & 
during the evening show. 

  

Deale Elementary' s Annual Art Show 

ABOVE— SAMPLES OF 

STUDENT WORK FROM 

DEAL ELEMENTARY 

Check us out on Twitter 

@AACPSVisualArts 

Let Us Know… 

Have news to share? Email your submissions to 
crwhitehead@aacps.org. 

mailto:crwhitehead@aacps.org.?subject=ArtSplash%20Submission
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“Just wanted to share this amazing display that the art 
teacher, Amy Degenhard, developed with the art 
students at Jones Elementary.  It is amazing! My 
picture doesn’t capture it all!” 

Patricia S Keffer 
Principal  

Jones Elementary 
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New Color on the Cape 

Students and a resident artist at Cape St. Claire Elementary finished up and installed 
a new mural at the beginning of this year. Here are some articles from some local 
newspapers: 

http://www.severnaparkvoice.com/school-youth/students-raise-environmental-
awareness-collaborative-mural 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/anne-arundel/ac-cm-around-
broadneck-0925-story.html   

Congratulations to Art Teacher 

Shelby Morris and the art students 
of Cape St. Claire. 

Spotted @ Jones Elementary 

http://www.severnaparkvoice.com/school-youth/students-raise-environmental-awareness-collaborative-mural
http://www.severnaparkvoice.com/school-youth/students-raise-environmental-awareness-collaborative-mural
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/anne-arundel/ac-cm-around-broadneck-0925-story.html
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/anne-arundel/ac-cm-around-broadneck-0925-story.html
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Congratulations to Art Teacher 
Emily Pfeifer and the art 
students of Fort Smallwood    
Elementary for creating these 
wonderful murals.  
 
The first (pictured RIGHT) is 
composed of gems and crystals 
painted by 4th graders. Students 
learned about geology, analogous 
colors, and the artist, Kurt Pio.   

Two Murals Brightening Fort Smallwood 

RIGHT—DETAIL PHOTO FROM 

STUDENT GEOLOGY MURAL 

As part of their Recycle.More.Often campaign, the Anne 
Arundel County Department of Public Works’ Recycling 
Division sponsored a Recycling in 3-D Sculpture Contest for 
middle school students.  
 

Trishelle Weed—8th grade student at Old Mill Middle South  
(pictured Right) - was awarded the grand prize. According 
to Visual Art teacher Alicia Tester, “Trishelle is a STEM 
student, loves art, and wants to be an engineer. “  
 

The Recycling in 3-D Sculpture Contest challenges students 
to lend their creative talents to the noble cause of recycling. 
To participate, students had to use recyclables from their homes to create a sculpture 
depicting either a winter holiday or activity to portray. Participants were encouraged to use 
one to two weeks worth of recyclable materials to show the volume of recyclables produced 
by their households.                                                    www.facebook.com/annearundelrecycling 

The second mural was inspired by the 
street artist, Kelsey Montague's, 
#whatliftsyou murals. Each Fort 
Smallwood first grader made a feather 
using tints and shades.  

Art Recycled 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fannearundelrecycling&data=01%7C01%7Cajtester%40aacps.org%7Cc12c2e9aec164a5d2bcd08d5698d96cd%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0&sdata=LECr2Oq7MvNKV6DkWYUAEuCjKLDYPjLpqEVFn16
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The Corkran Middle School Digital Palette and Advanced Digital Palette students hosted a 
Photoshop workshop for staff members at Corkran who wanted to learn Photoshop. The 
kids sat one-on-one with staff members to teach 
them some basics of Photoshop, and walk them 
through a project or two. 
 

“It was awesome! The kids had a great time, but when I 
asked them how teaching was, they said things like, "It 
was really frustrating!" I told them that was them one 
on one with a staff member, in class it is me with 35 of 
them. So it really gave them a better appreciation for 
their teachers. 
 
The staff members loved it! They were all so excited 
with their artwork, most want the images printed out. 
Staff didn't realize how challenging Photoshop can be, 
so they really have a better understanding now of how 
difficult teaching Digital Palette can be. The staff said 
they had a much better appreciation of what happens in 
art & appreciate the final Digital Palette projects they 
see displayed around the school because now they 
know how difficult Photoshop can be! It was a really 
cool experience for everyone. I have already had 
requests to hold another for teachers later in the year, 
and to hold one for students to teach other students as 
well. :) “ 

 
Nicole 
Drummond 
Corkran Middle School- Art Teacher 
Encore Department Chair 

 

Check us out on Twitter 

@AACPSVisualArts 
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Digital Palette Students Share Their Knowledge 

Let Us Know… 

Have news to share? Email your submissions to 
crwhitehead@aacps.org. 

mailto:crwhitehead@aacps.org.?subject=ArtSplash%20Submission
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North County High School has been 
working hard to get more artwork out into 
the community. This year, they partnered 
with Paradise Donuts in Linthicum to 
create small juried exhibitions of student 
work available for sale to the public. The 
first artist's reception was Nov. 30th, and 
was a great success. Art students were 
joined by members of the NCHS band to 
herald the first show. They will have 
exhibitions and receptions each marking 
period to celebrate these student’s work, 
and get it viewed by a larger public! 
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   Sharing the Art 

Brunch and 
Brush a Success  

“North County High 
School’s National Art 
Honor Society and the 
Drama Department held 
a fundraiser this Fall 
called Brunch and Brush. 
It was a huge success. 
NAHS officers and 
teachers taught 
community members 
how to paint winter 
themed works of art, and the drama department helped feed our guests. We'll definitely be 
doing this one again! “ 

Jordyn Roemer 
Art Department Chair 
NAHS Advisor 
North County High School 
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South River Students Accepted as Museum Makers 

Congratulations to two of South River High School art students, 

Melissa Harvey  and Elina Baltins, for being  accepted into the 
National Gallery of Art’s  Museum Makers Exploring Art and 
Museums (formerly High School Seminar). 
 
 
The Museum Makers program brings together students with an 
affinity for art to: make conversation, make meaning, make art, make 
choices, make friends, and make a community. Museum makers are 
also the people whose job it is to operate the museum and share what 
it has to offer. Museum makers value creativity, exploring, learning, 
affirming, and expanding who they can be. Museums come to life 
when people interact with art and each other. The program culminates 
with student-led public talks in the galleries and an exhibition of each 

This Fall, Central Middle School and South River High School went on their vertical 

teaming STEM field trip to the Maryland Zoo in Baltimore. Students from Mrs. 

Frantzich’ s National Junior Arts Honor Society and Mrs. Littig’s National Art honor 

Society teamed up to answer riddles, create animal sketches, and make a mythological 

creature.  

     Artists and Animals 

Check us out on Twitter 

@AACPSVisualArts 
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Art Teacher’s Road to Halloween Wars 

We want to hear from you. How has visual journaling been working for you 

and your students? Try this journaling prompt and please share your results 

with us at crwhitehead@aacps.org. 

Below is an excerpt from Blackburg Belle at  http://www.blacksburgbelle.com 

“My art journal gives me freedom to express my creativity without bounds, because I know that I don’t have 

to share it with anyone. I know that whatever I produce, whether it’s good or bad, is for my eyes only. If I’m 

working on a canvas and my inner critic starts mocking me, telling me that I’m not good enough, that no one 

will appreciate my art, I simply work in my art journal for a little while. My inner critic isn’t allowed near that 

journal.” 

Journaling Prompt: I have combined two of Blacksburg's Journaling Prompts (26 and 40)  
 First, fill your art journal page with all the things your inner critic says such as, “You’re not good 
enough. You’ll never be anybody special.” Then paint over the words until they’re not visible.   
 Next, think about something you’ve always wanted to do but you’ve been too afraid to 
do. Draw a mountain and write your fear on one side and then what your life would be like if 
you could overcome that fear on the other side.  

 
South River High School art teacher—Nancy 
Baker— and her artwork were featured on the 
Food Channel’s Halloween Wars Season 7 this 
past October.  You can see Episode 1 A 
Hitchhikers Worst Nightmare on re-runs on 
Food Network, OR you can watch the full 
episode on the Food Network website. 

 

See More—interview with local CBS News... 

http://baltimore.cbslocal.com/video/3741696 

 

Christopher’s Sketchbook Challenge:  

LEFT—FORMER AACPS TEACHER FRANK REAVER AND NANCY 

BAKER AT SOUTH RIVER HIGH AT DISNESY’S THOR  RAGNAROK 

PROMOTION IN NEW YORK 

Congratulations Nancy! 

ABOVE RIGHT—NANCY BAKER AT SOUTH RIVER HIGH ON FOOD 

NETWORK’S HALLOWEEN WARS 

mailto:crwhitehead@aacps.org?subject=Visual%20Journals
http://www.blacksburgbelle.com/2010/10/50-art-journal-prompts/
http://baltimore.cbslocal.com/video/3741696-coffee-with-nancy-baker/
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 Blackout Poetry 

Blackout poetry (also known as “found poetry”) is a great way to 
incorporate literacy into your visual arts classroom! It’s a great activity for 
students to reinforce identifying the main idea or central idea of text.  
 
As defined by Common Core… 
Central/Main Idea:  The author’s most important idea or the 
cognitive catalyst for the creation of his work.  Idea - Any 
conception existing in the mind as a result of mental 
understanding, awareness, or activity. 
 
A blackout poem is when a poet takes a marker (or other arts 
materials) to already established text–like in a newspaper, article, or 
book–and starts redacting words until a poem is formed. The key 
thing with a blackout poem is that the text AND redacted text form a 
sort of visual poem. 

 
Steps to Complete a Blackout Poem 
1. Read the entire text and determine the main idea. What is the 
text trying to communicate? 
2. Scan the page for anchor words. An anchor word is one word 
on the page that stands out to you because it is packed and 
loaded with meaning and significance. Starting with an anchor 
word is important because it helps you to imagine the possible 
themes and topics for your poem. 
3. Read the page and use a pencil to lightly 
circle words or phrases that connect to the 

anchor word and resonate with you. Avoid circling more than 
three words in a row.  

4. From top to bottom, left to write, review the circled words. 
Eliminate words until you have selected the final words for 
your poem.  

5. Create an illustration or design to the page of text that 
connects to your poem. Be very careful not to draw over the 
circled words you selected for your final poem.  
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Supporting Common Core Literacy Skills in the Visual Arts Classroom 

   Lacey Sheppard    
Arts Integration Specialist  
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Click poster for more details 

Maryland Art Education Association  

 

This Fall, AACPS and the Maryland Art Education Association 
distributed the MAEA District Awards at a ceremony at the 
Walters Art Gallery in Baltimore. 
 

Sharon Littig  (Left) – South River High School 

Award: Maryland Art Education – 

AACPS District Recognition for Career 

High School Teacher 

 

 

Dana Henstrand  (Right) – Oak Hill Elementary 

Award: Maryland Art Education 

– AACPS District Recognition for 

Career Elementary School 

Teacher 

 

Gillian Conner – Central Special 

Award: Maryland Art Education – 

AACPS District Recognition for 

Career Elementary School Teacher 
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Check Out the MAEA Gazette 
for more information. 

The MAEA website: marylandarted.org 

http://marylandarted.org/newsletter.html
http://marylandarted.org/
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Arlington Echo Summer Art Enrichment Programs: 

Registration is NOW OPEN!!!! 
Every summer students from all over the county converge on Arlington 
Echo Outdoor Education Center for 4 days of exciting art making under 
the direction of some of the county’s top teachers. Students enjoy their 

time in the beautiful setting of Arlington Echo creating art and making new friends. In 
addition, students enjoy swimming, canoeing, and a water carnival. Transportation and 
lunch are available daily. 
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Natural Connections 
Creating Art in Nature  

For students entering: Grades 7-9 
Dates July 30 – Aug. 2 
Time: 9:00 A.M-3: 30 P.M. 

Art Trek 
Artistic Nature 
For students entering: Grades 3-6 
Dates July 30—Aug. 2 
Time: 9:00 A.M.-3:30 P.M. 

Applications are due by May 4th 

  

 Go to http://www.arlingtonecho.org/ Registration Fees and Forms. Questions?     

  Contact Christopher Whitehead—Camp Director at crwhitehead@aacps.org.  

http://www.arlingtonecho.org/
mailto:crwhitehead@aacps.org
mailto:nbaker@aacps.org
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Maryland Artist Anonymous : Art By Art Teachers 

Artist’s Group 
Designed for the 
Working Art 
Teacher 
Want to make more 
artwork, but just can’t find 
the time? Ever wish there 
was a group of artists that 
you could work on and 
discuss your personal art 
with? Maryland Artist 
Anonymous (MDAA)  is a 
group of working art 
teachers that make time to 
create, critique, discuss and 
exhibit their personal 
artwork. All AACPS art 
teachers are welcome to 
participate. MDAA meets 
once a month to focus on 
their personal art work, 
either in free studio time or 
in workshops. No “school 
house talk” allowed—just 
come work on your art with 
a group of your fellow 
artists. The MDAA art 
exhibit “Group Dynamic” 
will be displayed at the 
Chesapeake Arts Center 
during the month of March 
2018.  

Free reception open to the public on Thursday March 8th. 
If interested in making art with MDAA contact  crwhitehead@aacps.org  
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mailto:crwhitehead@aacps.org
mailto:nbaker@aacps.org
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IMPORTANT DATES: 

Many Ways of Seeing Exhibit 
 Elem. @ The  Walters 

Due Feb. 23 
Exhibit Run March 13-25 
Reception March 18 1-3pm 

 Secondary @ BoEd. 
Due Feb. 23 
Exhibit Run March 6-19 

Youth Art Month is March 
 See your Exhibit Chair for 

details 
Senior Show 

Due April 4 
Exhibit Run April 5-18 
Reception April 10 6:30-7:30 
Strike April 19 

Visual Arts Office Staff  
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Eleni Dykstra 
Coordinator of Visual Arts 
410-222-5450 
edykstra@aacps.org 
 
Christopher Whitehead 
Visual Arts Teacher Specialist 
410-222-5449 
crwhitehead@aacps.org 
 
Lacey Sheppard 
Arts Integration Specialist 
410-224-7640 
lmsheppard@aacps.org 
 
Mary E Davis 
Administrative Assistant 
410-222-5450 
medavis@aacps.org 

Congratulations to Yaela G. (Monarch 

Academy),  Hailey N. (Hilltop Elementary), and Levi B. 
(Millersville Elementary) for having their artwork featured in 
the MAEA Winter 2018 Gazette Newsletter.  

Office Highlights: 

Mary’s Corner      
Did you know?... 

Many Ways – Everyone should have 
received an email regarding the 
Many Ways Exhibit.  Every teacher should submit 
one piece to the Visual Arts Office by February 
23.  All artwork being displayed in exhibits should 
have the AACPS label adhered to the front, bottom 
right hand corner, directly under/in-line with the 
artwork – NOT the bottom right of the mat 
board.  Please print the label using your Dymo 
label maker.  Labels should not be printed on 
paper and then glued/taped to the mat board.  An 
artist statement should accompany the 
artwork.  Please work with your student to correct 
any spelling or grammar errors.  For a sample 
artist statement, please refer to the email that you 
received at the end of January. 

*Please remember to check the students’ emergency cards 
to ensure there is permission to showcase any artwork 
images outside of your school. If you have any questions or 
need additional Velcro or labels, please feel free to contact 
me in the Visual Arts Office.  

mailto:edykstra@aacps.org
mailto:crwhitehead@aacps.org
mailto:lmsheppard@aacps.org
mailto:medavis@aacps.org

