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Vision Statement 
 

Crofton Woods 

Elementary is a 

respectful, 

responsible 

community providing 

engaging 

experiences and 

inspiring tomorrow’s 

leaders to discover, 

integrate, and grow. 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Message 

Not Your Grandmother's Test 

 

We were thrilled to have so many grandparents and special friends right here at school last 

week learning along with our boys and girls.  It was an awesome day and so beneficial for old 

and young alike!  Some of our teachers had the students ask their special friends how school 

was different when they were boys and girls.  One of the things that would be most surprising 

is the type of tests that the boys and girls take these days.  The PARCC assessment is very 

different than what we, or our parents, took as kids. ‘Back in the day’, we took tests like the 

Iowa Basics or the California Test of Basic Skills, with their multiple choice questions where 

one was right, one was wrong, and two were pretty close. MSA came along and changed that, 

giving kids four choices that were all viable but only one response that is “best” along with 

those good ‘ole BCRs where the students had to explain their thinking with evidence from the 

text.  Now PARCC comes along and kids not only have to identify the best answer, but also 

identify the text that best supports their answers in a “Part A; Part B” format.  They are required 

to “drag and drop” information into organizers, electronically.  On top of that, they also have to 

read two different but related texts and write (type) longer responses either comparing or using 

information from both texts. In fact, all students grades 3 and up will take the test 

electronically… no more paper and pencils!  Like I said, not your grandmother’s test!  

 

Speaking of PARCC we are launching the first set of PARCC assessments at the very end of 

this month and into May.  This year, all students in grades 3, 4 and 5 will be taking the PARCC 

assessment online.   The first group to take the assessment is 5th grade, beginning with 5th 

grade on April 30th and every day that week; followed by 4th grade beginning May 7th, and 

then 3rd grade May 14th to 16th for Language Arts and May 21st and 22nd for Math. The time 

for each of the sessions is between 70-90 minutes of actual testing and will run in the mornings 

for Language Arts and in two sessions of Math, one in the morning and one in the afternoon.  

Our assumption is that there will be no weather delays in May, but if that unlikely occurrence 

happens, we will adjust the schedule accordingly.  Wanna’ see what PARCC is like?  You can 

try the practice tests HERE.  They aren’t the real deal but they will give you insight into the 

types of items the kids will see.  We would ask that you please not make any doctor’s 

appointments or schedule avoidable absences during your child’s testing week.  While there 

are make up times available, it’s not the ideal.  In fact, if your child is absent or late, we will be 

calling you if we aren’t sure where they are, so please keep the teachers informed.    

 

While our student’s grandparents might be surprised at the tests our kids take these days, our 

students will not be.  Our students have practiced all the things they need to know, both 

academically and technologically, and while it’s not their grandmother’s type of test, it is our 

kids’ type of test, and we are confident that they are going to do VERY WELL!  

Have an awesome April! 

Principal  Birus 
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https://www.aacps.org/Page/887
https://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/


 

 

 

 

 

Temper Tantrums 

 Elementary age children have more stress in their lives than most parents 
realize.  When they don’t have the skills to cope with stress, they resort to 
toddler-style outbursts and crying fits. 

 To minimize your child’s temper tantrums, first figure out what leads to this 
behavior.  Help your child avoid situations that lead to stress. 

 When your child has a meltdown, suggest that your child: 

  -Talk it out. Help your child become more self-aware.  Note when your  child 
is having a bad day.  Help your child “name” the feelings experienced. 

  -Take time out.  Remove your child from the situation for a five minute 

 “breather”.  Let your child return when he/she feels composed and can talk. 

  -Use calming techniques.  Teach your child to breathe deeply, slowly   
 while counting to 10. Have your child dribble a ball, pet  an animal, or say “I 
 can work through this”. 

 -Throw it out.  Have your child write or draw angry feelings on  paper. They 
have your child was the paper up and “toss it away”. 

 
Decreasing the stress will decrease the tantrums (for you and your child :)! 

 

Counselor’s Corner    
Mrs. Angie Martin    
ammartin2@aacps.org  

 

 

 

 

 

April 2 

School Closed - Spring Break 

 

April 4 

Kindergarten Registration Begins 

 

April 5 

Class Picture day 

 

April 6 

Family Movie Night 

Field Trips: 

~ 5th Grade to Newseum 

~ 4/G, 4/M, & 4/H to  

Londontown Gardens 

 

April 9 

PTA Meeting 

 

April 10 

Field Trips: 

~ 3/B, 3/A & 1/2 3/H to Visionary 

Art Museum 

~ 4/K & 4/F to Londontown 

Gardens 

 

April 11 & 12 

2hr Early Dismissal  

End of 3rd marking period 

 

April 13 

Field Trip: 

3/K, 3/M & 1/2 3/H to Visionary Art 

Museum 

 

April 17 

2hr Early Dismissal  

   Professional Development 

 

April 20 

Report Card Distribution 

 

April 21 

Fun Fair 11am-3pm 

 

Grandparents/Special 

Friends Day was a 

great success!  Thank 

you all the 

Grandparents and 

Special Friends (over 

375) who came and 

made the day 

wonderful.  A special thank you to all of our 

wonderful parent volunteers, we couldn't do 

it without you!  



A message from the School Nurse 

Spring has finally sprung! It's time get outside and enjoy the great outdoors. Put away those devices and turn 
"screen time" into "play outside time!". Here are a few tips from the American Academy of Pediatrics;  

 Set limits and encourage playtime. Media use, like all other activities, should have reasonable limits. 

Unstructured and offline play stimulates creativity. Make unplugged playtime a daily priority, especially for very 
young children. And—don't forget to join your children in unplugged play whenever possible. 

 Create tech-free zones. Keep family mealtimes, other family and social gatherings, and children's bedrooms 

screen free. Turn off televisions that you aren't watching, because background TV can get in the way of face-to-
face time with kids. Recharge devices overnight—outside your child's bedroom to help children avoid the 
temptation to use them when they should be sleeping. These changes encourage more family time, healthier 
eating habits, and better sleep, all critical for children's wellness. 

 Don't use technology as an emotional pacifier. Media can be very effective in keeping kids calm and quiet, 

but it should not be the only way they learn to calm down. Children need to be taught how to identify and handle 
strong emotions, come up with activities to manage boredom, or calm down through breathing, talking about 
ways to solve the problem, and finding other strategies for channeling emotions. 

Be a good role model. Teach and model kindness and good manners online. Because children are great 

mimics, limit your own media use. In fact, you'll be more available for and connected with your children if you're 

interacting, hugging and playing with them rather than simply staring at a screen. 

Nadia Krenelka R.N. 

Family Movie Night! 

The Lego Batman Movie 

Friday, April 6 

Doors open at 6:00pm 

Movie starts at 6:30pm 

Snacks/water will be available. 

Feel free to bring your own 

blankets/chairs/dinner, etc. 

Sponsored by 

PTA Connections Committee 



Absence Notes 

Please make sure that 

all absence notes 

include: 

 Student’s Legal 
Name 

 Homeroom 
Teacher’s Name 

Date and Reason 
for Absence. 

 

May 4:  5th Grade Panoramic picture 

  Skate Night 5-7 

May 7: PTA Meeting 

May 9: Field Trip - 1st Grade Skate Zone 

May 10: Field Trip - 2nd Grade to ASO 

May 11: Interims sent home 

May 21&22: Kindergarten Conferences 

May 22: Kindergarten Orientation  

May 23: Vision & Hearing Screening 

May 24: Chorus Concert 7pm 

May 25: Field Trip - Kindergarten to Clarks Elioak Farm 

May 28: School Closed -  Memorial Day 

May 30: Field Trip - 1st grade to Washington Zoo 

May 31: Band & Strings Concert 6:30pm 

 Kindergarten 

Registration 

Begins April 4th 

 

Seeking String Students who would like to showcase 

their special talents at the spring Fun Fair 

The CWES Fun Fair is scheduled for Saturday, April 21st  from 11 am 

until 3 pm and we would like to have some string students perform a 

piece during the Fun Fair. If your child is interested in performing, please 

contact Sara Dubsky via email (sara_bamford@hotmail.com) no later 

than April 6th to coordinate.   

mailto:sara_bamford@hotmail.com





