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Vision Statement 
 

Crofton Woods 

Elementary is a 

respectful, 

responsible 

community providing 

engaging 

experiences and 

inspiring tomorrow’s 

leaders to discover, 

integrate, and grow. 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Message 
 

“We’re Better Together” 

 What an amazing summer! I don’t know about you all, but I blinked and July was 

completely over...now it’s August!  Wow!  I hope you have had some opportunity in between 

raindrops to hang out with your kids (with no homework involved), relaxing some, enjoying summer 

foods, and reconnecting with family and friends. It has been a busy summer here at the Woods and we 

are gearing up for the return of our teachers and our wonderful students!  Can’t wait!    

 At Crofton Woods, our staff is always cognizant that the things we do every day, and the boys and 

girls with whom we connect, will effect and literally change the future. We know that our partnership 

and connection to you is essential in what we do with kids. Speaking of connecting… you may have 

already gotten a hint of our new theme.  Our school motto is Discover, Integrate and Grow and it 

continues to drive what we do,  Last year we focused on the “grow”, and this year we will be focusing 

on “integration”,  which seems appropriate for the goals that are outlined for this coming school year. 

Throughout this school year we want to insure that all of our students feel connected and accepted as 

part of the Crofton Woods community, that we are integrating the arts with academics to enhance the 

learning of both, and that we are using the power of connections and collaboration to insure that every 

student is learning at maximum levels.  This school was founded in 1970 with the notion that 

collaboration, engagement, and relationships enhance learning.  That’s a philosophy that hasn’t 

changed since then, and I hope it never will.  Integrating and connecting to others, to other disciplines, 

and to other ideas and perspectives can truly make what we do even better!  So… at Crofton Woods… 

We’re Better Together!  

 There have been a few physical changes here at Crofton Woods this summer!  Our numbers are 

certainly still high, and at this writing we are expecting 738 of our beautiful little Woodchucks to arrive 

(that’s up from the 726 we started with last year), all eager to learn and connect.  We have also been 

continuing to update some of the interior areas, making sure that Crofton Woods is clean, organized, 

warm and inviting.  We have two new portable classrooms which will hold the STEM lab, and our 

Reading Teachers, Kindergarten TAs, and ESOL, who will have the other “cottage”.  We know that a 

great physical plant can really set the tone and combine with great teaching to continue make Crofton 

Woods a place that children feel safe and want to be.  

 We have quite a few new families, and we welcome 16 new staff members from around the county 

and state. We have been so fortunate to have been able to have hired from among the best in 

Maryland.  Each one is bringing new ideas and energy to our school!  It is so true that our students, our 

staff and our parents are all like the pieces of a puzzle, each one is beautiful but together we make a 

complete picture!   We are truly BETTER TOGETHER!   

Mrs. Birus 
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Have you considered MyPaymentsPlus™ for your child’s 

lunch account? 

Even if you don’t make payments online, all parents are 

encouraged to create a MyPaymentsPlus™ account in order 

to: 

• View cafeteria balances anytime, from anywhere 

• See what your child is purchasing in the cafeteria 

• Set up alerts so you know when the balance is low 

• Make payments to your child’s cafeteria account, 

online or with the MyPaymentsPlus™ mobile app 

Signing up is FREE and easy! 

• Visit www.mypaymentsplus.com 

• Click “Register a free account” 

• Add your children using their Student ID Number 

 

 

 

August 30 

New Family Orientation 1pm 

Sneak A Peek 2pm 

 

September 4 

Schools open for grades 1-5 

 

September 4 & 5 

Kindergarten Conferences 

 

September 6, 7 & 10 

Kindergarten staggered 

entrance 

 

September 7 

Skate Night 5-7pm 

 

September 11 

Back to School Night 

First day for all Kindergarten  

 

September 18 

Individual Picture Day 

 

September 19 

School Closed—Yom Kippur 

2018-2019  

  

 Breakfast $1.50  

 Breakfast (reduced)   .00  

 Lunch $2.75  

 Lunch (reduced)    .40  

 Milk – all schools   .55 

https://www2.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome


Absence Notes 

Please make sure that 

all absence notes 

include: 

 Student’s Legal 
Name 

 Homeroom 
Teacher’s Name 

Date and Reason 
for Absence. 

 

 

CV 

 

 

 

 

*1:00 PM, Thursday August 30th 

“New Family Orientation” 

(In the Cafeteria, followed by a 

tour) 

 

*2:00 PM Thursday August 3oth  

“Sneak A Peek at Your Seat” 

(a chance for all students to visit 

their classrooms, bring in supplies, 

and meet your teacher! 

 

AACPS is committed to providing 

safe and secure learning 

environments for all students and 

employees. Successful completion of 

a criminal history background check is required for all 

volunteers, either on or off school property.   

No Dogs  

On School Property 

We love our dogs but they are not permitted on school property as per BOE policy!  

   DO NOT BRING DOGS ONTO SCHOOL PROPERTY! 

Although a dog may be loving and friendly to its owners and family 

members, it can easily turn against strangers and is a liability issue for you, 

as well as a “clean up” issue too.  Pets can remain in the car with adult 

supervision. 

Thank you for you cooperation!  Woof!  

Counselor’s Corner    
Mrs. Angie Martin    

ammartin2@aacps.org  

Going back to school can be a very happy time, but , like every transition, it can also 
produce some anxiety for kids, and for parents!   How can you make sure that going 
back to school is a happy and positive time for your child?  

 Begin to establish a consistent night-time routine before the fist day such as 
cleaning up toys, brushing teeth, getting PJs on, choosing clothes for the next day, 
and a consistent bedtime.   

 Start getting your child up early, allow for a few minutes to wake up, and get a 
healthy breakfast. 

 .Encourage Independence – Let your child do as much for himself as he can; 
getting dressed, gathering items he/she may need for activities, cleaning up, 
brushing teeth, tying shoes.  Completing these tasks can help lead to 
independence in the classroom.  

 Speak positively about coming to school and if you have anxiety, try not to express 
that to your child 

 Offer support and reassurance, chat openly with your child about how he/she is 
feeling. Point out positive aspects of starting school like meeting new friends and 
learning new things.  

Making Back to School a  

Happy Time! 


