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September 2019
Mrs. Dessolene Davis, Principal
Mrs. Stephanie Layden, Assistant
#together
Principal
410-222-5800/Fax 410-222-5802

Dear Families,
Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year! As the new principal at Crofton Elementary, I’ve had a very busy and exciting summer preparing for the
new school year! Our theme for the coming school year is #together! Together with our amazing staff, families and community; we plan to have
an awesome school year. As you know, our amazing faculty and staff have been resting and recharging themselves because they are talented,
dedicated and passionate about working here at Crofton Elementary with our students and community! Your children have so many wonderful
opportunities here at CES academically, socially, and emotionally! Our doors will open to students Tuesday, September 3rd. Our classrooms and
teachers are ready-with open arms and engaging instruction planned!
To prepare for the first weeks of school, here are some helpful reminders:
• The bus loop/car rider drop off and pick up procedures remain the same.
• Doors open for students from 9:05 am to 9:25 AM. No adult supervision is available prior to 9:05 and students should not be left unattended
outside.
• Instruction begins at 9:25 am and dismissal begins at 3:50 pm.
• Please read the newsletter carefully. Changes to birthday celebrations and important information is included.
At Crofton Elementary, we firmly believe that every child and every adult has a responsibility to treat others respectfully and with kindness. If
we all go out of our way to be kind and positive, our school is welcoming for all! I am confident that this is going to be an awesome school
year! If I can support your child in any way, please do not hesitate to reach out. I am available by phone at the school office - (410) 222-5800
and by email at ddavis2@aacps.org.
Respectfully,
Dessolene Davis
The Anne Arundel County Public School System does not discriminate based on race, color, sex, national origin, religion, age, disability, sexual orientation or familial status in matters affecting employment or in providing access to programs.

Mission Statement
School Counselor
410-222-5800

@CroftonESAACPS

Mrs. Heather Webster
hwebster@aacps.org

Crofton Elementary School
Calendar Link

Crofton Elementary
Empowers lifelong learners by using
challenging and engaging instruction in a
Safe, respectful, and culturally
responsive environment

Mary Kate Miller
mkmiller2@aacps.org

Custody Papers
Please be clearly aware
that unless legal papers
are on file in our office
granting custody rights
to a certain parent, we
cannot deny a parent
from signing their child
out of school. If child
custody is an issue in
your family, please
make certain that upto-date custody papers
are on file in your child’s
folder.

Working in collaboration with
students, staff, families and
community,

Secretaries
410-222-5800
School Pledge
Ms. Charm Herring
Principal’s Secretary
Mrs. Frankie Abellano
Attendance & Enrollment Secretary

My future depends on my actions
today, so I will DO my best to BE
my best and BE NICE.

Student
Breakfast (Full Price, All schools) - $1.50

Mrs. Angela Rainey
Secretary

Health Room

Mrs. Dawn Felski
School Nurse
Mrs. Michelle Nesbit
Health Room Assistant/Nurse

2019 — 2020 School Meal Prices

This is a gentle reminder; parking
is limited at Crofton Elementary.
The bus loop is unavailable from
8:30 to 4:30. Please refrain from
parking at the Point Apartments.
We encourage walking and
carpooling when possible.

Lunch (Full Price, Elementary schools) - $2.75
Lunch (Reduced, All Schools) - $.40
Milk, 1/2 Pint, (A la Carte) - $.55
Adult
Breakfast (Full Price, All schools) - $1.90
Lunch (Full Price, Elementary schools) - $3.65

Information to Know
•Visiting Crofton Elementary. Crofton Elementary welcomes parents and guardians to visit our classrooms . We
ask parents to set up a time with the teacher, at least 24 hours in advance, as to not disrupt instruction. We do
require that you check in with the Front Office with your government issued photo ID. You must be on the
student’s Emergency Form in order to visit the school. (Please notify the teacher of your plans to visit ahead of
time by contacting the teacher via e-mail. Their e-mail address is listed on our website.)
In addition, anyone coming to pick up a student during the school day, must present photo ID and be on the
student’s Emergency Form.
•Emergency Contact Information—In an effort to maintain constant contact among parents, school, and Central
Office staff, please make sure we have all current contact information. This includes your phone numbers, your
email address, and any change in persons you wish to have pick up your child in the event of an emergency. If you
have any questions, please contact the Front Office @ 410-222-5800.
•Be sure your child knows what they are to do at dismissal. Keeping the routine as consistent as possible is
best for your child. Please try to have all plans made BEFORE your child comes to school. If your child is staying
after school for an extracurricular activity, make sure that you both are aware of your pick-up plan. Call the
office prior to noon to make a change in dismissal.
•Hug and Hop: Due to concerns regarding student safety, and in line with procedures used across Anne Arundel
County, students will say goodbye to their parents outside the front doors of the school and enter the building
independently, just like the bus riding students. Staff will be in the halls every morning all year long to assist
students who need help managing belongings, carrying supplies or finding their room.
•Instruction begins at 9:25 am. Please have your child here, at their desk, and ready to learn by that time. The
doors open at 8:55 am.
•There is no supervision outside the school building before 9:05 am.
•We dismiss at 3:50 pm. If your child does not ride a bus home from school, please pick them up promptly at
3:40 pm.
•Attendance Policy. There are lawful reasons for absence from school. Whenever your child is absent your must
provide a note of explanation to the school office within 3 days of your child’s return. Absences due to illness in
excess of five consecutive days require a physicians note. Lawful absences include death in the family, illness,
religious holiday, court appearance, suspension from school, and lack of authorized transportation.
•Tardy If your child is arriving after 9:25 a.m., please provide them with a written note and direct them
to the main office for a tardy slip.
•Dogs Are Not Allowed In Our Building or On School Property: We love pets too, but please leave them at
home.
•Do not park or leave your car unattended in the Hug and Hop lane and the Fire lanes.

ACCIDENTS CAN HAPPEN!
It is a good idea, no matter what your
child’s age, to keep an extra set of
clothing in your child’s backpack or
locker. Sometimes accidents happen
at school and they are not always
bathroom related. Children spill milk,
vomit, rip their pants, or slip in the
mud. Waiting for parents to be
located when this happens can result
in embarrassment, discomfort, and
lost class time for your child. Keeping
a change of clothes in the student’s
backpack can also help you to avoid
getting phone calls during your busy
days. We DO NOT stock extra
clothing in the health room. Thank
you for your cooperation!

Birthdays at Crofton Elementary
Recently more and more Crofton Elementary students are reporting food allergies.
In the past we only had to worry about nut allergies but now we have students who
are allergic to diary, eggs, tree nuts, peaches, dyes, wheat, and citrus, as well as
those who are lactose intolerant and who need a gluten-free diet. We also have
several students with diabetes. With that comes the concern of children eating
something that activates their allergies. We have discovered that some
ingredients go by 5 or 6 different names. It is extremely difficult for us to
ensure that treats are safe.
Because of this concern , we have decided that food treats will no longer be
allowed for birthdays. We do understand the importance of birthday celebrations
with friends at school; therefore, we are asking that you send in pencils, erasers,
pencil toppers, stickers or some other non-edible product to help celebrate the
day. Parents can also donate a book, board game or craft kits to the class in honor
of the birthday. Parents can also come for lunch with a treat for the birthday
student, stay and play a game during recess or ask the teacher for a special read
aloud visit to celebrate.
This is a more equitable solution as last year we had many tears shed because
students could not eat food items due to health conditions.
I appreciate your cooperation and understanding in this matter. As a school
community, we are all responsible for keeping our students safe.

Respectfully,
Mrs. Davis

We are excited to welcome back all of our outstanding staff
members and would like to extend a warm welcome to our new
staff members to Crofton Elementary: Stephanie Layden (assistant
principal) Mary Miller (part-time counselor), John Mastandrea (1st
Grade), Brittany Weinstein (3rd Grade), Michelle Parraga (4th
grade), Ratan Sethi (4th grade), Terri Duswalt (ACC1), Allison
Bledsoe (part-time PE), Stephanie Smith (part-time media), Judy
Nabinger (part-time music), Andrew Utz (strings), Laura Melendez
(ESOL), Emily Burley (Reading), Sue Myers (PPW), Dawn Felski
(school nurse), Terry Locust (custodian) We would also like to
welcome Kristin Thompson and Joycelyn Riley who will be longterm substitutes in 1st grade. Lisa Wilson, Jessica Balaguer, Nina
Stein and Karen Whittington will be new TSAs and Janna
McDonough will be a new lunch monitor. Angela Rainey (building
coordinator) and Frankie Abellano (enrollment secretary) have
joined the front office.

Crofton Elementary School is equipped
with a video camera system. It covers
selected interior and exterior public
portions of the building and grounds.
It is NOT monitored constantly, but it is
monitored during emergency
situations. During certain events, when
the safety or security of students may
be in question, authorized personnel
from local, state, or federal police or
fire emergency units may be given
access to view images projected on
the camera system. If you have any
questions about the system, you
should call the Supervisor of School
Security at 410-222-5083.

On Monday, September 30, 2019, your child will bring home a Federal Impact Aid Survey form. Please assist
us by filling out the information requested on the form and:

Elementary Schools – return it to your child’s school Crofton Elementary.
The U.S. Department of Education allows a multiple child form. AACPS has designed a form that will allow
two children’s names for your convenience. Should you have more than two children, please utilize a second
form that you can either obtain from the school or download from the AACPS website at www.aacps.org.
Also, please note that the complete address of the Parent/Guardian’s Employer if they work on Federal
Property, the complete address of the Federal Property on which they work, and each survey form must
be signed and dated by the Parent/Guardian. The Federal Impact Aid Survey form for 2019-2020 will be
available to download on September 30, 2019. We will also be using our Connect-Ed Automated Telephone
Notification System to remind everyone about the significance of completing and returning this survey. The
school system receives approximately $2 million in funding from the Federal government in support of our
children after the forms are processed.
Thank you in advance for your support and assistance. Should you have any questions regarding this
information, please call Angie Smack in the Finance Office at 410-222-5200.

