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Dear Bodkin Families,
It is hard to believe that we have been in school for about a month. Our students have
transitioned from hybrid/virtual to in person learning beautifully. Seeing their smiles,
even under those masks, warms my heart. We are so proud of them and are sure you are
as well. Routines and relationships have been a strong focus as we started school, and
students are working hard and are engaged in learning. Our teachers and families are truly
the glue that makes Bodkin so special. We thank you for jumping right back into early
morning and afternoon routines as well as homework, while still maintaining after-school
activities and family fun.
Even in the hardest times, our families still stepped up to support our school and students.
We had an overwhelming response to volunteering and thanks to everyone who attended
Back-to-School Night. We appreciate the partnership we have with our families. If you
couldn’t attend it’s not too late; let your child’s teacher know and we will share the
information.
COVID-19 sure has taught us many things but teaching us ways to stay healthy has been in
the forefront. We are beginning to have staff and students report positive tests and we
continue to be a team. Please be sure to keep your child home when they are not feeling
well. There is a Family Daily Checklist (attached) you can refer to if you are unsure if your
child should attend school. We thank you for your diligence on having your child(ren) wear
their masks and reminding them to display affection for their friends in different ways
than we did before COVID-19. Thank you so much for your patience when we call for close
contact tracing and the need to quarantine. Please use this link to get COVID19
information link our county has provided to support families during this difficult time.
https://www.aacps.org/coronavirus
We met our primary goal of returning children to in-person learning, but we are not
completely back to “normal.” We continue to social distance to keep us safe, and we are
not scheduling school events that include a large gathering. Unfortunately, this means we
will not have our annual Halloween Parade this year, but we are continuing to make
memories for an in-school fun fall day. Fingers crossed we get back to our normal sooner
than later. We will do what we need to keep our kids safe. Thanks for understanding. Let’s
think outside the box to keep our students making memories even if they look a little
different this year.
Mrs. Nee-Jackson and I know we certainly are Better Together! If you ever have any
questions, please reach out.
Bonnie Myers, Principal
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Bodkin’s Mission is to
create a warm, safe
environment that
nurtures each child’s
academic and social
potential while
promoting
responsibility and
citizenship within a
collaborative
community.

Unity Day –
Oct 20! Make
it ORANGE and
recognize what
makes you
uniquely you.
Teachers will
explore unity
theme of
Identity.

Boodkin Elementary School
Sunday

Monday
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2021
Friday

Saturday
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AACPS Unites: Celebrate Diversity in Literacy
October Theme:
Explore Identity

Harvest for the
Hungry Campaign
October 1November 23
3
Second Step
Unit 1
Lesson 2
Growth Mindset &
Goal Setting

10
Second Step
Unit 1
Lesson 3
Growth Mindset &
Goal Setting

17

4

5

Bulldog of the
Week Celebration

11

18

PTA Online
store closes
tomorrow
7

8

9

13

14

15

16

20

21

22
Last day to
order PTA
Boo Grams

23

29

30

PTA Spirit Store
Closes

Kdg- Field Trip
to Downs Park
9am-2pm

Bulldog of the
Week Celebration

6

2

12
PTA Meeting
6:30pm

19

Bulldog of the
Week Celebration

2-Hour Early
Dismissal

2-Hour Early
Dismissal

Teacher PD

Parent/Teacher
Conferences

PTA Restaurant
Night- Texas
Roadhouse
UNITY DAY-Identity
Wear Orange!

24

25

Second Step
Unit 1
Lesson 4
Growth Mindset &
Goal Setting

Bulldog of the
Week Celebration

26

27

Photo Deadline
for PTA Scavenger
Hunt

28

In-School
Fall Fun Day

SPIRIT WEEK

Halloween 31
For October, our cluster school-wide Second Step theme will focus on Growth Mindset & Goal-Setting
Students learn how to develop a growth mindset and make an effective plan for how to get better at a skill.
The goals of this unit include students being able to:
• Understand that the brain can grow and change
• Improve skills with practice, effort, help from others, and by trying a new way
• Make an effective plan for how to get better at a skill
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~Upcoming Bodkin Events~
October 1 ––– November 23 are the dates
for our virtual food drive! Did you know
that a dollar equals 8 pounds of food? Some
students have taken on additional chores to
earn money to support the Harvest for the
Hungry Campaign! Thank you for donating.
https://63610.thankyou4caring.org/harvest

Parent-Teacher Conferences are
coming SOON

FIFTH GRADERS,

Mark your calendar for Thursday, October 21 and
be on the lookout for additional information in the
next week. Teachers will be reaching out directly to
families. The times slots will be open to all families
on a first come, first-serve basis If you have any
questions, please contact your child’s teacher. We
are looking forward to connecting with you!

Two-Hour Early Dismissal
School will close at 2:00 pm for ALL students:
Wednesday, October 20 (Professional
Development) and Thursday, October 21
(Parent/Teacher Conferences).

The online magnet school application
process opens at noon on October 11,
2021 and closes at noon on November
22, 2021. There are virtual information
nights in October – please visit this link
(https://www.aacps.org/magnet) for
dates, times, and locations to find out
what your Middle School options are.

Parent/Teacher Conferences Are Welcome… Our teachers always welcome
good communication with the parents of our students. However, due to staff meetings, as well
as necessary teacher planning time, SPONTANEOUS conferences in person or on the phone
before or after school are discouraged. You do not have to wait until the conference dates in
October or March to meet with your child’s teacher; however, we are asking you to call in
advance or send in a note with your child to his/her teacher to schedule a conference at a
mutually convenient time.
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~School News~

Say WHAT?!

SEND OUT
THE CONNECT
ED
MESSAGE!!!!!

E X T R E M E Weather Car Rider Process
In the event of extreme weather during car rider dismissal time, the
following procedures will be put into place:
•

“My kid went where with whom?!” So
that we NEVER have that scenario,
we ALWAYS need a signed note
from the parent/guardian when
someone else is to pick up a student.
Listing someone on an emergency
card does not give them free access
to pick up your student whenever.
Without a note, we have no idea if
you are aware of this early dismissal.
So what IS the purpose of additional
names on an emergency card?! Here
is the inside scoop! The ONLY
purpose for listing additional names
on the emergency cards is if your
student is sick or school closes
unexpectedly (ie, loss of
power/water, etc) and we are
UNABLE to get in touch with you,
who may we contact to pick up your
student? It’s that simple.

A Connect Ed Phone Call/Email/Text message will be sent to our
entire community at all available email addresses and phone
numbers notifying you of the implementation of the procedure
below.
With a note,
• Car Riders will be delayed until the last bus dismisses (approx.
WE know
4:15pm)
that
• The car rider line will form at CBMS as usual so that it does not
YOU know!
block the buses from accessing the school.
• When the last bus has been loaded, the first car will drive down
to Bodkin and enter through the bus loop.
• Students will remain under cover and will be dismissed to
their car.
** All parents are encouraged to monitor the weather before
Student Supervision
school and to be prepared for these changes as car rider dismissal
Unless children are practicing
will be significantly delayed in order to keep students and staff
for chorus or some other teachersafe.
supervised activity, students will not be
*** This process will be used VERY rarely. For normal weather
conditions, the car rider line will remain the same—behind
Bodkin at CBMS. Please plan ahead and send your child in with a
rain coat/poncho, rain boots and/or an umbrella.
Regular Rainy
Dismissal
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allowed to enter the building before the
first bell rings at 9:20 am. Do not
drop and go prior to 9:20 am.
When children return to our
building for evening activities with their
parents, good school behavior is
expected, and parents are requested to
supervise their children during these
times. Children should not be in any
classroom areas without permission and
supervision.

~School News~.

Perfect Attendance
A Perfect Attendance report is run after each
marking period, and traditionally, a student with
perfect attendance for that quarter is awarded a
spirit stick (thank you PTA!). PERFECT ATTENDANCE
is based on no absences, no tardies, and no
early dismissals.
This is also a great opportunity to remind
families that the Board of Education considers 6
absences in a semester (two marking periods)
excessive. Bodkin, as with all schools, has an
attendance committee that monitors excessive
absences, excessive tardies, and excessive early
dismissals. With that being said, as much as we
encourage perfect attendance, we also want to
encourage parents / guardians to keep sick
children home where they can do their best
resting and healing! The attendance committee
will mail home an attendance letter when there
is a concern. Please feel free to contact Bodkin
if ever you have any questions or concerns
about your student’s attendance.

Think. . .
before you click and share
A Reminder to all Parents and Volunteers
Social media can be a convenient, fun, and
rewarding way to share your life and opinions with
family and friends. However, using social media
involves certain risks and responsibilities. These
guidelines apply to all forms of social media:
Under the Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA), parents have the right to
prevent photographs of their children from being
taken in instructional settings. Given that
volunteers have no knowledge of which
parents have allowed their children to be
photographed and which have not,
volunteers may not take or post online any
photographs or videos of students. This
includes all school-sponsored events.
Thank you for your cooperation with this
most important issue of safety for our students.
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~PTA News~
Next PTA Zoom Meeting is
Tuesday, October 12, 2021 at 6:30pm
us02web.zoom.us
Meeting ID: 731 188 2267
CHEDDAR UP - PTA MEMBERSHIPS & SWAG STORE It is not too late to join the PTA!
This is also the last call to order Bodkin Swag form the PTA online store! The online store
closes on Sunday, October 3 so make sure to have all orders and Memberships in!

SPIRIT WEAR Store closes on Wednesday, October 6. This is a great opportunity to help
support the PTA and show off your school pride! The orange shirts come in handy for Unity
Days! If you choose to have it shipped to Michelle she will make sure to send you an email
letting you know once your order has arrived. To place an order use this link:
https://www.customink.com/fundraising/bodkinisbettertogether?fbclid=IwAR1ON8saI0V2oXl
3WilQ-t1l__Fp6RMBk8yllTmFUiyYqNj8i6Z7Aaf6D9M

TEXAS ROADHOUSE RESTAURANT NIGHT - Mark your calendars, we are holding our first
restaurant night at Texas Roadhouse on Wednesday, October 20 from 3pm-10pm! Who
doesn’t enjoy a night off from cooking! Please bring/mention the flyer attached so the PTA can
get credit!

BOO GRAMS - This is a fun Halloween surprise for our students! See the
flyer attached for more information on how to order. Make sure to keep an
eye out, an order form will be sent home the week of October 4! There is
no limit to how many you would like to send! All orders must be in by
Friday, October 22 and will be delivered to students on Friday, October 29
in their classrooms.

HALLOWEEN SCAVENGER HUNT - The Bodkin PTA welcomes all
families to participate in the Halloween Scavenger Hunt! The attached flyer
will detail all the items you need to find around the community and how to
enter. This is a fun activity for families to do at their own pace! All students who participate
and upload photos will receive a SPOOKY treat bag that will be delivered to your student's
classroom on Friday, October 29. Photos should be submitted no later than Wednesday,
October 27.
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PTA WEBSITE & PTA FACEBOOK GROUP
PTA WEBSITE - www.bodkinpta.com - We have updated
the website to include everything happening at Bodkin.
Come check it out!

FACEBOOK – facebook/BODKIN ELEMENTARY PTA.

Ongoing ways EVERYONE can help....
●

Amazon Smiles– If you shop at Amazon simply go to smile.amazon.com on your web
browser or activate AmazonSmile on your Amazon Shopping app on your iOS or Android
phone (found under settings on your app). On your browser, you may also want to add a
bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your
shopping at AmazonSmile. When you’re using the app, always check for the
“AmazonSmile” logo to ensure you’re activated for AmazonSmile. Select Bodkin
Elementary PTA.

●

Box Tops/Coke Rewards – Box Tops is digital! Please make sure to download the
boxtops4education app for a super easy way to earn MONEY for the PTA. Simply sign up
for Bodkin, scan your store receipts, and you’re done! No clipping or sending them in to
school. Don’t forget to send in those Coke Codes too! We raised $1250 last year in Coke
Rewards alone! The amazing support from the school is unbelievable! Contact Jenna
Burns at Bodkinboxtops@gmail.com.

●

HARRIS TEETER – When you shop at Harris Teeter, let them know you support Bodkin.
Go to the customer service desk with your VIP card and have them put Bodkin PTA on
your card. We’ll earn MONEY every time you purchase HT brand items!

Sincerely,
Leah McCullough
PTA President
leah.bodkinpta@gmail.com
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VIRTUAL SUPPORT FOR
ELEMENTARY MATH
AACPS Elementary Math Virtual Family
Support is back!
Join us with questions about Pre-K through grade 5 math concepts or in
search of help understanding current problem-solving teaching/
techniques.
Who? Parents, guardians, or other adults who help students learn
When? On Tuesday and Thursday evenings, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
(First session begins Thursday, September 23rd)

Where? Live Google Meets (See links below) with AACPS math teachers
*English and Spanish support is available

Please use the Google Meet links
below where a math teacher tutor
will provide a visual response with
support.

Primary (Pre-K - 2nd Grade)
Click HERE

Intermediate (3rd -5th Grade)
Click HERE

APOYO VIRTUAL PARA
MATEMÁTICAS DE PRIMARIA
¡El apoyo Familiar Virtual de AACPS para
Primaria en Matemáticas ha regresado!
Únase a nosotros con preguntas sobre los conceptos matemáticos de
Pre-kínder hasta 5 grado o en busca de ayuda para comprender la
enseñanza / técnicas actuales de resolución de problemas.
¿Quién? Padres, tutores legales u otros adultos que ayudan a los estudiantes
a aprender

¿Cuándo? Los MARTES y JUEVES por la noche, 6 p.m. a 8 p.m.
(Primera sesión comienza el jueves 23 de septiembre )

¿Dónde? En vivo por Google Meets (ver el enlace abajo) con maestras de
matemáticas de AACPS
*Apoyo disponible en inglés y español

Por favor, utilice los siguientes
enlaces de Google Meet, donde
un tutor de matemáticas brindará
respuesta visual con apoyo.

Grados Primarios (Pre-K - 2
Grado)

Haga clic AQUÍ
Grados Intermedios (3 -5
Grado) Haga clic AQUÍ

Halloween
Scavenger hunt
Spider Web

Skeleton

Pumpkin

Bat

Ghost

Scarecrow

The Bodkin PTA invites you to go on a
Scavenger Hunt!
1. Find these items around the community at your own pace. As
you find each item, take a photo with it as proof, and then
check it off your list.
2. After you have completed your list, send your photos to
Leah.BodkinPTA@gmail.com and make sure to include your
students name/teacher/grade
3.
Deadline for submission is Wednesday, October 27th

Students who complete the hunt will receive
a Spooky treat bag!

NOW LETS GET HUNTING!!

(410) 439-0233
4465 Mountain Rd | Pasadena, MD

BODKIN ELEMENTARY
PTA
Wednesday, October 20th
3pm – 10pm

Support BODKIN PTA by presenting
this flyer to the PASADENA
Location and Texas Roadhouse will
donate 10% of your total food
purchases to BODKIN PTA
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PARENTS AND FAMILY MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO PURCHASE TWO
DIFFERENT TYPES OF "BOO GRAMS" TO BE DELIVERED TO
STUDENTS ON HALLOWEEN! BELOW ARE THE TWO OPTIONS:

$1
TOOTSIE
POP GRAM

$2
SMENCIL
GRAM
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BOO GRAM FORMS WILL BE SENT HOME THIS WEEK! ALL ORDERS DUE BY OCTOBER 22ND
ANY QUESTIONS CONTACT LEAH MCCULLOUGH AT LEAH.BODKINPTA@GMAIL.COM
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FAMILY LINK

OCTOBER
2021

At the end of the day, the most overwhelming key to a child's success is
the positive involvement of their parents." - Jane D. Hull

To donate go to: www.aacps.org/harvest
100% of proceeds go to Anne Arundel County Food Bank

Virtual Homework Help and Tutoring

Volunteer of the Month

For Middle and High School students, targeted
subjects are Math, English, World Languages, Social
Studies, Science, AVID, and ESOL. This is a drop-in
Google Meet environment. Tutoring is an
appointment-driven small group setting.
View additional information

Do you know a volunteer who is
doing great things in the community?

Elementary Math Virtual Family Support
AACPS now offers Elementary Math
Virtual Family Support to parents,
guardians, or other adults who help
students learn virtually.
View additional information

Consider nominating them
for
Volunteer of the Month

OFFICE OF SCHOOL & FAMILY PARTNERSHIPS
www.aacps.org/family
jlombardi@aacps.org Tweet: @SFPartnersAACPS
Watch Us on AACPS Cable TV: HD Channels: Comcast #996,
Broadstripe #496, Vertizon #36
Parent Connection, Parents' Corner, Global Perspectives,
Nuestra Comunidad (Our community), Charlemos Juntos! (Let's Chat)

CONEXIÓN FAMILIA

OCTUBRE
2021

"A fin de cuentas, la clave más esencial del éxito de un niño es la
participación positiva de sus padres" - Jane D. Hull

Para donar, vayan a: www.aacps.org/harvest
100% de los ingresos apoyan el banco de alimentos para el condado de Anne Arundel

Tutoría virtual y ayuda con los deberes

Voluntario del mes

Para los estudiantes en las escuelas intermedias y secundarias, AACPS
¿Conoces algún voluntario que esté
ofrece ayuda en: Matemáticas, Inglés, Idiomas, Estudios Sociales,
haciendo trabajos excelentes en la
Ciencias, AVID, y ESOL. La ayuda con las tareas se ofrece en vivo en la
comunidad?
forma de un google meet y no se necesita una cita pero para la tutoría
virtual se necesita cita y será en grupos pequeños.
Más información aquí

Apoyo Virtual Familiar para las Matemáticas
Ahora AACPS ofrece Apoyo Virtual Familiar para Matemáticas
para padres, tutores, u otros guardianes que ayudan a los
estudiantes de primaria con su aprendizaje virtual.
Más información aquí

¡Haz una nominación aquí!
Volunteer of the Month

LA OFICINA DE RELACIONES ENTRE LA ESCUELA Y LA FAMILIA
www.aacps.org/family
jlombardi@aacps.org Tweet: @SFPartnersAACPS
Watch Us on AACPS Cable TV: HD Channels: Comcast #996,
Broadstripe #496, Vertizon #36
Parent Connection, Parents' Corner, Global Perspectives,
Nuestra Comunidad (Our community), Charlemos Juntos! (Let's Chat)

