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Dear Bodkin Families,
Happy February! January was a great and busy month for us, and somehow it
just flew by! Our annual service field trip to Our Lady of the Chesapeake was a huge
success because of your support and your children’s compassion. Many thanks to all our
families for your donations. Your children’s kindness warmed the hearts and filled the
bellies of those less fortunate in our community.
As our upper-grade students are finishing up their quarterly assessments, I’d like
to take this opportunity to give you important information about these and other
assessments. Students in 3rd through 5th grades take quarterly assessments at the end of
each marking period in reading and math as well as alternating between science and
social studies each marking period. These assessments are designed to assess student
mastery of content taught as well as progress toward grade-level mastery of skills. They
are also helpful as a gauge for the state assessment, PARCC, which will be administered
in late spring. These assessments count! They are part of the student’s grade; while only
a small part, the assessments offer valuable information about the student’s
performance compared to grade-level expectations. They are also used to make class
assignments for the following year, especially for middle school. Since scores are
returned in the fall, it’s currently the 4th grade PARCC scores combined with quarterly
assessments from 4th and 5th grade that assist teachers in determining middle school
class placement. Finally, in the long run, your child must pass the PARCC assessments
administered in high school with a score of 4 or higher in order to graduate from a
Maryland high school, so we want to ensure they are on track to achieve at that level
now. (Attached you will find an article from the Baltimore Sun about PARCC assessments
for high school graduation.) I encourage you to support your child’s preparation for the
quarterly assessments, to review their progress, and to ask questions of both your child
and the teachers about the assessments. Your child’s teacher can provide additional
information about their scores as well as areas of strength and in need of growth to help
you support your child with these important assessments.
Check out our blog for more school news. Have you heard our students sing and
play the special song dedicated to the homeless at OLC last month--- it’s on the blog! The
web address is: www.bodkinaacps.weebly.com. Check it out, book mark it…. maybe
you’ll even leave a comment to celebrate all the awesome things happening at Bodkin!
As always, if I can support your child in any way, please do not hesitate to reach
out. I am available by phone at the school office- 410-437-0464 and by email at
ramstutz@aacps.org.
Respectfully,
Ms. Amstutz
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Bodkin’s Mission is to
create a warm, safe
environment that
nurtures each child’s
academic and social
potential while
promoting responsibility
and citizenship within a
collaborative
community.
Go Bodkin Bulldogs!

Stay Connected!
Tweet:
@BodkinAACPS
Blog:
BodkinAACPS.weebly.com

Facebook:
Request access to the
Bodkin Elementary PTA
closed group on
Facebook

American
Heart Month

Bodkin Elementary
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Casual for a Cause – Jump Rope for Heart

LifeTouch Club
Photos

4

5

6

3rd Marking Period
Begins

7

National School

Counselor
Week!

We
Mrs. Elsis!!
11

Good Citizens
Celebrated

2:15 Gr 1 WIDA

2-Hour Early
Dismissal
for professional
development

Last week for PTA Smiley Grams
– due Wednesday
12

13

GOTR Begins

18

9:50 – 1:45
Grades 3 & 5
BSO Field Trip
2:15 Gr 1 WIDA

15
9:35 Primary
School Mtg

Good Citizens
Celebrated

School Spirit Day!
Wear Red for
Jump Rope for
Heart

8

Report Cards Go
Home

14

9
Math Superstars
Winter
Olympics
Opening
Ceremony –
Wear Red,
White, & Blue!

16

17

9:35 Intermediate
School Mtg
Mrs. Kelly

2:55-3:55 Gr 5
Ballroom Dancing
Parents Welcome!

19
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Grade 5
Drownproofing
Makeup

21

Grade 5
Drownproofing
Makeup

22
4–5:30 pm
Jump Rope
for Heart
Grs. 3,4,5

23
PTA
Mother/Son
Bingo
7 pm

School Closed
President’s Day

26

10

Math Superstars

7 pm PTA Mtg

Good Citizens
Celebrated
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3

Math Superstars

2:15 Gr 1 WIDA

February14
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27

28
Weekly Events

Fitness Is Fun
Day!

Tuesday - Gr 4 Chorus (8:35 – 9:15)
Wednesday – Dance Club (4 – 5:15)
Thursday - Gr 5 Chorus (8:35 – 9:15)
Thursday – Spanish Club ( 8:20 – 9:15)
Thursday – SeaPerch (4:15 – 5:30)
Mon/Wed – GOTR (4pm-5:15pm)

Good Citizens
Celebrated
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~Upcoming Events~
School Spirit Wear Days!

On Friday, February 2, pull out your RED clothes for National “Wear

Red Day” for Heart Awareness! Then, on Monday, February 26, FITNESS IS FUN is ON! Wear your exercise
clothes to support putting fitness into our everyday lives! Continuing with our fitness and heart awareness
month, we would like to invite everyone to join us in supporting the USA in the Winter Olympic Opening
Ceremonies on Friday, February 9 by wearing your Red, White, and Blue!

Valentine Exchange

Teachers will communicate their classroom plans for the

Valentine Exchange. This is scheduled for February 14. Times may vary in different grade
levels. Communicate with your child’s homeroom teacher for specifics.

School CLOSINGS and EARLY DISMISSALS!

There will be a Two-Hour Early Dismissal on

Wednesday, February 7 for professional development. Schools will be closed on Monday, February 19 for
President’s Day.

Jump Rope for Heart

February is National Heart Month and many of our

3rd-5th graders are getting extra heart exercise through jump rope and collecting
donations to help fight heart disease and stroke for the American Heart Association.
Third, fourth, and fifth graders will participate in a jump rope workout each day during
class and will be invited to an after-school jump rope celebration on Thursday, February
th
22 from 4:00-5:30 pm.
Any 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders who are collecting donations for the American Heart Association should
return their collection envelopes on (but not before) Tuesday, February 20. The thank you gifts will arrive
mid-March. And thank you to all who participate, donate, and volunteer.

Bodkin Staff Is “Casual for a Cause!”

Bodkin’s staff is raising money to support

the American Heart Association’s Jump Rope for Heart. Teachers and staff have the opportunity to pay to
dress casually (yes... this means jeans!) during the month of February. So if you see casual wear happening in
the classrooms and halls, just know that it is casual with a cause!

Looking Ahead……
Touch Base Thursday! The next Touch Base Thursday will happen in March. The focus is on Formative
Assessment, which is how teachers track their students’ understanding of a particular topic or concept. Formative
assessments can be quick “check-ins” during instruction, like thumbs up and thumbs down or they can be more formal
assessments, like clipboard check lists or computer-based programs. Teachers use a variety of formative assessments to
plan their instruction and/or change their lessons to better meet the needs of their students. This Touch Base Thursday
would allow parents to see this instructional tool in action to understand how our teachers customize instruction to
reach each student where they are! Look for more information to come home soon.

Class Picture Day Lifetouch Photography will be out to take spring individual and class pictures on Thursday, March
1, 2018. During Spring Picture Day Lifetouch Photography will only be taking individual portraits of those students who
purchase an individual product on picture day. Order forms will be sent home; there will be extras in the office if
needed. If you have any questions please contact Lifetouch at www.mylifetouch.com.
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Join the Blog….
It is your window into the
classroom and school.
Just as Ms. Amstutz said, our blog is ALIVE and ACTIVE. This is where you will find helpful information
from our very own Mrs. Elsis, shared stories from our teachers, amazing artwork that decorates our halls,
green school news, academic news, classroom news, cultural arts news, office updates, updates about our
teachers and staff, fun field trip stories and pictures, PTA news and events, and so much more. But don’t
listen to us; decide for yourself! Visit http://bodkinaacps.weebly.com/. If you would like to receive an
email that shows you what has been posted recently, just enter your email address on that page and you
will receive a summary of posts when we blog. As with all blogs, you may even comment on what you are
reading. It’s fun, it’s simple, and it is your window into your child’s school experience.
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~PTA News~
Hello Bodkin Families!
February is here – it’s hard to believe we are halfway through the school year! Don’t forget our next meeting
will be Tuesday, February 13th at 7 pm in the Media center. We still have LOTS of fantastic events coming up
for our students! If you missed any of our meetings, minutes are posted at BodkinPTA.com; there is a handy
calendar available too!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS


2/21/18 – Restaurant Night – We will have a family fun restaurant night at Ledo’s in Pasadena. Save
the date now, we hope to see everyone there!



2/23/18 – Mother/Son Bingo – Mark your calendars for the Annual Mother/Son
Bingo Night. Please keep an eye out for ticket information. Requesting ALL
HANDS ON DECK! Contact Wendy Back at BackinBodkin@gmail.com if you can
help out with the event. Plan to join us for an evening of swashbucklin’ fun!
We are currently looking for prizes from local businesses for our Mother/Son
Bingo night. If you would like to make a donation, please contact Leah
McCullough.



3/16/18 – Daddy/Daughter Dance – Daughters, line up your special date for the evening and prepare
to go Under the Sea with the PTA on March 16, 2018.



5/5/18 – Environmental Fair – Save the Date! Bodkin's 11th Annual Environmental and Local Culture
Fair. We hope you will join us!

FUNDRAISING


Smiley Grams – Send your Bulldog a few smiles this winter! The 5th Grade
Promotion Committee is selling Smiley Grams again this year. Forms are
available for remaining deliveries on 2/2 and 2/9. This year, you can choose
between Hershey Bars, Skittles, Fruit Snacks, Harry Potter Spirit Sticks, Star
Wars Spirit Sticks, Descendants Smencils, Guardians of the Galaxy Smencils,
or Valentine Smencils. Smiley Gram orders must be received by Wednesday
for a Friday delivery. Orders received after Wednesday will be delivered the
following week.



Harris Teeter – Don’t forget that Bodkin is signed up for the ‘Together in Education’ program! If you
have not already signed up, the next time you shop, please ask to be entered into our program!



Smile Amazon – One of our easiest fundraisers! When you shop at Amazon, make sure to go to
https://smile.amazon.com/ Go into your account, and select your charity - Bodkin Elementary Parent
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Teacher Association PTA. Since we started this program last year, Bodkin has received $298.32 just
from parents doing their normal shopping!


Box Tops – As you know, Bodkin is collecting Box Tops, Tysons A+ rewards, and Coke Rewards this
year. All of this clipping and saving lids has helped raise money for our school. Each month, the class
with the highest collection of rewards wins our Box Top trophy to display in their classroom! Talk about
bragging rights! Please reach out to Leah McCullough with any questions or ideas! Keep on Clipping!

OTHER NEWS
Bodkin Community – The PTA would like to give a heartfelt “Thank You!” to the owners of Mix & Marble in
Severna Park for their generous donation to our Mommy/Son Bingo! One of the owners is a Bodkin parent
and immediately reached out to the PTA to offer support. Mix & Marble is a fantastic place to meet with
friends and create beautiful, wearable works of art. We sincerely appreciate the businesses in our community
that have been so generous to our students, school, and PTA!
The PTA would love to work with our Bodkin Business Families and are now offering sponsorships in our
newsletter. If you own a business, and would like more information, please contact me at
Corine.BodkinPTA@outlook.com. We are currently looking for prizes from local businesses for our
Mother/Son Bingo night. If you would like to make a donation, please contact Leah McCullough.
B-I-N-G-O Night – At our very first PTA meeting this year, we had a parent suggest a brand new fundraiser.
Bingo (you guessed it!). The Executive Board had to do a bit work on the calendar and budget to work out the
details, but we are really excited to announce that during the January PTA meeting, a new Bingo Night
Committee was created. We plan on having designer purses, jewelry, and some fantastic items as prizes. This
event will be held next fall, at an off-site venue, and will be adults only. What a great night of fun! Lindsey
Auburn has offered to Chair this event but is asking for help! If you would like to be involved in an exciting
new event, please email me at Corine.BodkinPTA@outlook.com. To adjust for this shiny, new addition to our
calendar, we will be changing our calendar lineup next year, so be on the lookout in the 2018-2019 school
year!!!
Yearbook – Our yearbook could always use more photos! Please upload them to the Bodkin Facebook page if
you have any photos and remember to include the grade. We especially need violin, band, and chorus photos!
Please email Tina at tbhasin424@yahoo.com with any questions.
Website – Don’t forget, many of our events can be found on our website—www.BodkinPTA.com— where we
also have a handy calendar!
Facebook – We are required to ask everyone for their child’s name and teacher’s name before they are
approved for the Facebook Group. Once I receive this information, I have to contact the school to make sure
that the person requesting access to the group is the custodial parent or guardian. I apologize for the
inconvenience and the delay in approving new members, but we want our children to be safe! If you have
made a request but have not been approved, you may not have seen that it has requested a question from
you, please look in your messages.
Pot Luck – In March, we will be providing a pot luck lunch one day for the Teachers during the Parent/Teacher
Conferences.
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President’s Message:
“The greatest teacher, failure is.”
Wise words from the sage puppet, Yoda.

Anyone who may have seen my car (and my Star Wars sticker family) might realize that I’m
a huge fan. After seeing this movie twice, this was one line that really resonated with me.
Last month I offered some quick ideas on resilience, and one of the tips to promote
resilience was to “Encourage children to admit their mistakes and learn from them.” I was
going to move on to team building as the theme for February, but I was really moved by
this sentiment and so, I would like to mention it again... The concept of learning from our
mistakes.
First, we have to realize that we are all going to make them. ALL of us. And we’re going to
make more mistakes in our younger life as we learn wisdom through our experiences.
Second, we need to truly understand that failure is OK. Truly. I know, I struggle with this,
but one way our children know that it is ok, is by making sure that they see our positive
reaction when we fail.
Finally, we need to let our children see our failures and how we overcome them. We are all
human, we will fail. But what makes humanity special, is that we also rise above.
Parenting is TOUGH. Our generation is faced with some difficult situations and raising
children is vastly different now than it was even 20 years ago. As we face our daily
challenges, at some point, we will fail. Remember to forgive yourself. It IS ok.
If you need to connect with other parents, our monthly PTA meetings are a great place to
meet people, hear from Ms. Amstutz and Mrs. Nee-Jackson firsthand about what is
happening in our school, and it’s a great place to support one another. I know that when I
make lunches or help with homework, I don’t get a whole lot of thanks. But I know that if I
bring freshly clipped box tops or Coke Rewards to a meeting, I will get heartfelt
appreciation. We also have a drawing every month at the meeting and give out a small
prize to recognize how important your participation is.
Sincerely,
Corine Frank,
PTA President
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~Community News~.
Here are some programs at the Mountain Road
Library in February that we thought would be of
interest to Bodkin students and families:
Paws to Read - Saturday, February 10 (11am)
Children in elementary school can help improve reading skills
by reading while enjoying the attention of a puppy dog tutor.
Please call 410-222-6699 to sign up for a 15-minute slot.
Get Your Glow On - Tuesday, February 13 (6:30pm)
Celebrate all thing luminescent with glow-in-the-dark crafts,
games, & other activities.
Minecraft - Saturday, February 24 (10:00am)
Come build with friends in a combined creative/survival mode
on our MinecraftEdu multiplayer server. Please register by
calling 410-222-6699.

See you there!

SUPPORT BOY SCOUTS!

Saturday, March 10
4:00 – 8:00 pm

All-you-can-eat
Spaghetti Dinner!
(save room for dessert, too!)

$8.00/person
(kids under age 6 yrs
eat free)

Mt. Carmel United
Methodist Church
4760 Mountain Road
Tickets can be purchased
at door.

Bodkin Elementary School
Absentee Form

My son/daughter ____________________________

Was absent from school on _____________________
(month/day/year)
Following reason(s): Check reason(s) below:
( ) Illness of the child ( ) Doctor/Dentist Appointment
( ) Death in family
( ) Other (explain)
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________
Parent / Legal Guardian

8

Grandparents’
Day

March 28

Benefits Fifth Grade Promotion Celebration
Due Wednesday for a Friday Delivery
CORRECTED Delivery Dates: 1/26, 2/2, 2/9

OCEANS OF SMILES
$2.00 per Smiley Gram (please print clearly)
Checks written to Bodkin PTA
To: (first & last name)_________________________ Teacher/Grade:_______________________
SPECIFIC PENCIL SCENT OR
SPIRIT STICK DESIGNS
From:______________________________________ Phone No:__________________________ CANNOT BE GUARANTEED
(in case there are questions)

Please choose your treat & quantity to be delivered
Hershey Bar

Valentine Smencil

Skittles

Descendant's Smencil

Motts Fruit Snack

Guardians of the Galaxy Smencil

Harry Potter Spirit Stick

Star Wars Spirit Stick

Smiley Gram Question?
Katie Forman @ 410-382-7996 or Amy Wangdahl @ 410-802-6089
Hershey
Bar
Hershey
Bar
MILK CHOCOLATE (CANE SUGAR;
MILK; CHOCOLATE; COCOA BUTTER; MILK FAT; LECITHIN (SOY);
NATURAL FLAVOR).

Skittles
SUGAR, CORN SYRUP, HYDROGENATED PALM KERNEL OIL, LESS THAN
2% OF CITRCI ACID, TAPIOCA DEXTRIN MODIFIED CORN STARC,
NATRUAL AND ARTICIFICAL FLAVORS, COLORS (RED 40 LAKE, TITATNIUM DIXOXIDE, RED 40, YELLOW 5
LAKE, YELLOW 5, YELLOW 6 LAKE,
YELLOW 6, BLUE 2 LAKE, BLUE 1,
BLUE 1 LAKE) SODIUM CITRATE,
CARNAUBA WAX

Motts Medley Fruit Snacks
CORN SYRUP, SUGAR, MODIFIED CORN
STARCH, PEAR JUICE CONCENTRATE, APPLE JUICE CONCENTRATE, STRAWBERRY
PUREE, CARROT JUICE CONCENTRATE.
CONTAINS 2% OR LESS OF: FRUIT PECTIN, CITRIC ACID, VITAMIN C (ASCORBIC
ACID), DEXTROSE, SODIUM CITRATE,
MALIC ACID, POTASSIUM CITRATE, SUNFLOWER OIL*, VEGETABLE AND FRUIT
JUICE ADDED FOR COLOR, NATURAL FLAVOR, CARNAUBA WAX. *ADDS A TRIVIAL
AMOUNT OF FAT

These make GREAT
Valentines !!!

