Bodkin Banner
December 2018
Office 410-437-0464

www.aacps.org

Health Room 410-437-1418

Andrea Roche
Principal

Sandra Nee-Jackson
Assistant Principal

Dear Bodkin Families,
There are so many exciting things happening at school, it is hard
to believe it is already December. With the holiday season upon us, I
always find it important to stop, slow down, and reflect about all the
things we are grateful for, and one of those things is that I get to work
with a dedicated staff, amazing students, a terrific community/group of
parents, and our PTA! Everyone is so involved and invested in seeing to
it that our students have amazing learning opportunities and succeed!
We have many wonderful celebrations planned throughout the
month of December. We will get to see our band and orchestra in action
under Ms. Cox’s amazing instruction. We will get to hear our chorus
perform under Mr. Dever’s expertise, and we can’t forget the showcase
our Bodkin Dancers have prepared for us. PTA has also planned Santa
Saturday, so don’t miss out on this opportunity to shop and support our
school! Make sure to check out the calendar and the flyers to find out
more about these exciting events. Even with all these wonderful holiday
events and fun distractions, our teachers are doing an amazing job of
balancing fun within academics and keeping students focused on
instruction.

Bodkin’s Mission is to
create a warm, safe
environment that
nurtures each child’s
academic and social
potential while
promoting responsibility
and citizenship within a
collaborative
community.

In other calendar news, please be advised that December 6 is a
two-hour early dismissal. Staff will be participating in professional
development to continue to implement strategies and opportunities to
build relationships.
In closing, thank you for all of your continued support. Please
don’t hesitate to contact me or Mrs. Nee-Jackson should you have any
questions or concerns.
Sincerely,
Andrea Roche
Principal

Shop for every on
your gift list this
holiday at
smile.amazon.co
m/ch/521844494 and
Amazon donates
to Bodkin
Elementary PTA
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

Weekly Events
Monday - Good Citizens (Superhero of the Week)
Wednesday - Gr 4 Chorus (8:35 – 9:15)
Thursday - Gr 5 Chorus (8:35 – 9:15)

2
Happy
Hanukkah!

3
5th Gr. CogAT –
11:00 am

4
5th Gr. CogAT –
11:00 am

5
Waste-Free
Wednesday

6
2-Hour Early
Dismissal
Professional
Development

Band Concert
2:30pm- Café
6:30pm- CHS

7
5th Gr. CogAT –
11:00 am
Kindergarten Polar
Express Day

8
SANTA
SATURDAY
10am-1pm

Lunches 15 mins early

9

10
Fitness Is Fun!
Spirit Day

16

11
Kids Santa
Shopping
5:30pm-8:00pm

17

12
Waste-Free
Wednesday

19

20
Winter Chorus
Concert &
Dance

Waste-Free
Wednesday

25

24

15

Lunches 15 mins
early

2:45 - Rehrsl
6:00 - Show

23

14
PTA Assembly
2:15pm-K ,1 & 2
3:05pm-3, 4 & 5

18

Interims go
home

13

26

27

21

22

2:15 Gr 5
Gingerbread
Houses

28

29

 Christmas/Winter Break – Schools Closed 
Schools and Central
Office Closed

30

Merry
Christmas

Central Offices
Open

Central Offices
Open

Schools and Central
Office Closed

31

Have a wonderful Holiday Break!! Everyone returns
on Wednesday, January 2

~Upcoming Bodkin Events~
TOY Drive TOY Drive Somebody Elf-is needs your help.

Make
Yourself an Elf! Bodkin’s Toy Drive runs from mid-November through December 14! If you
and your child(ren) wish to participate, just send in a new toy(s) with your child to drop off in the main lobby.
Again this year, in addition to the items listed below, we are collecting sports equipment (i.e. basketballs,
footballs, soccer balls and other fun and sporty games), or items for the “older child.”
Other Needed items: cool new toys; popular board games; handheld computer type games;
items for older children are especially needed; just ask your child – they can tell you best. All toys
will go to assist families in our community and families in Anne Arundel County during this
holiday season through our partnership with The Sharing Foundation in Anne Arundel
County. Please contact Jenn Elsis with questions.

Early Dismissal/School Closing

We have a 2-Hour Early Dismissal day
scheduled this month for Thursday, December 6. Bodkin will close at 2 pm on this
day. Bodkin will be closed from December 22 through January 1 for the
Christmas/Winter Break. Students return to school on Wednesday, January 2, 2019.

Don’t miss the BES Winter Concert Series!
Band & Strings:
6:30* pm on Tuesday, December 4, 2018
In the CHESAPEAKE HIGH SCHOOL auditorium

Chorus:
6:00* pm on Thursday, December 20, 2018
in the Bodkin Auditorium
* Performers should report to the performance site at 6:00 pm dressed to perform on the night of the concert.
All chorus and instrumental music students receive a grade for their performance. Please notify Mr. Dever or
Ms. Cox in writing if there is a conflict.

Holiday Parties and Christmas/Winter Break Deck the halls, the winter holiday
season has arrived! The classroom teacher and/or room parent will communicate to you any
plans for holiday classroom activities. While there is a certain amount of fun planned for our
students on December 21, we are still expecting children to use their best school behavior and
be prepared for their regular classroom routines all day. This is also a reminder that Bodkin will
be closed for the Christmas/Winter Break from December 22 through January 1. School reopens for students
and staff on Tuesday, January 2, 2019. Have a wonderfully special holiday season!
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Mountain Road Library Event
December 6, 2018 @ 6:30 pm
at the
Mountain Road Library
Come listen to a reading of the Dr. Seuss’ classic, How the Grinch
Stole Christmas followed by grinchy crafts and activities for all ages.

B
L
O
G

The Bodkin Blog!
As we trim down our newsletter, we have moved our fun
school events/news to our Bodkin Blog. This allows us to post
events as they occur to capture the excitement of the moment
instead of waiting for a monthly publication. Check out the
Bodkin Blog (http://bodkinaacps.weebly.com/)! We post student
art work, club news, grade news, happenings in the classroom,
and so much more. This is a great way to get a peek into the
school and to see all of the learning and fun we have going on.
Check it out!

Pay Online
Bodkin Elementary School now accepts
You will be able to pay for items such as lost or damaged library books, field
trips, activity fees, or even make donations for classroom supplies.
Go to AACPS.org and choose Bodkin from the school list at the top of the
page. Click on the OSP link and chose Bodkin again. You can
then create a new user account. You will need your
student’s ID # for most transactions.
(OSP adds a 4% convenience fee at checkout.)
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~Green School News~.
Did you know…
Americans throw away enough garbage every day to fill 63,000 garbage trucks.
That's enough garbage in a year, that if we lined the garbage trucks end to end
they would reach half way to the moon. That averages to about 7 pounds per
person each day.
It has been rightly said that “Today’s children are tomorrow’s future.” As part
of our Green School Initiatives, we are encouraging students to celebrate
“Waste-Free Wednesday.” On this day each week, students who bring lunch are
encouraged to pack a waste-free lunch. Our hopes are that students pack a lunch
in reusable containers. Although we continue to recycle our lunch trash in the
cafeteria, by using reusable containers our students will see the amount of trash
that can be avoided. Our goal as a school will be to only fill 2 trash cans for ALL
lunch periods.
In addition to a “Waste-Free” lunch, we are always looking for new ways to include
our students in our efforts to protect and restore the environment. With this,
we have decided to begin composting in all grades. Gardening and kids are a
natural mix and with our school’s various gardens, we would love to see our
composted material used in our gardens. Our students will learn to recycle and
reuse materials in an earth-friendly activity to enhance the beauty of our school.
So, celebrate with us…
Three cheers to “Waste-Free Wednesday!”

Please see the attached link to find some helpful tips
when packing a waste free lunch!
http://www.wastefreelunches.org/parents.html
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~PTA News~
Hello Bodkin!!
We have so many exciting events and updates right now!
• Santa Saturday – Mark your calendars for Saturday, December 8, for our annual Santa
Saturday. The kids-only Holiday Shoppe will be open on Tuesday, December 11 from
5:30 to 8:00 pm for children who cannot make it to the Holiday Shoppe on December 8.
• Mother/Son Bingo – February 22, we are bringing back our ever-popular Mother/Son
Bingo! Mark your calendar now; we will send home more information soon!
• Environmental Fair – Plan ahead! May 4 will be our Environmental Fair! If you would
like to help with this event, the first planning session will be January 22!
• Website – Our recently updated website is www.BodkinPTA.com. This is a great place to
find upcoming events, see our yearly calendar of events, learn about our Committees,
and find many frequently requested documents. Forms for Box Tops, Membership, and
Math Superstars are available to print from our website.
• Social Media – Search for Bodkin PTA on Facebook to find our group. We are required
to work with our administration to verify that our members are ONLY Parents or
Guardians of current students. When submitting a request to join, make sure you
answer the questions asked at the time – we cannot get verification without that
information.
• PTA meeting – Our next PTA meeting is not until 2019! Please join us January 8, 2019 at
7 pm. We will either meet in the cafeteria or the Media Center depending on the
construction. This year, we have a giveaway from Texas Roadhouse at EVERY meeting!
Don’t worry if you missed last month, there are LOTS of exciting things going on at
Bodkin! Please attend to catch up on everything PTA. If you miss a meeting, meetings
are recorded and are now available on our Facebook Group, Bodkin PTA, and our
website! Our November meeting was, unfortunately, not recorded but we have the
other two available. You can also view it here:
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=D91fj1OagFI&feature=youtu.be
• Giant Rewards – PLEASE go online to activate your Giant Rewards account!!!!
You need your 12-digit GIANT CARD number found on the back of the card
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Beginning AUGUST 3, 2018 visit www.giantfood.com click on SIGN IN, MANAGE MY
ACCOUNT, SAVINGS & REWARDS, to log on to your online account or click REGISTER to
create your on-line account. Once you are logged in to your account, you can select a
school for A+ Rewards.
If you have a GIANT CARD but do not know your 12-digit GIANT CARD number, call the
GIANT CARD HOTLINE at 1-877-366-2668 and select Option #1. The representatives will
be able to provide you your GIANT CARD number.
If you need a GIANT CARD, please visit your local store to obtain one or click here: I
NEED A GIANT CARD. It can take up to seven (7) days for a new card to get into the
system. After your first purchase, it can take an additional seven days to see the points
from your initial purchase to appear on your receipt.
• Amazon Smiles – Our easiest fundraiser! Please visit www.smile.amazon.com and use
Bodkin PTA as your charity/non-profit of choice! Then, simply visit smile.amazon.com
and shop as usual. I know everyone will be busying buying lots of packages soon, so
please sign up today!
There are always new and exciting things happening in the PTA, please check the website and
Facebook for updates throughout the year. If you need to contact me, please email me at
Corine.BodkinPTA@outlook.com with any questions, concerns, or if you would like to become
a volunteer!
I love the holidays! What a beautiful, happy time to have children. I hope that everyone has
time to be able to enjoy the sweet moments over the next month and make magical
memories. A word of advice from your PTA President, don’t try to be a Superhero! I know we
all have so much to do to try to make everything perfect, but sometimes it is the imperfect
moments that bring us together and gives us something to talk about for years.
Good luck with travel, family, food, and everything that you plan to do this year. I hope that
everyone at Bodkin has an amazing holiday season!

Warm Regards,
Corine Frank
PTA President
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BODKIN PTA
PRESENTS

12/8/18
10 am - 1 pm

Vendors
Park Lane Jewelry
The Distracted Dreamer

SANTA

Scentsy
Rescue Love Dog Apparel
LuLaRoe
Maskcara Beauty

SATURDAY
Join us for a
morning of fun,
laughter, friendship
and holiday cheer.

Mary and Martha

Santa Secret Shopping for KIDS ONLY

Despina B. Designs

Bake Sale by 5th Grade Promotion

Keep Collective

Vendors for Parents to shop
Crafts & Games
Visit with Santa

Texas Roadhouse
Avon
Arbonne
Juice Plus
Mathnasium

The Vintage Crab
Thirty-One Gifts
Origami Owl
DTG
Rosie's Custom Crafts

Spirit Sticks

PLUS

Spirit Wear

Homemade Crafts: Wreaths,

Model Train Display

And MUCH MORE

Ornaments
and more

Earn 10% For Your School
With Gift Card Sales!
Texas Roadhouse will be selling gift cards at Santa Saturday. For every
card purchased Texas Roadhouse will give 10% back to Bodkin!

For every $30 gift card purchase - you receive a
$5 off coupon card on your next food purchase
For a $100 gift card purchase - you receive either
Three $5 off coupon cards OR 1 coupon sheet.

Coupon sheets have 9 different offers including 10% off your food purchase,
$5 off your food purchase of $30 or more and Free Appetizer Coupons!!

Visit the Texas Roadhouse booth at Santa Saturday.
We’ll accept cash and credit card – no checks
Call Ahead Seating - (410) 439-0233
4465 Mountain Rd. – Pasadena, MD 21122

