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THIS MONTH
KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION
BEGINS APRIL 5TH

Principal's Message

2-HOUR EARLY DISMISSALS

Dear Bodkin Families,
With Spring Break on the horizon, we are suddenly recognizing the signs of the final stretch of
the school year.In April, we will launch the fourth and final quarter of the year. As we do so, we
have several important topics to discuss to ensure that our year ends smoothly.

PERIOD

School Safety: Mornings can feel chaotic at drop off, but we need your assistance on continuing to
have a safe drop off. Cars should stay in the car rider lane and not interfere with the bus lane. A
good rule of thumb is to never block busses from entering the bus circle. Please be careful when
walking students across Ventnor Road as traffic has increased in the mornings this spring.
Student Behavior and Discipline:I encourage you to join with us to help combat misuse of social
media. While use of social media should be minimal at the elementary level, I ask that each of you
have similar conversations with your student and closely monitor your student’s activity. Over the
last several weeks, we have been alerted to students being exposed to inappropriate social media
posts. Please monitor your child’s devices regularly.
State Testing: In late April, we will begin MCAP testing for students in grades 3, 4, and 5. Please
mark your calendars for the assessment dates and make sure your child is in attendance for the
assessments. Make-up tests will be conducted for students who are absent, but we need your help to
have all healthy students in school on time for testing days. Remember, these tests are important.
While we do not want students to become stressed out about the assessments, elementary
assessment data are used to determine class placement in both our school and for middle school
(4th grade data assists with initial placement decisions).

& END OF 3RD MARKING
-APRIL 7TH & 8TH
SCHOOLS CLOSED
FOR SPRING BREAK
APRIL 11-18
4TH MARKING
PERIOD BEGINS
APRIL 19

PTA FUN RUN IS APRIL 22
REPORT CARDS GO
HOME APRIL 27

NEXT MONTH
PRE-K
REGISTRATION
BEGINS MAY 3

We have so much to celebrate from the month of March. Once again Bodkin raised almost
$20,000 for the Kid’s Heart Challenge. Staff is working hard to plan another PBIS celebration for
April as we work toward promoting positive behavior. We partnered with Clear Shark H20 to
arrange some exciting in-house field trips and storytelling engagements for our primary students.
All grades have planned field trips; keep on the lookout for the permission slips. Our 5th grade
students rocked Science MISA! Our Math Team continues to bring math to life in our after-school
math club. Our 2nd grade dance team stole the show at the Dance Festival. Kids for Kids and
Seaperch are currently engaging our students in learning. Bodkin sure knows how to make
memories for our students. We couldn’t do it without the support from our PTA. What an amazing
month March was!
April 7 and 8, we close 2 hours early for teachers to finalize grades and prepare report cards. Take
this time to reflect on your child’s report card and set 4th marking period goals. As the weather
starts to change, engaging in learning takes a bit more concentration. Remind your child of the
pledge they say every day. “I am a Bodkin Student. I am respectful, responsible and ready to learn.”
We appreciate your continued partnership. If I can be of assistance to your family, please do not
hesitate to contact us.

BAND & STRINGS
CONCERT MAY 12
TALENT SHOW MAY 17
MAY 20 FIELD DAY

Office
410-437-0464
Health Room
410-437-1418

Girls on the Run
Mondays & Wednesdays

APRIL 2022
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Mad About Math Club
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Kids for Kids Club
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MARCH Highlights
Mrs. Duffy’s 1st
graders captured
delightful stories
about Luv Luv, their
Mrs. Jen from ClearShark H2O
visited our 1st graders and taught
about our Maryland Blue Crabs!

terrapin, in their
book, “A Terrapin’s
Journal!”
What an awesome
experience to see
our 5th graders
dancing the
merengue, swing,
cha cha as well as

Bodkin’s Dance Team of 2nd
graders gave an amazing

a dance with an
invited family
guest!

performance at the Annual Dance
Festival.

Our first graders and their teachers
celebrated 120 days of school by
dressing as 120 year olds, licking
lollipops 120 times, creating 120-yearold versions of themselves, making
hats, along with other fun-themed
activities.
The girls danced the night away with their dads and friends at the circus-themed Daddy/Daughter
Dance. Decorations were flawless and there were fun games to play. "We Don't Talk About
Bruno" even brought the dads out on the dance floor. It was a fun-filled night for all.
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Parent Portal

Anne Arundel County Public Schools can provide you with access to your child's attendance,
assignments, and grades via the PowerSchool Student/Parent Portal.
To access the Parent Portal, you will need to follow these steps:
1. Open your web browser and navigate to the Anne Arundel County Public Schools website
(www.aacps.org) and click the Student/Parent Portal icon in the white banner space near the top
of the page.
2. Click the PowerSchool Student and Parent Sign In button.
3. Click the Create Account button. Please note that you only need to create one Parent Portal
account and link all your AACPS students in grades K through 12.
For step-by-step instructions for creating an account or linking your children, access the
Establishing a Parent Portal Account document on the Student/Parent Portal Homepage.
**You will need the following information to establish your Parent Portal account:
• Your Access ID for your child is your child’s AACPS student identification number (the 6-digit code
they use to login to the computer) and a lowercase letter p. Example: 123456p
• Your Access Password (Please contact school office for this information)
If you encounter any issues with the creation of your Parent Portal account or with linking your
child to the account, please contact the school directly or email parentportal@aacps.org.

Green School

Did you know that there are many things that Bodkin does to remain a Green School? The "Textile
Bin" (located beside the main parking lot) brings additional funds to our Green School initiatives.
The last check we received was in the amount of $97.00. A few things we plan to do this year with
the money raised includes:
-Purchasing Native Plants for our playground garden
-Purchasing Gardening Supplies
-Purchasing AeroGardens for science teachers
As many of you continue to do “Spring Cleaning,” we encourage you to remember our Textile Bin.
Also, please send a refillable water bottle to school with your child everyday. We have water jugs to
refill the students' bottles. Plastic cups are available upon request, but we are doing our best to cut
down on waste.
Thank you for your support. Think GREEN!

Out-of-Area Transfers

Out-of-Area requests should be submitted to Mrs. Myers between March 1 and May 1. After May 1,
they must be sent directly to Central Office with a valid reason for being late. An out-of-area
transfer is a request for a student residing in Anne Arundel County to attend a school within the
county other than the assigned boundary school (often referred to as a student's home school). If a
child already attends Bodkin as an out-of-area approved student, the application must be
completed and submitted each school year. The continuation of a previous year's out-of-area is not
automatic, and the application must be submitted to the school during the out-of-area application
window. Please visit https://www.aacps.org/outofarea for more information.

WHAT'S GOING ON?
NEW Brightspace Parent & Guardian Access

Beginning the week of March 21, AACPS families can use a new tool – Brightspace Parent & Guardian
– to help their students succeed. All parents and guardians are invited to join the Brightspace Parent
& Guardian community. This exciting system is easy to access, simple to use, and provides a more indepth look into their students' classroom engagement and performance. In the Brightspace Parent
& Guardian community, families will be able to access dynamic dashboards where families can track
student progress; communication tools to connect with teachers, and see lessons, assignments, and
assessed work and grades for their students.
We have scheduled short virtual Question & Answer sessions to support you to use this new tool.
Dates and times for these virtual Q&A sessions are also located on the website. Everything you need
can be found at www.aacps.org/brightspaceparent, so please log in today!

MCAP Assessment Reminders

1.Please mark your calendar and strive to have your child in school on testing days. It is important
that students are present on testing days. If a student is absent, he/she will take the assessments in
make-up sessions. However, it is best for students to be in school on testing days and to take the
assessment with their peers.
2.Please remind your child to fully charge his/her Chromebook for testing.
3.Students will need to wear headphones during the English Language Arts testing for MCAP. While
we do have headphones here at school, it is helpful and more sanitary for the students to have their
own personal set. Please check with your child to see that he/she has a pair of working headphones
at school. If a student does not have a pair, we will be happy to provide them with a pair.
Thank you for your support!
Testing Dates

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5

Unit 1 for ELA & Math
Unit 2 for ELA & Math

Weds., April 27
Thurs., April 28

Tues., April 26
Fri., April 29

Mon., May 16
Thurs., May 19

Unit 3 for ELA & Math
Unit 4 for ELA & Math

Thurs., May 5
Fri., May 6

Mon., May 9
Tues., May 10

Mon., May 23
Tues., May 24

Kindergarten Registration for 2022–2023 School Year

Registration is for incoming kindergarten students who will be five years old by September 1, 2022.
The Registration Portal opens for Kindergarten beginning April 5
online here:
https://www.aacps.org/Enrollment. Required documents for registration are, birth certificate,
immunization records, and two proofs of residency. Register right away! Please call Bodkin with
questions or if you need assistance. Please encourage your neighbors and friends with 5 year olds
to register as soon as possible. Stay tuned for information regarding a Kindergarten Orientation.

Rock Garden

Let's grow our rock garden! Keep it easy and positive. If you have a rock at home, feel free to
decorate it and bring it to school to add to our current rock garden. You can paint your rock however
you'd like as long as it's appropriate. Paint a positive message, quote, piece of advice for the younger
students or your favorite sports team or character. Of course you can do as many as you'd like paint a family of ladybugs or minions if you want! Don't forget to seal your rocks with clean nail
polish, Mod Podge, or some paint sealant. Otherwise, they will just be rocks once it rains.

Kids Heart Challenge

Congratulations to our 3rd, 4th and 5th graders who fundraised for the
American Heart Association.❤️❤️We raised just under $20,000!!!
Our top classes were:
Mr. Absher- $3810.00
Mrs. Harmon- $2487.00
Mrs. Regan- $2655.00
Top Fundraisers:
5th- Camden Major $1204.00
4th- Austin Crawford $1129.12
3rd- Maya Cramer $624.41

5th Grade Chorus at Bowie Baysox

We are very excited to announce that our 5th grade chorus will be singing the National Anthem at
the Bowie Baysox Prince George's Stadium on Saturday, April 23, and we would love for you to
come! The game begins at 6:35 p.m. and there will be fireworks that evening at the end of the
game. Tickets are $6 and include admission to the game with $1 going towards the purchase of
chorus music.
If you would like tickets, please email Mrs. Mignon at smignon@aacps.org. Payment options include
exact cash, check payable to Bodkin Elementary, or online through OSP with an additional 4%
processing fee. Ticket orders and payment are due by April 6.
Bodkin’s Girls on the Run Team finishes up their season with a 5K run on Mansion Hill at
Druid Hill Park on Sunday, April 24! Coaches Zeruto, Coward and Jarmer are so proud of
the Bodkin GOTR team! Not only is this an amazing program, this is an amazing event
full of positivity and girl power! Feel free to join in on the fun
https://www.gotrchesapeake.org/5K
GIRLS ON THE RUN IS SO MUCH FUN!

We believe that every girl can embrace who she is, can define who she
wants to be, can rise to any challenge, can change the world. Can.

Bodkin's Got Talent

Bodkin will be hosting its first ever “Bodkin’s Got Talent” talent show! We are looking for students in
grades K-5 who possess a special talent to perform on Tuesday, May 17 at 6:30 pm. Some
suggestions for acts are: singing, dancing, playing an instrument, juggling, jump roping, and more!
Auditions are virtual and are now open! If your child would like to audition and possibly participate,
please click on the link to complete the electronic permission form.
All electronic permission forms and audition videos are due no later than
Friday, April 8, 2022!
Audition Form Link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdfGgXCqYZcZvvoCONPr1zEG2NeCymJW6Om3zAO5fDMHls7g/viewform?usp=sf_link
Thank you and we look forward to seeing your audition!
Mrs. Sarah Mignon
Mrs. Emily Urps
Music/Chorus teacher
2nd Grade teacher
smignon@aacps.org
eurps@aacps.org
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Mt. Carmel Child Development Center
Registration

Fall registration has been open to the community. We
have openings in many of our programs.

For more information, contact Dawn Rey at 410-255-2429 or
mtcarmelcdc2@gmail.com.
Website: Mt Carmel CDC

Shoreline Cleanup

Saturday, April 2nd from 9:00 - 11:00 am
@ Fort Smallwood Park
Have fun along the water and make a difference by cleaning up
our shoreline. Cleanup supplies will be provided. Bring a
reusable water bottle, snacks, sunscreen, a hat, gloves, and
close-toed shoes. Park entry will be waived for participants, but
registration is required.
To register, please contact Felipa Fontes at
rpfont21@aacounty.org or 410-222-3354.

Bodkin students cleaning up last month
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Next PTA Zoom Meeting is Tuesday,
April 5th, 2022 at 6:30pm

us02web.zoom.us

Meeting ID: 731 188 2267

PTA WEBSITE - www.bodkinpta.com
FACEBOOK – facebook/BODKIN ELEMENTARY PTA

ENVIRONMENTAL FAIR

OUTDOOR BEAUTIFICATION

Happy Spring! It’s almost time for the
Environmental & Local Culture Fair! Please
consider signing up to help with setup, to assist
with
eco-crafts
or
breakdown
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/10C05
4EAEA62CA7F94-environmental
Thank you!
Come out on Saturday, May 7th from 10am - 1pm
with your family & friends. There will be vendors
that provide hands-on environmental activities,
selling sustainable or hand-made products and
opportunities to view and touch live animals.
Listen to some live music, create an eco-craft,
purchase spring flowers, enjoy some treats from
the 5th grade promotion bake sale and learn
something new from the vendors…there will be
something for everyone to enjoy! Please plan on
bringing your own water bottle and bag for any
goodies that you purchase. We’ll be selling
reusable produce bags for $3/each! Ditch the
single use plastic produce bags & switch to the
ones pictured.

Spring is upon us!!! It is time to roll up our
sleeves and help to make Bodkin's outdoor space
beautiful!
Please join the Outdoor Beautification committee
on Monday, April 4th from 5:00-6:00 PM. Come
for 30 minutes or the whole hour. Many hands
make light work! We will tackle MORE of the
Monarch Garden and other various clean-up
tasks. Let us know if you can make it by
responding to this Sign Up Genius. If you can
make it, please bring garden gloves, clippers,
rakes and brown yard waste bags.
The OB committee continues to work with a
landscape company to tackle tasks that are too
large for us to do. If you are unable to make it to
the clean-up and wish to make a donation you
may do that on Cheddar Up, or send a check to
school with your student with "Outdoor
Beautification" in the memo, payable to "Bodkin
PTA" and placed in a labeled envelope for them
to give to their teacher/the office.
Pencil in Tuesday, May 3rd for the next cleanup...more details to come.
Any questions feel free to contact Nichole Bentz
at nicholelbentz@gmail.com.

Join Zoom Meeting:
Time: Apr. 25, 2022 06:30 PM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7311882267
Meeting ID: 731 188 2267
Any questions please reach out to Jennifer Aiken at
jenniferldurkin@hotmail.com or Nichole Bentz at
nicholelbentz@gmail.com.

HERSHEYPARK DISCOUNT
TICKETS
Warm weather is right around the corner and we
can smell the chocolate! The Bodkin PTA is
selling DISCOUNTED Hersheypark tickets this
year and they are better than ever! Hersheypark is
now offering discounted parking! Make sure to
order your tickets through CheddarUp
https://my.cheddarup.com/c/hershey-park-tickets2022 any questions please contact Amanda Camhi
at aecamhi@gmail.com.
TICKET SALES END 4/1/22
Each ticket can be used once from April 2, 2022
through January 1, 2023. Tickets are for everyone
ages 3 and up, and are the same price. Children
under 2 are Free
Gate prices - this year will be $77.80, but you
can get them through us for $45!!! That's
about a 41% discount! Tickets can only be used
once.
ADD-ON Discount Meal Tickets to your order
@ $14.00 each - Pre-purchase and save $1.85
of the regular price! Meal ticket is valid at
select locations and includes one entree, one
side, and a fountain beverage. (Select locations
only – Please see Hersheypark.com for more
details)
Pre-paid Parking Voucher - NEW OPTION!!!
Take advantage of the $5 savings for the day
on parking!
Once tickets arrive at Bodkin (late April/early
May), you will be contacted for pick up
information. Please be prepared to pick up from
PTA at a date and location TBD. Ticket pickup
will be communicated via email at a later date.
Tickets WILL NOT be sent home with students
due to value.
Share with friends and family!

YEARBOOK ORDERS
Yearbooks are on sale now! Deadline to order is
Friday, April 15, 2022. Visit http://yearbooks.classicphoto.com/.../home3/Bookstore.jsp to place your
order!
Any questions please reach out to Lindsey Aburn at
bodkinyearbook@gmail.com.

FUN COLOR RUN 2022
The Fun Run Committee is working hard in getting
this event organized!!!! You still have time to grab
those donations! Our goal this year is $25k and we
are inching closer and closer to that goal!!! To
donate to your amazing, talented student
(participant),
please
click
on
this
link
https://bodkin.myfunrun.com/ .
The Fun Run will be held at Bodkin Elementary
during school hours on Friday, April 22, 2022.
Permission slips have been sent home. Please make
sure to send yours in so your child is able to
participate. If you need another copy of the
permission slip you can find one on the Bodkin
PTA website. www.BodkinPTA.com.
Join Zoom Meeting:
Time: Apr. 6, 2022 6:30 PM
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/82207310344?
pwd=UlNjelhKeHp4NC9SZkF3UHRpZzVFZz09
Meeting ID: 822 0731 0344
Passcode: F2w0nX
If you are interested in volunteering please reach
out to Sarah Scardina
(sarah.scardina20@icloud.com)

PTA MEMBERSHIPS
If you haven’t had a chance to sign up for the
PTA it’s not too late. Visit the Cheddar Up Store
to become a member and help support all of the
fun events! https://bodkin-pta-20212022.cheddarup.com

ONGOING WAYS TO HELP
Harris Teeter
When you shop at Harris Teeter, let them know
you support Bodkin. Go to the customer service
desk with your VIP card and have them put
Bodkin PTA on your card. We’ll earn $ every
time you purchase HT brand items!

Box Tops/Coke Rewards
Box Tops is digital! Please make sure to download
the boxtops4education app for a super easy way to
earn $ for the PTA. Simply sign up for Bodkin,
scan your store receipts, and you’re done! No
clipping or sending them in to school. Don’t forget
to send in those Coke Codes too! We raised $1250
last year in Coke Rewards alone! The amazing
support from the school is unbelievable! Contact
Jenna Burns at Bodkinboxtops@gmail.com.
Amazon Smiles
If you shop at Amazon simply go to
smile.amazon.com on your web browser or activate
AmazonSmile on your Amazon Shopping app on
your iOS or Android phone (found under settings on
your app). On your browser, you may also want to
add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it
even easier to return and start your shopping at
AmazonSmile. When you’re using the app, always
check for the “AmazonSmile” logo to ensure you’re
activated for AmazonSmile. Select Bodkin
Elementary PTA.

OFFICE NEWS
Absent Notes

Here are some easy to use sheets when your student is absent.

