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Absolutely Normal Chaos by Sharon Creech

Among the Imposters by Margaret Haddix

Dear Miss Breed by Joanne Oppenheim

Dune by Frank Herbert

The Fellowship of the Ring by J. R. Tolkien

Girl From Yamhill: A Memoir by Beverly Cleary

Holes by Louis Sachar

If a Tree Falls at Lunch Period  
by Gennifer Choldenko

Indian Chiefs by Russell Freedman

The Invisible Thread by Yoshiko Uchida

Jacob Have I Loved by Katherine Paterson

The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara

Loser by Jerry Spinelli

Last Shot: A Final Four Mystery by John Feinstein

On My Honor by Marion Dane Bauer

Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse

The Ransom of Mercy Carter by Caroline Cooney

Rhyming Season by Edward Averett

Scorpia by Anthony Horowitz

Shades of Gray by Carolyn Reeder

The White Mountains by John Christopher

Within Reach: My Everest Story  
by Mark Pfetzer and Jack Galvin

Wright Brothers: How They Invented the Airplane  
by Russell Freedman

Zlata’s Diary: A Child’s Life in Sarajevo  
by Zlata Filipovic
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Archer’s Quest by Linda Sue Park

Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine

Free Baseball by Sue Corbett

Hoot by Carl Hiassen

Hope Was Here by Joan Bauer

Ice Drift by Theodore Taylor

Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson

Mississippi Bridge by Mildred D. Taylor

Morning Girl by Michael Dorris

The Music of Dolphins by Karen Hesse

My Life in Dog Years by Gary Paulsen

The Mysterious Benedict Society  
and the Perilous Journey  

by Trenton Lee Stewart

My Teacher Is an Alien by Bruce Coville

No More Dead Dogs by Gordon Korman

Our Sixth Grade Sugar Babies  
by Eve Bunting

The People Could Fly by Virginia Hamilton

So You Want to be a Wizard by Diane Duane

Surviving the Applewhites  
by Stephanie Tolan

Tales of Desperaux–Being the Story of a Mouse,  
a Princess, Some Soup, and a Spool of Thread 

by Kate DiCamillo

The Trouble with Tuck by Theodore Taylor
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A Long Way from Chicago by Richard Peck

Broken Blade by William Durbin

The Cat Ate My Gymsuit by Paula Danzinger

Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac

Crispin: The Cross of Lead by Avi

The Curse of the Blue Figurine by John Bellairs

The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen

Do You Know the Monkey Man  
by Dori Hilstead Butler

Downriver by Will Hobbs

Eggs by Jerry Spinelli

Fire, Bed & Bone by Henrietta Branford

Harris and Me by Gary Paulsen

Heir Apparent by Vivian VanVelde

Jackaroo by Cynthia Voigt

The Man Who Was Poe by Avi

Martin Luther King: The Peaceful Warrior  
by Edward Clayton

The Other Side of Dark by Joan Lowery Nixon

The River by Gary Paulsen

Shakespeare Bats Cleanup by Ronald Koertge

Squashed by Joan Bauer

The Trouble with Lemons by Daniel Hayes

When My Name Was Keoko by Linda Sue Park

Zen and the Art of Faking It  
by Jordan Sonnenblick

Grade 7Grade 6
entering

The titles on this list are suggestions, and other books may be substituted.  
Ask your librarian for recommendations.

entering

Grade 8
entering

Many authors and companies have  
websites that will help you or your  
parents with your summer reading.  

Here are a few suggestions:
Awesome Library for Kids  

www.awesomelibrary.org/student.html

American Library Associations 700+ Great Sites
http://www.ala.org

Anne Arundel County Public Libraries
www.aacpl.net

Guys Read by Jon Scieszka
www.guysread.com

Key for Rating Books:

4 — Super	 3— Good	 2— Fair    1— Poor

Date	 Title 	   Rating 

Name

My Reading Log



Talking about books is a great way to increase
your enjoyment! You can even invite your 

parents or siblings to join your discussions.

Here are a few tips 
to get your club started:

	 		  • Use sticky notes to mark passages that 		
			   you want to discuss so they will be easy to find.

			   •	 Make up questions for discussion or use 	 	
		  some of these:

Narrative Text
	• 	If you could be one character, who would you 	

	 want to be?

	• 	Could you think of another way your story 	 	
might have happened?

	• 	Have you ever been to a place like this?

	• 	Do you think there is a message in this story?  
	 What is it?

	• Would you read more books by this author?  
	 Why or why not?

	•	 What type of book (genre) is this?  
	

Expository Text
	• 	What did you enjoy learning most?

	• 	Would you read more books on this topic?  	
	 Why or why not?

	• 	What questions would you ask the author?

	• 	What pictures or illustrations did you find 	 	
most interesting?

Remember to have fun!

For more information contact the  
Reading/Language Arts Office at 410-222-5452

Happy 
	 Reading!

The Anne Arundel County Public School System does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, age, national origin, 
religion, disability, sexual orientation, or familial status in matters affecting employment or in providing access to 
programs. For more information, contact Mr. Leslie N. Stanton, Specialist in Human Relations, Anne Arundel County 
Public Schools, 2644 Riva Road, Annapolis, Maryland 21401, (410) 222-5318; TDD (410) 222-5500. Pu
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Kevin M. Maxwell, Ph.D., Superintendent of Schools
Anne Arundel County Public Schools
2644 Riva Road, Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Reader,

The titles suggested in this summer reading list were selected according to the forms of literature you will encounter 
during the next school year. In middle school, you will be reading a variety of literature including poetry, folk tales, tall 
tales, fables, fantasy, science fiction, realistic fiction, mystery, and biographies.

These suggested titles represent multicultural diversity and a range of reading from easy to more challenging. All of 
these titles were chosen because of their high interest appeal to middle school readers.

This list was compiled in cooperation with the Anne Arundel County Public Library. Please visit your local branch of the 
library to locate these books. Many of the authors listed have written other interesting books. You may ask the librarian 
to recommend other books for you to read. You may also visit local bookstores to purchase many of these titles for 
your own collection. 

Included is a reading log where you can record and rate your summer reading selections. There is also a list of sug-
gestions for book club activities and some websites for reading suggestions.
 
Remember that— 
• All reading need not be difficult.
	 • You can develop fluency and improve your rate of reading with “fun” books.

	 • Some books with familiar vocabulary and style reveal surprisingly complex  
	   themes and ideas.

• Non-fiction is great!
	 • Expand your background knowledge and vocabulary with newspapers, magazines, 		  	
  biographies, and informational books.

Start a summer reading book club  
with your friends

In cooperation with the
Anne Arundel County Public Libraries, www.aacpl.net

Summer
Reading

Suggested reading for students entering:
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