AACPS | Q2 Assessment Schedule
Regular Day Schedule

Two-Hour Early Dismissal Day Schedule

(Lunch/Enrichment/Advisory, etc. periods scheduled normally)

Period

January 12th

January 13th

January 17th

January 18th

A Day

B Day

A Day

B Day

1

Engaging
Instruction

Engaging
Instruction

40 minute
QA Review

40 minute
QA Review

2

Engaging
Instruction

Engaging
Instruction

40 minute
QA Review

40 minute
QA Review

3

Engaging
Instruction

4

Engaging
Instruction

Engaging
Instruction

Engaging
Instruction

1A
Quarterly
Assessment

1B
Quarterly
Assessment

2A
Quarterly
Assessment

2B
Quarterly
Assessment

Engaging
Instruction

Engaging
Instruction

January 19th

January 20h

A Day

B Day

Announcements

Announcements

7:25 – 8:05

3A
40 minute QA Review

3B
40 minute QA Review

8:10 – 9:30

3A
Quarterly
Assessment

3B
Quarterly
Assessment

9:30 – 9:55

Break

Break

10:00 – 10:40

4A
40 minute QA Review

4B
40 minute QA Review

10:45 – 12:05

4A
Quarterly
Assessment

4B
Quarterly
Assessment

7:17 – 7:25

Engaging
Instruction

Engaging
Instruction

Frequently Asked Questions

High School Quarterly Assessments Frequently Asked Questions
Why did AACPS adopt Quarterly Assessments (QAs)
in lieu of semester exams?

AACPS moved from semester exams to QAs to benefit
students. First, QAs allow teachers to assess smaller
amounts of content that are closer to the time of
instruction. Second, teachers may use the QA data
to determine re-teaching when applicable in the next
quarter. Third, QAs replace the semester exam and, in
many cases, a regularly scheduled end of marking period
benchmark or unit test. Finally, reducing the value of the
exam from 20% of the overall semester grade to 10%
a quarterly assessment in each marking period grade
reduces the high-stakes nature of any single assessment.
Overall, each QA only counts 5% of the semester grade.

Do students have to take a QA in all high school courses?
Yes, unless otherwise directed by the Assistant
Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction.

Do all QAs have to be pencil/paper, multiple choice, and/or essay?

No. AACPS encourages the use of a wide-variety of assessment formats, including traditional as well as authentic,
performance-based assessments. We encourage teachers
who are making their own assessments to consider using
projects, presentations, portfolios, essays, and performances, when appropriate. All assessments must align with the
course standards and should be approved by the department chair and/or administrator.

How long are the QAs?

Assessments are designed to last one class period, but for
some assessments, such as the WCL speaking and listening
assessments or other performance-based assessments,
students might have to complete part of the assessment
experience prior to the identified assessment time.

Do students in daily classes have to take two QAs?

May schools or individual teachers alter the district
assessment schedule?
No.

No. Students who are in daily classes will only have one
assessment. For these students, the teacher may choose
to give the assessment in full on one day or may divide
the assessment into two parts.

Will all QAs come from the district offices?

How long should teachers review for the QAs?

Can printed QAs be released?

How do teachers determine the student’s grade on
district-produced QAs?

No. Teachers will refer to the High School Courses and
Quarter Assessment document to determine which courses
have required district-produced assessments, which ones
have optional district-produced assessments, and which
ones will have teacher-created assessments.

Curriculum guides include sample assessment items that
teachers should use throughout the quarter; however, an
official review period specifically for the QA should not
last longer than 30 – 40 minutes.

Yes, most QAs can be released to students. Teachers
should use the assessments in class as an opportunity to
reteach when applicable and may also send them home
with students about 2 weeks after the end of the quarter.
Due to copyright restrictions, reading packets and AP
assessments may not be released to students. We do not
currently have a way to “release” the assessments students
take on Unify.

The score, as indicated on the Performance Matters reports
or with the district-approved rubrics, must be used as 10%
of each student’s quarter grade.

Who writes the district-produced QAs?

How do teachers determine the student’s grade on a
teacher-made QA?

Last year, over 400 classroom teachers, team leaders,
department chairs, resource teachers, teacher specialists,
and special education teachers worked with the content
coordinators to create, revise, edit, and vet assessments.
This process is ongoing for all assessments.

Can teachers curve the QAs?

No. All constructed response items are scaled internally
in Performance Matters automatically. When the student
earns less than 50% on the assessment, teachers will use
50% as the grade on the quarterly assessment.

Teachers will use rubrics and other scoring tools to
score student work.

Does the quarterly assessment count as one of the required
nine grades for the quarter?
No.

Do QAs assess all standards in a course?

No. Due to having only one assessment per quarter, we
cannot assess all standards. Although teachers should use
the assessments to help them plan instruction, teachers
should teach the whole curriculum with fidelity. Teachers
have other opportunities in class, such as quizzes and
projects, to assess the course standards.

May teachers modify the QAs to align with student’s IEP, 504,
or ELA Learning Plan?

No. All QAs are created to reflect UDL principles in format
and design. Any other modifications, such as modifications
for visual impairment, etc. are done at the Central Office
level.

Do students have to receive their IEP, 504, or ELA Learning
Plan-identified accommodations?

Yes. All student accommodations (extended time, Kurzweil, organizers, highlighters, etc.) must be provided.
All QAs are loaded into Kurzweil at the district level, and
teachers can access the assessments through the Kurzweil Library. For students who receive extended time, as
indicated on the IEP, 504, or ELA Learning Plan, schools will
need to provide accommodations to ensure that students
have the extended time required. In these cases, schools
may choose to have students begin the QAs prior to the
official testing window.

May students redo any QAs?
No.

