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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SIX SOUTHERN MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS TO TEST 

EXPERIMENT FLOWN ON NASA’S SPACE EXPERIMENT MODULE
WHO:

Six students from Southern Middle School 


Terry Anderson, talent development teacher at Shady Side Elementary 


School


Tracy Vallandingham, seventh-grade science teacher at Southern Middle 



School

WHEN:
Wednesday, November 16, 2005


         11:00 a.m. - Wallops Flight Facility Tour

         Noon - Lunch


         1:00 p.m. - De-integration of Science Experiment
WHERE:    NASA Wallops Flight Facility

         Wallops Island, VA 23337

BACKGROUND:   On Wednesday, November 16, 2005, six seventh-grade students from Southern Middle School will travel to NASA’s Wallops Flight Facility to tour the facility and de-integrate a science experiment they developed three years ago under the direction of Terry Anderson, talent development teacher at Shady Side Elementary School.  Tracy Vallandingham, seventh-grade science teacher at Southern Middle School, will also accompany the students as they inspect a halogen light bulb flown in a standard ½” x 2” vial aboard a Russian space shuttle flight during re-supply missions to the International Space Station.  The experiment, part of NASA’s educational Space Experiment Module (SEM), tests whether or not the radiation levels or microgravity in space would affect the effectiveness of the lighter weight, longer lasting light bulbs.  The students will run trials on the halogen bulbs flown in space and compare them with a control group stored at NASA. The findings could be significant for astronauts who are dependent on artificial light to work on the space station.  
Photo opportunities will be available.  Please notify Berit Bland, NASA Wallops Flight Facility Education Outreach Coordinator, at 757-824-2246 or Berit.H.Bland.1@gsfc.nasa.gov if you plan to attend.
-30-

�





�










