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     March 1, 2006

AACPS Presents 35th Annual Theatre Festival

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

More than 300 students from nine county high schools will participate and perform on Friday, March 3 from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for the 35th Annual Theatre Festival at South River High School.    

In addition to participating in the day-long event, the acting companies from Annapolis High School, Arundel High School, Glen Burnie High School, Northeast High School, Severna Park High School, South River High School, and Southern High School will also present scenes from big name plays and musicals such as Don’t Drink the Water, Oklahoma!, The Music Man, and Rent.  Judges from Colonial Players and Everyman Theatre companies will evaluate productions and provide written feedback to the schools.

Individual student actors will perform monologues that they’ve prepared for college and scholarship auditions.  Last year’s monologue performers went on to attend the American Academy of Dramatic Arts in New York, New York University, and Virginia Commonwealth University, among others.

Twelve consultants, including award-winning actors and directors, will teach master class workshops.  These professionals from across the region have made theatre their career or their avocation, serving as experts and role models for the students as they begin to plan their own futures in the arts.

To further encourage the students’ continued participation in theatre, college exhibits from theatre schools will be on display in the lobby, as well as messages from Anne Arundel County Public Schools alumni who are currently studying and working in theatre and film. 

The annual festival is celebratory rather than competitive in the spirit of spring Dionysian festivals, a tradition reaching back to ancient Greece.  School productions receive awards for their contributions to the Anne Arundel County Public Schools theatre program.  

“For our students to see what is going on in other schools and to share that excitement is a wonderful opportunity.  We are building artistic relationships with students that we would not otherwise meet.  The theatre festival encourages appreciation of the arts for all.  And my mentor is one of our workshop presenters.  I worked with her for six years.  We are so pumped!” says Jessica Bounelis, who attended the festival ten years ago as a student and is now drama director at Glen Burnie High School.
















