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SCHOOL SYSTEM TO HOST SKIPJACK LAUNCH
CELEBRATION FOR ‘SAILING INTO THE ARTS PROGRAM’
Sixteen Skipjacks to be on Display at Dr. Carol S. Parham Administration Building
WHO:

Student artists and teachers from all 12 county high schools as well as Central Special, J. Albert Adams Academy at Adams Park, Marley Glen, and Ruth Eason special centers. 
INVITED

GUESTS:
Maryland Governor Robert Ehrlich, Jr., County Executive Janet Owens, Annapolis Mayor Ellen Moyer, and other elected officials as well as Board of Education Members and Interim Superintendent Nancy Mann.
WHAT:
The official launch ceremony to display sixteen Skipjacks that were designed by county school students. The skipjacks will be on display at the Dr. Carol S. Parham Administration Building before they are moved to their display locations throughout the county. 
WHEN:
Thursday, April 6, 2006


 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.
WHERE:
Dr. Carol S. Parham Administration Building


Board Room


2644 Riva Road




Annapolis, MD 
BACKGROUND: The AACPS Sailing Into the Arts Program is a public art project to showcase student artwork and to bring additional resources to support art programs.  Over the past few years, several cities in the nation have undertaken large public art displays.  In Chicago, artists decorated large cow statues; in New Orleans and Baltimore it was fish.  Most of the sculptures in these large cities were decorated by professional artists.  The AACPS Sailing Into the Arts Program is unique in that it features public art by students. 

Through the program, students created sixteen fiberglass sculptures of the “skipjack” sailboat.  The skipjack boat is well known in Maryland as the official waterman’s boat and was utilized from the 1880’s until the 1940’s as the primary working boat for oyster dredging.
-more-

Unique because it is a working sailboat, the skipjack has become an iconic symbol of Chesapeake Bay waterman and is still in use today although its numbers have dwindled significantly.  Historically accurate skipjack sculptures, approximately five feet tall, five feet long, and three feet wide, were decorated by students in each of our 12 high schools and four special education centers.
Each school was given a sculpture to decorate and $200 toward the purchase of materials.  In addition, each skipjack will feature a fact question to engage all students and county residents in learning more about the history of this unique working sailboat. 
Immediately following the launch ceremony, the sculptures will be delivered to their display locations throughout Anne Arundel County and will be on display from April through early September. Additionally, sculptures will be auctioned online at the end of the display period. All funds from the sale of the skipjacks will benefit the arts program for Anne Arundel County Public Schools.
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