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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
BOARD OF EDUCATION, SUPERINTENDENT, COUNTY ORGANIZATIONS GATHER FOR HISTORIC SIGNING OF AGREEMENT

Ceremony to Commemorate Pledge To 
Raise African-American Academic Achievement
WHO:

Konrad Wayson, President, Board of Education 

             Board of Education Members


Dr. Eric J. Smith, Superintendent of Schools


             John Wilson, Executive Director, R.E.S.P.E.C.T, Inc.



Gerald Stansbury, President, Anne Arundel County NAACP 

             Carlesa Finney, Member of the Community Education Committee


Invited Guests: Michael Busch, Maryland Speaker of the House;

            Janet Owens, County Executive; Ronald Dillon, County Council 
            Chair; Edward Reilly, County Council Vice Chair; Sheila Finlayson, TAAAC 
            President; Clemon Wesley, Co- Chair of R.E.S.P.E.C.T., Inc. Foundation; 
            Irma Holland, Chair, Community Education Committee; Odessa Ellis, Chair,
            Concerned Citizens for Successful Students; Rev. Bishop Thomas, President,
            United Black Clergy
WHAT:
An official signing ceremony by the Board of Education and several

  
county organizations, including R.E.S.P.E.C.T, Inc. and the county NAACP,
             that worked for more than a year to finalize an agreement that pledges to raise
             the academic achievement of African-American students. Board of Education
             President Konrad Wayson will give opening remarks followed by county 
             NAACP President Gerald Stansbury, R.E.S.P.E.C.T, Inc. Co-Chair Clemon 
            Wesley, and Schools Superintendent Eric J. Smith. All participating parties
            will sign the official document.
WHEN:
Wednesday, September 7, 2005


10:00 a.m.

                                                                 (-more-)

WHERE:
Dr. Carol S. Parham Administration Building






Board Room 
2644 Riva Road







Annapolis, MD

BACKGROUND: After the 50th anniversary of the landmark Brown vs. the Board of Education case, Anne Arundel County Public Schools and several county organizations, including R.E.S.P.E.C.T, Inc. and the county chapter of the NAACP, began negotiations toward a final agreement that would cement the school system and county’s pledge to close the achievement gap between African-American students and other subgroups in AACPS. 
The final agreement, which came from mediation discussions facilitated by the Department of Justice, will be signed by all involved parties during the Board of Education’s September 7th meeting. 
                      (-30-)
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