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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
NORTH COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR EARNS FULL SCHOLARSHIP 
TO LAFAYETTE COLLEGE THROUGH POSSE FOUNDATION
North County High School senior Romeo Urias has been awarded a Posse Foundation full-tuition scholarship valued at over $120,000 to Lafayette College in Easton, Pennsylvania.  As the first member of his family to have the opportunity to attend college, Urias strives to motivate his three sisters and his many cousins to pursue academic excellence. “I tell them that if they work hard in school, they can succeed in life,” he said.
 Urias competed for this award against more than 700 students in the Washington, D.C. area, and was the only winning student from the 24 applicants from Anne Arundel County Public Schools.  Along with 31 other winning students from the region, Urias was honored at a reception on December 20 at the Gala Hispanic Theater in Washington, D.C.

The Posse Foundation identifies, recruits, and trains student leaders from public high schools to form multicultural teams called “Posses.”  These teams are then prepared, through an intensive eight-month Pre-Collegiate Training Program, for enrollment at top-tier universities nationwide to pursue their academics and to help promote cross-cultural communication on campus.  Urias has enjoyed the weekly meetings with his fellow Posse members in Washington, D.C. and looks forward to sustaining the Posse friendships while studying chemical engineering at Lafayette.

At North County High School, Urias has earned a 4.4 cumulative grade-point average and is ranked number two in his class, right behind Nathan Giles, who earned a perfect score on the new SAT last year.   “When I came here four years ago, we had ten AP classes and now we have 21.  I am so happy to see the fruits of this expansion of our AP offerings in the great successes of our students,” said North County High School principal Patricia Plitt.

In addition to his heavy academic load that includes five AP classes, Urias plays bass in the jazz band, trombone in the marching band, and alto saxophone in the concert band.  An athlete, he competes in shot-put and discus and is an offensive and defensive lineman on the football team.  He is also a member of the National Honor Society and the Honors Spanish Club.
A native Spanish speaker, Urias learned to speak English in school. His mother and father were born in Central America and moved to the United States as adults.  When they heard the news, they burst into tears of elation and pride.  “They said they knew all along I could do it,” said Urias.
Urias is an active member of the Bethany Christian Center in Annapolis, where he leads the youth band.  He views his scholarship win as a blessing, and thanks God for the tremendous support he has received at home and at school.  
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