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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

From Serious Writer’s Block to National Recognition:

Meade High School Senior Receives Award From NFAA


The National Foundation for Advancement in the Arts (NFAA) recently announced Ramon Santeliz, a senior at Meade High School, has been selected from the top 10% of applicants nationwide to receive a Merit Award in Creative Non-Fiction Writing. Founded in 1981, the NFAA is dedicated to identifying and distinguishing students who are pursuing their interest in the arts. Ramon is the only student from Anne Arundel County to receive an award in any of the categories from the NFAA this year. Kathleen Jepson, the teacher advisor to the school’s publication The Meade Mag, recognized Ramon’s talent and encouraged him to submit his work to NFAA and is both surprised and elated at his honor considering his initial lack of interest in writing, “He wasn’t always interested in writing.” Ramon has been an active writer in the Meade Mag for three years.


Through cash awards, scholarships, and national recognition, the NFAA assists students in finding a potential career in the arts. The NFAA recognizes students who participate in writing, dancing, jazz, photography, theatre, visual arts, film and video, voice and music. Through the student’s interaction with their dreams and talents, the NFAA hopes to bring forth emerging artists to continue enriching American culture. Ms. Jepson feels that Ramon is “pure talent, raw and original in his insights and in his expression”. Along with a cash award and his work being considered for spring publication, Ramon has the distinction of being one in only 45 other writers selected by the NFAA from the state of Maryland.
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