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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 

HIGH SCHOOL SCHEDULING COMMITTEE CONDUCTS
THIRD-ROUND ANALYSIS OF SCHEDULING MODELS
Group Anticipates Final Vote on Recommendations Next Month 

 

Continuing its charge to examine and perhaps offer alternatives to the school system’s current A-day/B-day high school schedule, a diverse group of members of the High School Scheduling Committee spent Monday conducting a third round of model examination as well as deleting those models that the group believes do not best serve the needs of the 75,000-student school system.


During the all-day discussion at the Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center in Millersville, committee members recapped discussions about previous models and examined three additional ones: Albert Einstein Seven-Period Day, Six-Period Day, and Six-Period Day – Extended Lunch. Below is a summary of each evaluated model:

· Albert Einstein Seven-Period Day – This model allows students to take seven classes per semester, earning ½ credit per semester for each class. Students can earn seven credits per year and earn 28 credits for four years of work. The unique feature of this model is that class length varies during the week depending on which period the class is assigned. An advantage of this model can be a reduction in a teacher’s workload by assigning five groups of students instead of six. A key disadvantage could be that teachers may end up with a full day with no planning time.

-more-

      Six-Period Day – This model allows students to take six classes per day. Each class last approximately 55 minutes. One-half of a credit is awarded at the end of each semester for each class where a passing grade was earned. Students earn three credits per semester or six per year. Over four years, a student can earn 24 credits. Current Board of Education Administrative Regulations require that students entering ninth grade in 2005-2006 earn 26 credits to graduate. This would need to be reduced if a six-period day was adopted.

      Six-Period Day/Extended Lunch – This model is very similar to the six-period day. The major difference is that a seminar block of time is available for students during an extended lunch block. A major advantage of this model includes class-size reduction. A key disadvantage includes increased teacher workload.

Overall, committee members – who are made up of students, teachers, principals, content specialists, senior administrators, and representatives from the Anne Arundel County Council of PTAs and the Citizens Advisory Committee – have examined 13 models since February. During Monday’s meeting, the group evaluated nine models based on how they meet the school system’s needs, such as HSA/MSA Remediation, Diversity of the Model, Effect on Student Workload, Effect on Teacher Workload, and Collaborative Planning for Teachers and Students. The committee ended the meeting clearly favoring four models, but is still not ready as a group to take a vote.
“This is not a done deal. This is a strategy we are using to see where we are in our thinking right now,’’ said Marti Pogonowski, who serves as co-facilitator of the meetings with county schools’ Staff Development Specialist Dr. Frank Horstman.

The committee is expected to hold its final scheduled meeting on Monday,

May 8, 2006, at Arlington Echo from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. All previous discussions and model evaluations are expected to lead the committee to take a consensus vote on several top choices that will be submitted for consideration to the incoming Superintendent by July 1, 2006. The new Superintendent and the Board of Education must approve the committee’s recommendation before any change in the high school schedule can go into effect for the 2007-2008 school year. 
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