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December 6, 2005

Fort Smallwood and South Shore Elementary Schools 

Named 2005 Character Education “School of the Year”

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    

For consistently excelling in quality character education programs and practices, the Maryland Center for Character Education recognized Fort Smallwood and South Shore elementary schools with “School of the Year distinctions for 2005. 

Fort Smallwood Elementary School’s Circle of Understanding

Character education is a top priority for Fort Smallwood Elementary School Principal Gwen Atkinson.  She believes that, “learning to get along with people from diverse backgrounds is as important as a quality academic education.”  

Accordingly, the school implemented the AACPS Second Step program to help students develop skills to recognize their own feelings as well as consider the feelings of others.  Each month a student is recognized for demonstrating good character and rewarded with donations from local businesses.

Since joining the school in 2002, Atkinson has developed a local, national, and international line of compassion through which her students share.  On the local level, the school partners with the Veterans of Foreign Wars to provide food for needy families in the school’s Pasadena community.  This year students felt compelled to raise funds for a school damaged by Hurricane Katrina.  And globally, students have been forging relationships of understanding with students at their sister school, the Nyanni Primary School in Wamunyu, Kenya.  Through the Maryland-based non-profit organization, Kenya Connect, the two schools communicate via a pen pal system that has led to cross-cultural interaction and global friendships.  

“This program makes the world smaller for our students,” said Atkinson.  

South Shore Elementary School “Doing It’s Best”
A banner with a quote from the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. hangs in the foyer of South Shore Elementary School, “Intelligence plus character – that is the goal of true education.”

The school’s character education program, “Doing Our Best to Be the Best” is threefold.  Since 2000, the school has been carefully and thoughtfully focusing on:

· Building Character by encouraging students to take responsibility for their choices and actions.

· Building Self-Esteem by motivating students to do their personal best.

· Building Community by inspiring students to contribute to the world around them while honoring the diversity that makes our country great.

               The values of responsibility, individuality, cooperation, compassion, discipline, friendship, honesty, courtesy, and learning were integrated into the curriculum during the 2003-2004 school year.  This year school is focused on knowledge, determination, gratitude, generosity, resourcefulness, fairness, hope, conviction, and obedience.

South Shore Elementary School students exemplify these characteristics through the school’s outreach programs that include, a Baltimore Zoo fundraiser, food donation to the Anne Arundel County Food and Resource Bank, Chesapeake Bay Connections Club, a Veterans Day celebration, a Harvest for the Hungry project, dance performance at the Sunrise Assisted Living Center, the Valentines for Veterans project, UNICEF Tsunami Relief efforts, and a Pennies for Patients fundraiser.

Principal Deborah Williams is particularly proud of the simplicity of the program, which at its core helps students cultivate some of the best qualities of the human race.  She draws inspiration from a quote credited to teacher Deborah Meyer, “Good schools, like good societies and good families, celebrate and cherish diversity.”

Representatives from both schools attended the annual luncheon of the Maryland Center for Character Education on December 1, where they received awards and shared best practices with other Maryland private, public, and parochial schools. 
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