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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

300 Anne Arundel County Public School Students To
Release 100 Diamondback Terrapins Back into the Bay
WHO:               300 Pre-Kindergarten, Elementary, Middle, Special Ed., and High

School students from 32 Anne Arundel County Public Schools

WHAT:
100 classroom-raised diamondback terrapins will be released into the
Chesapeake Bay by Anne Arundel County Public School students on the 


Poplar Island Environmental Restoration Site.

WHEN:
May 22, 23, 24, 30, 31 and June 1, 5, 6, 7


Boat departures start at 9:00 a.m. 


Approximate time spent on Poplar Island: 1½ hours

BACKGROUND: From May 22 through June 7, 300 Anne Arundel County Public School students from Pre-Kindergarten to High School will be releasing over 100 classroom-raised diamondback terrapins into the Chesapeake Bay on the Poplar Island Environmental Restoration Site. This will be a conclusion to the student’s eight-month long study of Maryland’s state reptile in the “Terrapin Connection” program.


The “Terrapin Connection” program is unique in Maryland and is conducted in partnership with AACPS – Arlington Echo, the Maryland Environmental Service at Poplar Island, Ohio University, and is funded by the Chesapeake Bay Trust.

             Participating classrooms have been raising and studying the terrapin hatchlings since October. The program incorporates relevant curricular studies in a partnership with Dr. Willem Roosenburg of Ohio University, a leading terrapin researcher. 

If press members are interested in accompanying students on the Maryland Environmental Services boat from Tilghman Island to Poplar Island on one of the release dates listed above, please contact Stephen Barry as soon as possible at 410-222-3822  to reserve a seat.  Due to the great response of schools, boat reservations are limited.
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