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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    

COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM CONTINUES TO INVESTIGATE 

REPORTS OF SKIN IRRITATION IN PORTABLE CLASSROOMS

 AT BROCK BRIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL


Today, a team of school system officials from the Operations Division continued their evaluation of the portable classrooms at Brock Bridge Elementary School in Laurel, Maryland where earlier this week several students and teachers complained of a skin irritation.  


The team, led by Dan La Hart, a certified industrial hygienist and the school system’s Environmental Issues Program Manager, has spent three days examining the portable classrooms, including on-going air sampling. Based on their findings, the school system believes the portables are safe for student instruction. However, as a precaution, the school system will close all three portables until there is further evaluation.  School system operations staff will also remain on site until they are no longer needed.


After receiving initial reports from the school, representatives from the operations staff have spent several days disinfecting all of the portables and replacing every air filter in the school building as well as the portables. 

“From our initial findings, we see no immediate school source of the problem that caused the students and teachers reactions,” La Hart said. “As a precautionary measure, we will continue to re-clean and re-check the air filtration systems throughout the entire school. From a facility standpoint, it is important for us to be able to reassure the community that the school is safe.”

On Wednesday and Thursday, several students and teachers complained of a skin irritation that resulted in what appeared to be a noticeable rash. All were immediately examined by the school nurse and were sent home as necessary. The school immediately contacted both the county health department and the school system’s operations division for assistance.

A letter will also be sent home to all parents today from the school to update them on the status of the assessment. For any health-related questions, please contact Elin Jones, County Health Department Public Information Officer, at 410-222-4508.

“I have great affection for this school. My daughter attended here,’’ said Board of Education member Eugene Peterson, who visited the school this morning to speak with the school’s staff about the incident. “I stand by the school system’s assessment and the health department’s assessment. I’m sure when it’s all said and done everyone will be fine. When it comes to the health of our students and staff, we always take these matters seriously.”
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