Stephen Barry





October 12, 2004

Coordinator of Environmental/

Outdoor Education

410-222-3822

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AACPS AWARDED FUNDING THROUGH

 BAY WATERSHED EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

 Board of Education Members, Superintendent of Schools To Accept

Ceremonial Check from Senator Sarbanes and Congressman Cardin


Schools Superintendent Eric J. Smith, Board of Education President Ned Carey, and Board of Education Vice President Konrad Wayson will join Lowell Bahner, Director of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Chesapeake Bay Office, to receive a ceremonial check for the Bay Watershed Education and Training Program (B-WET). The ceremony will take place at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, October 19, 2004 at the Center for Applied Technology North (CAT-North). CAT-North is located at 800 Stevenson Road in Severn, Maryland.


Senator Paul Sarbanes and U.S. Congressman Benjamin Cardin, who are strong supporters of B-WET funding in Congress, will make the check presentation of $2.5 million, of which $68,000 is expected to go to Anne Arundel County Public Schools’ Arlington Echo-Chesapeake Connections Program. Sarbanes and Cardin will also observe third-grade students from George Cromwell Elementary School and seventh- and eighth-grade students from Chesapeake Bay Middle School as they harvest and replant endangered native species in the greenhouse at CAT-North. The plants will be grown in the greenhouse for a spring restoration project.

“It is an honor to have Senator Sarbanes and Congressman Cardin recognize the importance of educating our students about the resources of the Chesapeake Bay,” said Schools Superintendent Eric J. Smith.

 “With this funding, we’ll be able to continue to provide our students with an understanding of how vital it is to protect, cultivate, and sustain the resources of the Bay,” he added. “Our schools have a strong commitment to environmental education, and we continue to collaborate with professional and scientific organizations to maximize the learning opportunities we offer our students.”  

-more-

NOAA’s B-WET Program is providing funding to the Chesapeake Connections Program for the first time. B-WET, which incorporates workshops for teachers and hands-on student participation, was established in 2002 and since then has become a national model for environmental education. Currently, 25 Anne Arundel County Public Schools participate in the program, reaching an estimated 14,500 students.
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