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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
COUNTY HIGH SCHOOLS GRANTED AYP APPEALS
 FROM MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
SCHOOL SYSTEM PERCENTAGE OF SUCCESFUL APPEALS EXCEEDS STATE AVERAGE
     Five of six county high schools that filed appeals last month with the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) for failing to make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in the areas of special education (geometry) and special education (English 2) during the 2004-2005 school year have received confirmation that their appeals have been approved.

     On Friday, school system officials received written notification from MSDE that all appeals filed by Arundel, Glen Burnie, Northeast, North County, Old Mill, and South River high schools in the English 2 category have been granted.
     In the geometry category, all of the appeals submitted by South River and Arundel high schools were also approved. Only North County High School failed to receive approval in the geometry category, but the high school has shown an upward progression in moving from the School Improvement II category to School Improvement I this year. If North County High School makes AYP for two consecutive years, the state will remove the high school from its school improvement list. (See Identifying Schools for Improvement Fact Sheet). There are five categories of school improvement ranging from 1-5 with the last category requiring state takeover to restructure the school from MSDE.
     Overall, 83 percent of all appeals filed by Anne Arundel County Public Schools were granted, a percentage that greatly exceeded the state average of 60% of approved appeals.                       
(-more-)
    “I am delighted that the Maryland State Department of Education has approved our appeals,’’ said Interim Superintendent of Schools Nancy Mann. “Our performance in special education continues to improve because of the variety of programs that are available in the school system to assist our students. We know our programs are working, but we must continue to improve them in order to meet the needs of every student in this system.”
     For a school to achieve AYP, it must achieve all of its Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs) in a particular year. There are three major areas that determine AYP: Reading, Mathematics, and Attendance or Graduation Rate. There are also nine subgroup categories in the areas of Reading and Math: (1) All Students, (2) Special Education Students, (3) Limited English Proficient Students, (4) Students Receiving Free/Reduced Price Meals, (5) American Indian/Native American Students, (6) Asian/Pacific Islander Students, (7) African American Students, (8) White Students (not of Hispanic Origin), and (9) Hispanic Students.
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