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Try out ideas

Talk with experts

Expand your outlook

Perform hands-on tasks

Learn about professional career fields
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What is it?
Middle School Scholars is an accelerated learning 
program — co-sponsored by the Gifted/Talented Office
of Anne Arundel County Public Schools (AACPS) and Anne
Arundel Community College (AACC) — for advanced,
highly motivated middle school students like you. Match
your talents to new experiences by spending a day
immersed in a professional field such as archaeology,
journalism or the fields of math and science. Courses are
co-taught by an educator and a specialist(s). For infor-
mation call 410-777-2325.

When is it?
Please see the accompanying flier for application
deadline and specific course offerings for the upcom-
ing session.

What will you get out of it?
The Middle School Scholars program offers you the
chance to try out ideas, expand your outlook and gain 
an open-ended understanding of the vast possibilities 
associated with specific career fields. Small class sizes
allow you to work with professionals and with other
students and to view your course from a variety of
perspectives. At least 10 students are needed to run
each course.

Who can apply?
The Middle School Scholars program is specially
designed for sixth-to-eighth-grade students currently
enrolled in academic level and accelerated classes
and/or students who have demonstrated strong interest
and aptitude in a particular field. Please review the
application instructions enclosed.

What is the refund policy?
To receive a refund submit a written request to AACC’s Office
of Lifelong Learning before the first day of class. No refund
will be given after the course has started.
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To be completed by the student.

Please relate your responses specifically to the student’s ability in the course topic as compared to other advanced
students you have taught over the past few years. Please rate each behavior on a scale of 1–3.

3 = Regularly observed or demonstrated

2 = Occasionally observed or demonstrated

1 = Seldom observed or demonstrated

� Demonstrates a high level of interest in this subject. 3 2 1
� Demonstrates a high level of commitment to this subject. 3 2 1
� Engages in academic risk-taking behaviors. 3 2 1

(Experimenting, researching, challenging, questioning)
� Generates multiple ideas or solutions to problems or questions 3 2 1
� Demonstrates an ability to work on a task or topic of interest 

with independence and maturity for an extended period of time. 3 2 1

Would you recommend this student for the Middle School Scholars program?
Yes ❑ Yes with reservation ❑ No ❑

Comments (Optional) __________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature of teacher __________________________________________________________________________

Date __________ Daytime phone __________________ Subject/grade and/or ________________________
Professional association

--Please place the completed recommendation form in the envelope and seal before returning to the student.--

MIDDLE SCHOOL SCHOLARS MIDDLE SCHOOL SCHOLARS

An equal opportunity, affirmative action, Title IX, ADA Title 504 compliant institution. Call disability support services, 410-777-2307 or Maryland Relay 711, 72 hours in
advance, to request special accommodations. For information regarding Anne Arundel Community College's compliance and complaints concerning discrimination or
harassment, call 410-777-7432 or Maryland Relay 711.
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Middle School Scholars

Teacher Recommendation Form

(Please print)

Student’s name ____________________________________________________________

This student has applied to ____________________________________________________
(Course title)

Application due date ________________________________________________________
(Refer to accompanying flier)

Please give an envelope labeled TEACHER RECOMMENDATION and YOUR NAME
to your teacher along with this recommendation form . 

Have your teacher return the completed recommendation form to you .

Directions for the Teacher
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All completed applications must be received by the date specified on
the accompanying flier.

How do you apply?
Step �

Read the course descriptions in the accompanying
flier and select a course that interests you.

Step �
Check off each step of the application process as
you complete it:

❑ Student Application Form
❑ Middle School Scholars Essay
❑ Teacher Recommendation Form

(to be completed by the teacher and returned
to the student in a sealed envelope)

What steps should you follow to apply?
Step �

Complete the Student Application Form. Have your
parent/guardian sign the permission statement.

Step �
Follow instructions for the essay. ESOL students may
write their essay in their native language.

Step �
Submit the Teacher Recommendation Form to a
teacher who knows your ability in the course you have
selected. You can choose a current or past teacher or
a private instructor. Have the teacher return the
completed form to you in a sealed envelope.

Step �
Mail your application form, essay and sealed
teacher recommendation envelope to:
MIDDLE SCHOOL SCHOLARS
JOHNSON BUILDING ROOM 200
ANNE ARUNDEL COMMUNITY COLLEGE
101 COLLEGE PARKWAY
ARNOLD MD 21012

How will you be notified?
You will receive a letter indicating you have been select-
ed, put on a waiting list or were not selected. If you have
been selected, you will receive registration information
from Anne Arundel Community College.

All applicants must write a student essay. The purpose of your
essay is to provide information about your interests and
abilities in the course offered by the Middle School
Scholars program. Please read the Middle School
Scholars program course descriptions for the current
session carefully before writing your essay. ESOL stu-
dents may write in their native language. Language dis-
abled students may substitute an audio cassette for the
written essay.

Directions
Limit your essay to two sides of an 8 1/2-inch by 11-inch
sheet of paper or use the essay sheets on pages 5-6. Write
neatly in ink or type.

At the top of your paper, write your name, school,
grade, full name of the teacher completing the teacher
recommendation form and the name of the course you
would like to take.

Address the following topics in your essay: Interests,
related experience and goals. Use these questions to
help you think about the content of the essay:

Interests
Why are you interested in this course? What are
your reasons for wanting to attend?

Related experiences
What experiences have you had that relate 
to the subject matter of the course you would 
like to attend?

Goals
What do you hope to gain by participating 
in this program and course?

1. Proofread and edit your essay carefully. Your 
essay should be a representative sample of your
writing abilities.

2. Print or type the following at the bottom of your
essay to indicate the work is representative of your
own abilities. “I pledge that this essay is represen-
tative of my own ability.” Sign the statement in ink.

3. Staple your essay to the completed Student
Application Form.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL SCHOLARS MIDDLE SCHOOL SCHOLARS

Application Instructions Student Essay InstructionsMiddle School Scholars Essay
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� ____________________________________________________
Last name First name Middle initial

� ____________________________________________________
(title of class) at (location of class)

� ____________________________________________________
Street address or box number

____________________________________________________
Town/city State ZIP code

� ____________________________________________________
Home phone E-mail address

� � M F � ______________
Student’s age Sex (circle one) Current grade

� ____________________________________________________
School

I hereby grant permission for my child to apply to this program. I understand that the teacher recommendation and
student essay will remain confidential and will not be sent back. I will allow my child to complete an evaluation at the
end of the course.

I WILL WILL NOT permit photographs of my child to be taken and used to promote AACC Youth Programs in 
print and on the Web.

(circle one)

Name of Parent/Guardian (Please print) __________________________________________________________

Signature of Parent/Guardian  __________________________________________________________________

Daytime telephone number ______________________

Evening telephone number ______________________

Date  ______________________________________

Gifted and Talented • Grades 6–8
4 5

Gifted and Talented • Grades 6–8

Name

School/Grade

Name of teacher completing recommendation form

MIDDLE SCHOOL SCHOLARS MIDDLE SCHOOL SCHOLARS

Middle School Scholars EssayStudent Application Form

OPTIONAL — FOR REPORTING PURPOSES ONLY.
PLEASE CHECK APPLICABLE BOXES.

❑ BLACK/AFRICAN/AMERICAN (1)
❑ NATIVE AMERICAN/ALASKAN NATIVE (2)
❑ ASIAN OR PACIFIC ISLANDER (3)
❑ HISPANIC (4)
❑ CAUCASIAN (5)
❑ FOREIGN (6)

✃✃
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