Anne Arundel County Public Schools

Wildcat News

Welcome Back from Dr. Ashworth:

Dear Parents and Students:

As summer comes to a
close, | hope that you have
enjoyed your summer
months and have had an
opportunity to rest and rela
before the start of the new
school year. | would like to
welcome our new families
as they join the Arundel
Middle School community,
where we are Professional
Respectful Individuals
Determined to Excel
(P.R.I.D.E.). | know you
will be impressed with our
dedication to making
Arundel Middle the best
school possible. | hope that
during the year, | will be
able to call upon you to use
your energy as we work
together for the children of
Arundel. We will share
more information on how
you can assist us during
Back-to-School Night on
Tuesday, September 16,
2010 at 5:15 p.m. during
our pre Parent meeting.
Our new PTA President
will address us
approximately at 6:00 p.m.
and visitation of class-
rooms will begin at
approximately 6:30 p.m.
Pl ease revi
newsletter for new and
important information
regarding programs,
staffing, and activitiesWe
are excited about our new
teachers that have joined @
Wildcat Family and our ney
PTA Officers this school
year. During this year, we
hope to expand our PBIS
P.R.I.D.E. incentives, so that
more students can be
recognized for
demonstrating P.R.I.D.E.
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(Professional Respectful
Individuals Determined ta
Excel).

On Monday, August 2%
we will welcome our 8
grade students only. The
will spend a full day of
school getting familiar

with their class schedules,

maneuvering around the
school-building-and
hearing about our school
vision. They will also
learn ways on-how to
become a successful
student in middle school,
various extrecurricular
activities, Code of Studen
Conduct, and academic
programs designed for
student success. On
Tuesday, August 94
the 7" and &' grade
students will join us. The
will begin their day in a
grade level assembly,
hearing similar
information that was shar
with the " grade.
The Maryland State
Department has released
MSA scores for school
year 20092010. If you
have not already reviewe
the report, and /or listene
to my Conneced
message, Arundel Middle
Sahaplidigl noraaket h
Adequate Yearly Progres

(AYP) in three subgroups.

Although thisis not good
news, we have already
made some changes to
ensure that ALL of our
students are academicall
successfull Changes in
staffing, scheduling, and
the creation of alternative
opportunities for students
to learn, remediate, and
receive intervention have
already taken place.
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During our CATSAdVvisory,
Wildcat Wednesday and
Saturday Academy,
teachers will be working
with students to extend the
learning, remediate, and
receive interventionMany
of our teachers, counselorg
and administrators have
attended conferences and
workshops focused on
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student learning. | am
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the 16th. Also note inside

Pesticide Info 1213

this edition, Arundel Middle
sis going Green! Our

Calendar 14

our School &8s
bimonthly. If you still want
to receive a hard copy plea
let the Ms. Gonzalez in the
main office know, and she
will see to it that a paper
copy goes home with your
child.

Volunteers (especially
parents!) can have such a
positive impact.

(continue on page 2)

newsletter will be posted on
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Continue from Dr. Ashworth:

Arundel Middle strives to provide
many extracurricular opportunitie
for students in addition to the
rigorous class work, but we need
your help! We would love to have
volunteers assisting in the areas
tutoring, classroom assistance,
copying for teachers, front office
help, PTA, and after school
enrichment programs. Please
consider becoming a volunteer tq
help us help all of our students
become successful. We are
committed to helping every student
succeed in schooht Arundel
Middle School, we believe it is
important for families and schools
to work together and share
responsibility for student success
Please know that throughout this
year, my goal is to work closely
with you to ensure that the needs
your children are being met. My
door is open to you so feel free tg
contact me to discuss any issues,
concerns, or suggestions for
ensuring that Arundel Middle
School becomes one of the BEST
schools in Anne Arundel County.
By keeping lines of communicatic
open, we will be able to create an
effective learning community for
all students at Arundel. Attending
monthly PTA meetings is the best
way to discuss and collaborate in
addressing your desires and
concerns. Thank you for your
support and cooperation as we
work together to make this a
successful year for your children!
As you review and take a careful
look over the forms and
information that will come home
the first few days of school, pleas
pay careful attention to the items
regarding:Student Attendance /
Absences, Arrival and Dismissal
Times, andthe Student Code of
Conduct. This information can
be found in the Student Agenda
Book, Student Code of Conduct
and Parent Handbook. This year
the handbooks can only be found
online at: www.aacps.org/
parents/parenthandbook.pdf In
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addition, the parent calendar can
be found at www.aacps.org/
parents/parentcalendar.pdf Each
student is asked to return the
sighature page acknowledging th
understanding of County policies
for discipline consequences,
computer use, and academic
integrity by Back to School Night
on September 16, 2010.
Reflecting on last year; please na
the following:

Please make sure you review the
Student Code of Conduct with
your child. This handbook will
provide you and your child with
information regarding discipline
consequences for violating schog
rules and polices. Arundel
Middle will aggressively seek to
addresgeasing, bullyingand
gossipin all forms, when we are
made aware that the behavior is
occurring. We will be expanding
our PBIS program with
opportunities that will encourage
students to behave appropriately
following school rules and policie
Our goal is to develop a positive
culture of learning; not one of
disruption | am happy to report
that a review of our discipline dat
for the 20092010 school year,
shows a decrease in the number
office referrals for behavior.
Referrals went from 807 to 765.
With your assistance, we will
attempt to create a positiveafe
school environment for EVERY
child. Students are NOT permitted
to have cell phones in use on
school property. We will continue
to ABag & Tago
when students violate this policy.
If students need to make an
emergency call, they are to report
to the front office to use a phone
that is available for this purpose.
Parents will have an opportunity t
get more information regarding th
information during the pre parent
meeting on Back to School Night
5:15 pmit is also important to get
your child to school on time. The
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kids need to be in the building by

7:45. Every minute and day count!
A review of our attendance data
from the 20092010 school shows a
daily average attendance rate of
95.4 We would like to continue this
success.There are 180 days of
school and the most strenuous
assessments and state testing take
place inMarch and MayThis year,
unless illness or an emergency kee
your child(ren) from school, please
make sure your child attends 180
days of school. Please plan
appointments, vacations, etc. around
instructional days.When children
miss school; they fall behind quickly
and teachers see the results everyday.
Playing catch up idifficult. The
rigorous standards we presentin d
lessons are delivered at a speedy
pace.

Once again we welcome you to the
20102011 school year at Arundel
Middle School. | look forward to
seeing you at our Back to School Fai
on August 14, 2010 from 10:00 a.m.
i 2:00 p.m. at the Waugh Chapel
Community Center. We hope to see
and hear from you often.

aily

Sincerely,

Shawn W. Ashworth

Dr. Shawn W. Ashworth
Principal

The greatest good we can do
for others is not to share our
riches with them, But to
reveal theirs to them

ézZig Ziglar
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Arundel Mi ddl e School 6s [Couns
Ol I I I Se OrS OI I Ier. Dr. N. Mitchell, Grade 6
° Ms. L. Savanick, DC Grade 7

X

Mrs. S. Williams, Grade 8

T Ms. Fox, School Psychologist
. . | Mr. Schachter, PPW
> . . \ ’

— YT . ’ Counselors are available to meet with stu-
- dents to help with academic, social, and be-
ARUNDEL MIDDLE SCHOOL havioral problems via individual, group, and

classroom guidance activities.

CAREER DAY

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Community Members,

Arundel Middle School will be having its annual Career Day, Friday, November
19, 2010 from 9:00-2:30pm. If you are interested in sharing your career with our students
and staff, please contact the guidance office to confirm your attendance and the career
that you will be sharing. Please be mindful that our scheduled hours are from 9:00-
2:30pm, you will be presenting in 30-35 minute intervals rotating
in classrooms with other presenters. Thank you in advance for
your support.

Students will be completing emergency forms
when they return to school. Please remember
that changing an address on the emergency
form does not change the information in our
system. We will need a copy of the contract

for the Sale or Lease of the Home and a

Utility bill  to make any changes to a student

address.
a
Thank you, "The quality of our expectations StUdent SChEdUlES.
I determines the quality of
Terrl Stan | ey ¢ ermmeascticc)an:ua 1oy ofour There will be NO changes to student
Guidance Secretary 6Andres Godi n| schedulesafter August 27, 2010. After

. ke et . that date, ALL schedules will be final-
Arundel Miadle School

410-674-6900

ized.

‘ Thank you for your understanding,

|| -
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AM.S 1 always looking for volunteers!
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POLICIES:

DRESS CODE FOR SCHOOL

As we start school with warmer weather, PLEASE review the Dress Code Policy with your son/daughter.
Students have the right and responsibility to choose their attire and to arrange their personal appearance in
a manner which is healthy, safe, inoffensive and not disruptive to the educational process. Accordingly,
students are prohibited from wearing clothing, hats, jewelry, book bags, or other articles of personal
appearance which:

A. depict profanity, vulgarity, obscenity or violence;
B. promote use or abuse of tobacco, drugs or alcohol;
C. may create a health or safety hazard; or

D. may create a significant risk of a material and substantial disruption to the educational process or
the operation of the school.

In addition, except in individual cases as approved by the principal of a school, the following specific items
are not permitted:

A. bare feet; (flip flops)

B. hats, caps, hoods or other head wear except as required for health, safety, or religious purposes;
and

C. clothing worn in such a manner so as to reveal underwear or bare skin between the upper chest
and mid -thigh. (tank tops / spaghetti straps)

When there is evidence that a studentdés attire of
principal 6s designee shalll intervene and take cor
student remove or change the item, taking reasona

and, for repeated violations, initiating progressive discipline for insubordination as appropriate, which may
include suspension from school.

Parents and students - if students are not

School Policies In Regards to Lockers:
physically _ in their homerooms before the late

],

bell rings they must go down to the main office

Pr—
Desks, lockers, and storage spaces, which are providﬁ to |to checkin, even if their teacher knows they

students, are the proper3y zéejnthe{b”ﬂdiag' Fgrﬁxﬁgﬁgﬁ/eiha"esoﬂ‘e

) . udents, that hang out in t ways when
backpack, and other personal possessions and vehlclgzan hi6ey get to school. By the time they actually

searched if there is a reasonable belief any of them ¢B&ain diidgee homeroom the electronic attendance

weapons, contraband, or other items not permitted in@ghoo| ieB{1ave  already been sent down. Those
) ) . students should then report to the main office

school property. Traingdreeifing police dogs may b@ so that they can be marked present.

during the school year as a part of school safety prevention efforts

designed in cooperation with local police authoritie PURSE POLICY

schools are safe and drug free. '

If the bag measures more than the size of a piece of
paper (8.5 x 11) inches that it is too big to be
considered a purse.
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School Meal Prices 2010 -2011

Breakfast, All Schools $1.25
Lunch, Secondary $2.75
Lunch, Elementary $2.50
Milk-1/2 pint, A La Carte $ 55
Reduced Price Breakfast $ .30
Reduced Price Lunch $ .40

A complete list of a la carte prices and adult prices will be available on-line in August.

If you have any questions, please contact Jodi Risse, Supervisor of Food and Nutrition Services at
A10-222-5900 or jrisse@aacps.org.




