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Meeting Minutes
School Board Nominating Commission of Anne Arundel County
January 12, 2009
Members Present:


 
Call to Order

Meeting was called to order at 7:17pm by Chairman Greene.

Announcements:

· Chair has heard from Comm. Wayson. He is currently recuperating and will be returning soon. 

· Retention vote Issue: counsel has been looking into this issue.

· Public Info Act request: Counsel is gathering documents requested.

Approval of the Minutes

· A motion to table the approval of minutes until next meeting was made and passed.

Old Business

Meeting and Hearing Schedule Update (Comm. Owens):

Two locations have been confirmed; Annapolis High and Old Mill. The chair will be coordinating with Comm. Ebersberger regarding Arundel Mills scheduling for District 32 in February. The Chair advised he wanted to nail down the dates for Maryland City because that will be  when the commission will be hearing from candidates.

Comm. Peters advised that Council chambers will not be avail in May thus, the commissions’ May hearings will take place at Anne Arundel Community College in the Cade bldg., only audio recordings will be available.

It was suggested that the commission go out to different districts in the county and talk to civic associations in field hearings. The chair envisions having community organizations address the commission in panels of interested parties, ie.  students, parents  and other stakeholders who can give insight on issues particular to their areas of interest. This will be the intent of the early field hearings. The info the commission retrieves from these field hearings could inform the commissioner’s questions / deliberations when interviewing candidates. The commission should contact constituencies/ stakeholders directly and also publicize a general call in countywide publications. Candidates would be vetted at the May field hearings, which is after the April deadline to file to the commission. 

Comm.  Anderson Recommends reaching out to the legislative delegation, local PTA’s and the school board members themselves to obtain possible interested parties to invite for the upcoming January field hearing. The chair advises that the commission’s website will issue an appeal to the general public as well.

SBNACC Board Application

The Chair reviewed and did not see any need for modifications to the existing board application. No other commissioner voiced any suggestions

Authorizing Statute

Comm. Mennuti   advised that his reading of the commission’s enabling statute regarding the retention vote is unclear as to whether or not existing members of the school board should be subjected to the retention vote. The chair agreed, and indicated the commission does need clarification on whether or not in 2010, the retention vote will be up for all members or just the newly appointed members.  Do board members have to sit through these retention votes indefinitely?  There is also some question as to the meaning of the language in the enabling statute. Did drafters mean for the retention vote to be every 2 years or 4 years? Is there another Attorney General opinion that says the enabling statute requires all reappointments to go through the commission. 

New Business

Communication Plan (Comm. Anderson)

Comm. Anderson advised that the commissions’ website has a 2008 Archive. She has a 2009 draft communication plan that casts a wider net and includes partner organizations such as PTA’s, local chamber of Commerce’s’, etc. She asked commissioners to review the plan and comment on it. April 1st is the deadline for filing an application. 

Mennutti also raised the question; Under whose regulations does the commission fall regarding archiving requirements?

Meeting Opened to Public at 8:01pm
No public comment or inquiry

A Motion to adjourn was passed unanimously at 8:02pm.
Mr. Joshua Greene, Chairman
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