Summary of A Letter to Mrs. Roosevelt
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1 - 7
1 –34
Margo and Charlie live with their parents on Maple Avenue in Johnstown, PA. It’s 1933. Four years ago, the Bandinis borrowed five thousand dollars to save Charlie’s leg. Times are hard on Maple Avenue. The factory is working only part time. Charlie, who had taken Papa’s prized watch to school, did not come home at supper time. While searching for him, Margo is frightened by a hobo who tries to help her. Charlie is finally discovered asleep under Margo’s bed. He had hidden because he had broken Papa’s watch.

8 - 14
35- 67
Margo and her friend, Rosa, sorted through Margo’s postcards, play Eleanor Everywhere, and watch the lady in the gray hat who rides the train every other Saturday. While eavesdropping on her parents’ conversation, she learns many ways that life is hard in Johnstown. In school, Margo gets an assignment to write a letter to a newsworthy person who inspires her and explain how they have inspired her. Charlie finds out that their parents mortgaged their home to pay for his leg operation. A sheriff’s sale sign is placed on the Bandini porch post. Papa gives Margo his Victory Medal to hold while they find a solution. Margo is advised to read articles by E.D. Kirby.

15 - 21
68 -100
Margo writes a letter to Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt asking for her help to save the Bandinis’ home. Miss Dobson offers to mail the letter for Margo. At the last minute, she decides to insert her father’s medal in the letter. The bank president comes to the Bandini home to tell them that they will not lose their home thanks to intervention from Mrs. Roosevelt. Margo learns that her teacher is E.D. Kirby, the journalist, as well as her teacher. It was she who delivered the letter to Mrs. Roosevelt and returned the medal to Margo.

