Frindle by Andrew Clements

Text Chunking Summaries and Discussion Questions

	Chapters
	Pages
	Summary
	Discussion Questions

	1-3
	1-16
	These chapters introduce the two main characters, Nick and Mrs. Granger.
	What do good readers do when they read?

What helps you to be a good reader?

How do authors help us to know characters in their writing?

How is Nick like us?



	4-5
	17-32
	Nick is confronted with and assignment from Mrs. Granger that challenges his cleverness.
	How does our behavior impact on others?

Describe a time when you had and experience similar to Nick.

Do you think Mrs. Granger knows what Nick is up to?

	6-8
	33-48
	Nick develops the idea for the new word “frindle” and launches his plan at school and in the community.
	How can individuals impact on traditions that are in place?

Can an individual change accepted traditions?

Are Nick’s behaviors acceptable or appropriate?

Why is this called a “word war”?

What techniques has the author used to keep our attention so far?

	9-10
	49-66
	Nick’s principal makes a home visit and the local newspaper gets involved in the rising interest in “frindles”.
	How would you feel if your principal made a house call on your family?

Do you think that the press should get involved in 

school and community activities? Explain.

Would you support Nick’s adventure? Explain.

What techniques has the author used to keep our attention so far?

	11-12
	67-83
	Nick’s new word goes national with radio, T.V. and commercial ventures.
	How is Nick’s idea like others ideas that occur in our world? (ex. scooters, music)

Is it good to be popular like Nick or another celebrity? Why?

What would you do if you had a success like Nick?

What techniques has the author used to keep our attention so far?

	13-14
	84-94
	Nick’s character changes during these chapters as an outcome of his growing success with “frindle”.
	How has Nick’s character changed?

Are these changes good or bad?

What techniques has the author used to keep our attention so far?

When is it good to make changes in yourself?

How are the events in this book like real life?



	15
	95-105
	This chapter jumps ten years into the future and Nick finally wins his word war.
	Do you think Mrs. Granger was hoping all along that Nick would succeed?

Was Nick’s gift to Mrs. Granger appropriate? Explain.

What kind of person is Mrs. Granger?

What kind of person is Nick?

What will happen to Nick in the future?


