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· identify characteristics of realistic fiction

· demonstrate their ability to relate the characteristics of realistic fiction to other text

· relate self to text
· utilize Reading Strategies when reading realistic fiction

· demonstrate the ability to identify traits related to book characters
· develop an understanding of how words enter our language

· develop understanding that children as well as adults can make new words


· investigate the author’s craft as related to realistic fiction

· apply Before, During and After Reading Strategies
· utilize compare/contrast to relate personal experiences to text.

· apply Before, During and After Strategies while reading.
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1. Read aloud Alexander and the Horrible No Good Very Bad Day

2. Think aloud characteristics of realistic fiction as you read.

3. Record  characteristics discussed and any additional 

4. Discuss other examples of realistic fiction.

5. Present TM1 and display task at hand.

6. Assign students to work groups for independent activity.


1. Using Inspiration, record knowledge of Reading Strategies.   What do good readers do when they read? 

2. Introduce Frindle 

3. Model Reading Strategies

4. Think-Pair-Share, record predictions

5. Read aloud Chapter 1 Nick

6. Begin Character Chart of Nick Inspiration. TR1 TM3

7. Read to learn about Mrs. Granger

NOTE: Identify Literacy Discussion groups for after reading question discussion. TR2
1. How do we get words in our language?

2. Brainstorm, record in Inspiration

3. Use chart TR4

4. Can a person create words?

5. TR4A  Who created this word?

6. Go to http://www.wordcentral.com

7. View Build Your Own Dictionary (children entries)

8. Relate this to discussion of  words entering  our language.

9. Read to find out about Nick’s word.

10. TR3 teacher reference
1. How has the author kept our attention through Chapter 5?

2. Discuss: characters, setting, events, humor, word choices…

3. Identify text passages that demonstrate the author’s way of hooking the reader.

4. Read chapter titles for Chapters 6,7,8.

5. How is the author   using titles to hook the reader?

6. Think-Pair-Share predictions Chapters 6-8, Record

7. Read to find some of the author’s techniques.
1. Review compare/contrast

2. Reinforce the enduring understanding

3. Compare Nick with self TM7

4. Share in group

5. Restate enduring understanding to have students link self with text.

6. Read to find out how Nick’s school is like your school.
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See TM1 for directions for this activity TM2.

Book Box sort for First Grade.

Note to Teacher:

students will establish electronic portfolios for storage


· Read Chapters 2, 3

· Begin Character Chart of Mrs. Granger  (Template in Inspiration) TM4

· Transfer chart to electronic portfolio
· Read Chapters 4,5

· Complete TM5

NOTE: A list of words will need to be generated by the teacher for the students to draw from on this activity.  Be sure they can be located in classroom dictionaries.
· Read Chapters 6,7,8

· Hot Spot three examples of humor in these three chapters. (See TR 5)
· With a partner discuss your Hot Spots. 

NOTE: TM6 explains Hot Spots on-going activity 
· Read Chapters 9,10

· Complete compare/contrast chart in SWC  TM8
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Reaction Journal:

Why is realistic fiction fun to read?

SWC   template to student portfolio.

HW: Tell a family member about realistic fiction.  List two or three realistic fiction books that you both have read.
Reaction Journal:

My school experience is like Nick’s when…

SWC   template to student portfolio
HW: Reread Chapters 1-3
Reaction Journal:

How do words get into our language?

SWC   template to student portfolio

HW: Find an item in your home that’s name  was borrowed from a different language.
Reaction Journal:

Why are Nick’s actions considered a war?

SWC   template to student portfolio.

HW: Reread Chapters 6,7,8
Reaction Journal:

Nick states that he is not being disrespectful.  What do you think?

SWC  template to student portfolio.

HW: Reread Chapters 9,10
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Student Writing Center

Begin electronic portfolio
Inspiration

Student Writing Center

http://readinglady.com/fourblocks/The4Blocks/gr/LiteratureC/literaturec.html   TR2
On-line dictionary

Student Writing Center

Inspiration
Student Writing Center

Note: Interesting website for student exploration of the history of writing:

http://www.parkerpen.co.uk/history/index.html
Student Writing Center
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· apply realistic fiction characteristics to everyday situations

· utilize Before, During and After Reading Strategies
· utilize sequence to organize events in realistic fiction.

· utilize Before, During and After Reading Strategies.


· relate to characters in realistic fiction

· utilize Before, During and After Reading Strategies

· relate text to text and text to self


· use appropriate form when writing a friendly letter

· identify techniques and characteristics of realistic fiction

· write a friendly letter

· relate text to self


· revise  draft of a friendly letter

· edit  friendly letter

· select a method to publish friendly letter
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1. Use  TR7

2. Discuss the purpose of headlines.

3. Where have you seen headlines?

4. How are headlines like chapter titles?

5. Display photo #1 TR8

6. Discuss possible  titles

7. Repeat using photo #2 TR9

8. Make predictions using titles of Chapters 11, 12, The Westfield Gazette headline and pictures.
1. Review “sequence” 

2. Using TM10 create an individual timeline with students covering  events from August-present.

3. How is your school beginning like Nick’s?

4. Create a timeline of events for Chapters 1-12.  TM11

5. Pair-Share your likenesses and differences

6. Read Chapters 13,14 to discover new events in Nick’s life.


1. Read aloud Thank You, Mr. Falker.

2. Discuss the relationship between the main character and her teacher.

3. How is this like yourself and a teacher you have had?

4. How is Mr. Falker like Mrs. Granger?

5. Do you think that Nick has a close relationship with Mrs. Granger?

6. How do authors make their main characters seem real in realistic fiction?
1. Using Write Track (p.92-95) review friendly letters

2. Reread Nick’s letter to Mrs. Granger on p. 104  

3. Identify the letter parts.

4. Reread Mrs. Granger’s letter (p. 98-100)

5. Identify the letter parts.

6. Students will write a friendly letter to their second grade teachers.

7. Unlock prompt TM14

8. Complete organizer in group


1. Bring students together for a sharing of progress.

2. Allow for questions.

3. Identify pairs of students for revision.

4. Allow work time.

5. Meet with individual students to discuss their writing.

6. Students revise and edit

Note: Allow students to complete their final copy in SWC if they would like.


[image: image8.wmf]
Read Chapters 11,12

View Noah Webster Power Point
Complete note-taking organizer TM9


Reread Chapters 13,14

Complete timeline of book through Chapter 14 TM11


Read Chapter 15

Respond to the questions in SWC  TM12
See TM14 for prompt directions
Complete the final copy of your friendly letter.

Deliver letters  to second grade teachers
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Reaction Journal:

How would your life be different if you had no newspaper, T.V. or radio?

HW: Reread Chapters 11,12

Ask someone what our local paper is.

Cut out a headline if you have this paper.
Reaction Journal:
If Nick were your friend, how would you help him to feel better inside?

HW: Reread Chapters 13,14

Sequence home events from after school until bedtime.
Reaction Journal:

How do you feel about Mrs. Granger?  Explain and give examples.

HW: Reread Chapter 15

Talk to your family about special teachers.  What makes them special?


Reaction Journal:

When would you write a friendly letter?

HW: Write a friendly letter to a family member and give it to them.  Be sure to use correct form.


Reaction Journal:

How is reading a realistic fiction book like reading about real life?

HW: Read a realistic fiction book of your choice.


[image: image10.wmf]
Power Point presentation Noah Webster
Student Writing Center
Student Writing Center
Student Writing Center
Student Writing Center
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