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SWBAT- Write to inform a child about how to go fishing.
SWBAT – Justify responses with specific, text-based details.
SWBAT – Write a note to persuade Ben’s mom to allow Ben to go fishing in the Fishing Derby.
SWBAT – Identify ways that the author includes suspenseful elements in the context of the novel.
SWBAT – Use a Venn Diagram to compare Jack Daggett and Barry Lester.
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1. Preview story by reading back jacket and looking at the cover.

2. Discuss the location of the story at Martha’s Vineyard, MA.

3. Read the author’s note from the beginning of the novel.

4. Discuss fishing and related vocabulary.
1. Read pages 11-13 with the students.

2. Show some examples of how to cite text-based information.  Use pages 11-13 to find your examples.

3. Review and discuss vocabulary words for Worksheet #2.
1. Discuss the death of Ben’s father.

2. Discuss Ben’s mom dating Barry.

3. Discuss why Ben’s father released the BIG fish.

4. Review and discuss vocabulary words for Worksheet #3.

5. Review persuasive writing.
1. Discuss the fishing regulations found in chapter 3.

2. Discuss the author’s knowledge about fishing.

3. Review and discuss vocabulary words for Worksheet #4.

4. Review elements of a persuasive poster. (what?where?who?when?how?)
1. Share the posters that were made in Day #4.

2. Discuss elements of mystery that have been found in the novel so far.

3. Review the plan that Freddy has for cheating in the Derby.

4. Review and discuss vocabulary for Worksheet #5

5. Discuss comparison with a Venn Diagram.


[image: image3.wmf]
1. Make a booklet to show how to fish.

2. Create illustrations to go along with the book.


1. Read pages 11-25

2. Complete Worksheet #2
1. Read pages 26-36

2. Complete Worksheet #3

3. Write note to persuade.
1. Read pages 37-48

2. Complete Worksheet #4

3. Create a poster.
1. Read pages 49-61

2. Complete Worksheet #5
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Use various internet sites to gain background information on the Striped Bass and Martha’s Vineyard.
Use Kid Pics to create illustrations for the fishing booklet that was created in Day #1.
Use Student Writing Center to write a persuasive note.

Use inspiration to “sketch” Ben’s family.
Use Kid Pics to make a poster for the Fishing Derby Contest.


Use Inspiration to compare Ben’s father to Barry Lester.
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SWBAT – Identify examples of cause and effect relationships within the novel.
SWBAT – identify character traits and justify each trait with a novel event.
SWBAT – use prediction skills to write an additional chapter to extend the novel.
SWBAT – Sequence main of events of the novel to help write a summary.
SWBAT – Write a note to inform a friend about the things that can be done to protect the blue crabs of the Chesapeake Bay.
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1. Discuss the strain in the relationship between Ben and his mom.

2. Explore the predictions that were made about Freddy from Day #5.

3. Compare Barry Lester to Jack Daggett (dad).

4. Review and discuss vocabulary from Worksheet #6.  Especially “channel”

5. Review cause and effect.  Find examples together.


1. Discuss the author’s use of nighttime to create suspense.

2. Discuss how the author created a “scary” character for “the big man”.

3. Review and discuss vocabulary for Worksheet #7.

4. Review the concept of character traits.
1. Discuss Ben’s changing feelings.  Especially towards his mother.

2. Share character traits for Ben.

3. Predict how the novel will end in the next two chapters.

4. Review and discuss vocabulary for Worksheet #8.

5. Discuss prediction and the ending of stories.
1. Discuss the ending of the book.

2. Relate Ben’s big fish to his Dad’s big fish.

3. Look at Barry Lester – the “Hero”.

4. Look at the message the author included about the environment.

5. Look at the author’s message about the family.

6. Examine the concept of sequence and climax.
1. Share some student summaries from Day #9.

2. Read Worksheet #10 with the students.

3. Compare the situation of the striped bass to the blue crab.

4. Review the problems affecting the blue crab.

5. Gather ideas about the blue crab by taking notes with the students.

6. Help the students begin creating an organizer.


[image: image8.wmf]
1. Read pages 62-71

2. Complete Worksheet #6

3. Create a cause and effect chart.
1. Read pages 72-82

2. Complete Worksheet #7


1. Read pages 83-95

2. Complete Worksheet #8

3. Write a new ending for the novel.
1. Complete Worksheet #9

2. Write a summary for the novel.
1. Finish graphic organizer.

2. Write note to inform about the blue crab.

3. Make a poster to help save the blue crab.
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***Note - This activity may be done as a whole class writing activity.  This can easily be stretched into a full writing process activity.***
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Use Inspiration to show some cause and effect relationships.
Use Inspiration to diagram character traits for Ben.
Use Story Book Weaver to write and illustrate the new chapter.
Use Student Writing Center to write a summary for the novel.
Use Kid Pics to make a poster to save the blue crabs.
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